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PREFACE. 


HE papers relating to Mr. Hugh 

Bryan were communicated ſome conſi- 
derable time fince by that excellent and 
amiable man the Reverend Mr. William Hut- 
ſon of Sauth Carclina to Mr. Dennis De 
Berd, Merchant ih London, with a deſign 
that they ſhould be laid before the world. 
The memoirs of Mrs, Hutſon were publiſhed 
ſome little time fnce in South Carolina by 
her mournſul ſurviyor the above mentioned 
Mr. Hutſon, and from thence have been 
tranſmitted into the hands of a few friends 
of the Editor's in England. 

The accounts of both theſe perſons are 
ſuch as, in our opinion, well deſerve the pub-' 
lick view, and admirably delineate, and may 
therefore powerfully recommend, the true 
manner of life, which is at once the cha» 
racteriſtic and the ornament of a chriſtian.” 

Bleſſed be God that, while ſuch multitudes 
of mankind are abandoned to their vices, 
diſſipated in vanity and trifling amuſemenr, 
or immerſed in the love and purſuit of rich- 
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iv PREFACE. 
es, and the cares of-the preſent life, there 
are adivine few (may the Lord increaſe their 
numbers, and make them a thouſand times 
more than they are) who, under a deep and 
| diſtreſſing ſenſe of their guilt and pollu- 
tion, have cordially embraced an all-ſuffici- 
| ent Saviour, and felt the influences of re- 
newing and ſanctifying grace upon their 
hearts, and thus ;are enabled to live to the 
Lord, and under the delightful conſtraint of 
omnipotent power, and love, preſent thcir 
bodies and- ſpirits to him, as holy-and actept- 
able ſacrifices, and their reaſonable ſervice ®, 
How rational the choice and conduct of 
ſuch perſons ! What is a life of ſin but a 
life ſubject to unknown terror and anguiſh, 
and a life that will ſurely end at laſt in total 
and irretrievable wretchedneſs and ruin! 
7 What miſerable comforters are the bubbles 
| of ambition, the dirt of avarice, or the 
vapours of ſenſual and forbidden pleaſures, 


when the ſoul, as it ſhortly will, is order- 
1 ed to decamp from earth, and take up 
| its final abode in the everlaſting ſtate! Then 
| may the ſpirit juſtly and bitterly cry out, 
br My gods are taken away, and what have 
| T more ? And however hard the ſinner 
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was to be perſuaded that theſe obje&s that 
drew out his whole deſires and purſuits 
were but broken cifterns, death will prove them 
to be ſuch, and the laſt drop of their imagina- 
ry conſolation will then fail, and fail for ever, 

But on the other hand, where ſouls, under 
the operations of diyine grace, chooſe the 
infinite and eternal God, as manifeſting 
himſelf in the riches of his mercy through 
Jeſus Chriſt, for their father and friend, 
their ſovereign and portion z when they take 
up their ſupreme delight in him, and are 
ready to obey him either in a courfe of ac- 
tive duty or patient ſuffering z; when they 
look not to the things which are ſeen, which 
are temporal, but to the things which are not 
ſeen, which are eternal ; when they are 
breathing after the heavenly country, their 
inheritance and home; when they can 
not ſpend one day without ſome converſes 
with their God and Saviour, ſome holy traf- 
fick with the world of glory in a free and 
uninterrupted exchange of prayers hopes 
humiliations confeſſions praiſes thankſgiv- 
ings on their fide, for thoſe incomparable 
bleſſings, the peace of God which paſſeth all 
underſtanding, that grace that is ſufficient for 


+ 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
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them, that ſtrength which ſhall be perfected 

in their weakneſs, and the witneſlings of the 
divine ſpirit, with their ſpirits, that they are 
the children of God; wherever this is the 
caſe, what a rational and glorious, what a 
ſerene'and comfortable life do ſuch ſouls lead 


In the fleſh ? And when they are called hence, 
they leave the ſhores of time and launch into 


the infinite abyſs, not as malefactors forcibly 
dragged away into baniſhment and ſlavery, 
but as the children of God, and the heirs of 
that inheritance of glory and happineſs which is 
inkarruptible, undefiled, and that fades not aways 
reſer ved in Deaven for them *. | 


* 


Theſe heavenborn bd, x as they are thus 
loved of God, and lovers of him, ſo, du- 
ring their ſojournment in mortal fleſh, they 
are the excellent of the earth. Their faith 
0 ſetches, as it were, a divine fire from heaven 
that enables them to be burning and ſbin- 
min lights among men. They hold forth the 
Wit word of life to a dark and ſinful world, as the 
[if urn holds forth its lamp, or the light-houſe 
il its beaming and falutary blaze to the ma- 
rincr benighted and bewildered upon the 
et. & 4. 
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PREFACE. vn 
trackleſs and perilous ocean : Whatſeever 
things are true, what ſoever things are bo- 
neſt, (or venerable) whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſcerer 
things are lovely, whgtſoever things are of 
good repert || ; theſe are! the things which 
theſe holy perſons purſue and praftife. They 
are the -trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of 


the Lord, and in them be is glorifiet *. . Their 
fruits, hke thoſe of the vine, are acceptable 
to God, and uſeſul to man. They that 
dwell under their ſhadow enjoy their bleſſings. 
The grace of God in their hearts /eaches them 
to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in the pre- 

+ The reader will here obſerve that we have our eye 
upon the words of the apoſtle, Phil. ii. 15. that ye 
may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſans of God, wWitbout 
rebuke in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe nation, among 
wwhem ye ſhine (or ſeine ye) as lights in the world, holding 
forth the word of life. That the apoſtle in this expreſſion 
refers to lights houſes placed upon ſhores, and a 
their luſtre by night over the ocean to direct mariners 
to their port, is the ſentiment of that eminent com. 
mentator Bea, whoſe words are as follow. V ur 
enim à Pharo ſumta Tranſlatio, abi accenſæ Facts 
navigantibus in Alto Portum quaſi pretendunt in quem ap- 
pellant. Nempe quod honefia ſanctague Fidelium Vita, 
guaſi Lux aliqua ceteris Hominibus prelucens, ad E vangelii 
Portum eos diri_at, Beza in Loc. | 

| Phil, IV. 8, » F II. Ixi. 3. 


ſent 
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ſent world 5. The ſacred principles within, 
enlivened by that breath which firſt kindled 
them, break forth, and diffuſe a luſtre over 
their ſeveral relations and characters in life, 
and hence they are good huſbands, wives, 
parents, brethren, Gſters, members of church. 
es, ſubjects to their princes, and citizens of 
mankind, 

Such do the perſons appear to be whoſe 
memoirs, ſome golden threads of whoſe 
ſacred manties are here preſented to the 
public view. And 'tis with, pleaſure that 
we are now adding their names to that cloud 
of witneſſes, that are bidding us lay aſide 
every weight, and the fin which does ſo eaſily 
beſet us, and run with patience the race that 
is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus, the auther 
and finiſher of our faith *. 

What cenſures the wicked and prophane 
may paſs upon the following ſheets we can 
eaſily ſuppoſe ; bur let them be adviſed to 


conſider the end of the converſation of theſe 


chriſtians, and go, and do likewiſe, rather 


than make theſe and ſuch like patterns of 


piety, the ſubject of their ſport and deriſion. 


They are, as we have good reaſon to con- 
clade, happy with their God and Saviour in 


$ Tit. ü. 11. * Heb. xi. 1, 
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a bliſsful eternity; and the ſhafts of the 
keeneſt ſatire can no more reach them or 
diſturb their felicity, than a flight of arrows 
ſhot upward can wound the meridian ſun; 
but they may turn back with dreadful ruin 
upon the heads of thoſe who ſent them upon 
{uch a malignant errand. 

As for truly pious perſons, they may find, 
it we miſtake not, not only entertainment, 
but, under the divine bleſſing, ſpiritual pro- 
fit in theſe papers. As face anſwers to face, 
lo does the experience of one chriſtian anſ- 
wer to another: interpoſing ſeas, diverſity of 
climate and country, and remoteſt diſtances 
of place in this habitable globe, make no 
difference in this reſpect; and we may look 
upon it as no inconſiderable privilege among 
the many we enjoy, that we have ſo many 
lives of the true ſaints and ſervants of God, 
in which, though they are dead, yet they are 
{till ſpeaking to us. The ſcripture, ſays 
the excellent Dr. Bates, + has lighted up 
excellent examples of holineſs in the lives 
of the ſaints upon earth, for our direction 
and imitation, - There is great advantage” 
by looking on examples: they are more 
inſtructive than naked precepts, and mote 
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clearly convey the knowledge of our duty 
a work done in our fight by another, di- 
rects us better in the practice of it, is more 
acceptable, and of more powerful efficacy 
to reform us, than counſel and admonition 
by words. A reproof, iff ſpoken with an 
imperious air, wherein vanity has a viſible 
aſcendant, is heard with diſtaſte, and often 
with diſdain ; but an excellent example 
is a ſilent reproof, not directed imme- 
diately to irregular perſons, but diſco- 
vers what ought to be done, and leaves 
the application to themſclves ; and the 
impreſſion is more quick and penetrating 
than that of words, In difficult precepts, 
no argument is more effectual than exam- 
ples, for the poſſibility of doing them is 
confirmed by inſtances in others, and the 
pretence of imfirmity is taken away. The 
command binds us to our duty, exam- 
ple encourages us to performance. The 
pattern of the angels who are pure 
ſpirits, is not ſo influential upon us, as 
the pattern of the ſaints; that is more 
correſpondent and proportionate to our 
preſent ſtate; as the light of the ſtars that 
are ſo vaſtly diſtant, is not fo uſeful in 


managing our affairs, as the light of a 
y candle 
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candle that is near us. The faints are 
nearly allied to us they are cloathed with 
the ſame frail garment of fleſh, they had 
like paſſions, and were in the ſame con- 
* tagious world, yet they were holy and 
« heavenly in their affections and actions. 
They lived in civil converſation with men, 
* and ſpiritual communion with God. This 
* will take away the pretence of infirmi- 
* ty, for we have the ſame word of grace, 
and ſpirit of grace to ſtrengthen us.” 

That the ſpirit of God may bleſs the pub- 
ication of theſe memoirs, to the conviction » 
and converſion of thoſe ſinners into whoſe 
hands they may providentially fall, and to the 
excitation, eſtabliſhment, and comfort of his 
own people, that ſo theſe holy perſons who 
ſo much glorified God in life, may glorify 
him after their death, is our fervent prayer, 
as ſincere friends, we truſt, to the intereſts 
of true piety in the world, 


Joan ConDzsr, 


a THOMAS GIBBONS. 
Feb. I ith, 1760. 
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Extract of a n from the Rer. Mr. 
William Hutſon of Sautb- Carolina to Mr. 
Dennis De Berdi, Merchant in Londan, 
relating to the Life ayd Cloner of Mr. 
Bryan. + Fe 


es May 21, el 


0 H E author of the enſuing papers was Mr. 
T * Hugh Bryan, a gentleman of character 

in civil life, having been honoured with commil- 

« ſions both in the maęiſtracy and militia,” of this 

province. He was born in the year 1699, and 

died the laſt day of December, 1753. 'Tis a f 

« circumſtance I tecollect with pleaſure, that he F 


was my particular friend, one with whom! have 
taken ſweet counſel, and indeed one of the dea- 
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freedom. The Jndian king always ſtood his, 


[2] 
© cons of our church, His manner of life from 
© his youth up, you have ſome little hints of in the 
letter which gives the account of his converſion; 
Though I have heard him ſpeak frequently and 
* freely of the divine diſpenſations towards him, 
© both in a way of providence and grace, yet I 
© cannot recollect any material paſſages except one, 
* which relates to his being taken "captive by the 
© Indians, and even of this I am not able to give ſuch 
* a circumſtantial account as I could wiſh, The 
© truth of the fact I can however aſſert, and the 
C 
- 


circumſtances, which perhaps are the moſt ma- 
terial, that I can recollect are as follow. 
It happened in that Indian war, which broke 
out in the year 1715, and was ſo memorable as 
to the events of it, that it ſtan ds for one of the 
grand æras of Carolina, that be was taken, I 
think, at the beginning of the war, and was 
diſpoſed of as a ſlave to one of the party that 
took him by the king of that people to whom 
the party belonged. He was in captivity among 
them in the whole near a year; during which 
time, the providence of God remarkably ap- 
peared in his favour in ſeveral inſtances. I have 
only. two or three in my memory, which may 
ſerve as a ſpecimen of the reſt. His Indian, 
or rather half Indian maſter, (for he was what 
they call a mixed breed) was killed in an en-, 
gagement with the white people, by which, 
means, though ſtill in captivity, he got more, 
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© friend when the Indians under him ſolicited for 


his death, which was very common for them to 
do, when they heard of any ſucceſs of the Care. 
« linians againſt them, and they were particularly 


'< earneſt upon the point, when Whey” heard of the i 


death of one of their great men's ſons. But the 
Ind an king always interpoſed on his behalf, and 
would not ſuffer them to hurt him, out of regard 
© to his father, who was a very hoſpitable man, 
© and had been very kind to the Indians; though 
© it is not very common with them to remember 
«* favours, eſpecially in a time of war, and there 
« were inſtances often in this war, of perſons who 
© had been very kind to them, and yet were very 


© cruelly treated by them. A circumſtance which 


© I the rather take notice of to ſhow how much 
« providence was concerned in his preſervation, 
© You might be ſurprized to hear that he met 
with a Bible among the Indians, yet fo it was; 
his Indian miſtreſs gave him one, and a volume 
of biſhop Beveridge's private thoughts, both which 
© the Indians had taken from ſome white family 
they had killed. Mr. Bryan endured many hard- 
© ſhips while among the Indians, and though his 
good behaviour gained him ſo much favour, that 

© he fared no worſe than their own Indian boys, 
yet you may eaſily imagine, that at beſt his 
© caſe was bad enough. At length, thro* the good 
* providence of God, he was brought by them to 
the Spaniſh ſettlement at St. Auguſtine on the 
© coaſt, and from thence, being releaſed by the 
B 2 %  "_— 
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vine refreſhment. He was always a friend and a 


the firſt letter which gives an account of his 


ſehes in their hearts, ſaying, they ſhall have peace. 


144 
Indian king, who had always been ſo friendly to 


him, he returned again to his own land in peace, 
to the great joy of his father, family, and friends ; 
and here, as he advanced in years, he grew in fa- 
vour with all who knew him, and at length by his 
integrity and induſtry, attended with the divine 
blefling, he obtained a good report, and a good 
fortune; though the latter afterwards, by a va- 
riety of loſſes and diſappointments, became much 
encumbered, an event which however might be 
wiſely ordered for his ſpiritual” good, and was 
perhaps a mean of ſending him the oftner to that 
fountain from which, as appears by his journal, 
he frequently received ſuch Jarge ſupplies of di- 


credit to religion, though, as you will find by 


converſion, he built upon a wrong foundation ; 
the caſe, tis to be feared, of too many, who, 
becauſe they are not here ſuffered to run into 
the ſame excels of riot with others, bleſs them- 


Mr. Bryan, after having been convinced of 


light and liberty of the goſpel, continued ſteadfaſt 
in faith, joyful through hope, and a pattern of 
humility, piety and patience, through the whole 
of his chriſtian courſe, till the happy time came 
when he exchanged this life for a better. I heard 


of bis ilneſs ja after my arrival in e 
«nd 
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and got home * time enough to ſee him die in 


peace, and commit his remains to the duft in 
hope of a joyful reſurrection to eternal life. But, 
ah | Sir, to part with ſuch friends is very affect- 
ing, though I think I never was fo ſenſible of my 
loſs in Mr. Bryan, as ſince J have been looking 
over his journal, I think I never before ſo well 
knew the value of my friend, and ah ! how it 
ſhames me to find how far he had got above 
me. 

« But I muſt mention to you how theſe * 
came into my hand. eu muſt know, Sir, that 

Mr. Bryan kept no regular diary, but it was his 
cuſtom when he was in a gaod frame, now and 
then to note it down, which he did ſometimes 
in his pocket-book, ſometimes on a ſheet or two 
of paper, and at others, if he happened to be 
abroad; even upon the back of a letter, with a 
deſign I imagine when he did ſo, afterwards to 
tranſcribe what he writ : but being much hur- 
ried in his worldly buſineſs, by reaſon of his in- 
cumbrances, he had not time, as I fuppoſe, for his 
purpoſe, and therefore the collection was cnly 
made from theſe imperſect originals, at firſt by 
his widow, who, out of regard to his memory, 


picked them up as ſhe found them among his 
papers, and put them together. One day, not 


% 


long ago, being at Mr Bryan's houſe, I hap- 


6 pened to take them in hand, and upon looking 


Mr. Hutſon had been a voyage to Grtat-Brilain, 


and was now returned, 


B 3 N into 
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160 
into the contents, I was ſo pleaſed and refreſhed 
that I determined, with her leave, to get them 
copied out, which accordingly I have done. And 
nel ſend you my dear friend's: picture, with 
© free liberty to ſhew it to whom you pleaſe, nay, 
. © to be quite plain, I ſhould” be glad to have it 
publiſhed ſrom the preſs. The view of it has 
done me ſo much good that I can't help boris 
. © it may be ſerviceable to others alſo,” 


I am, Sir, 


z 


your much obliged friend 


and ſervant, for Jeſus' ſake, 


WIILILIIAMd Hours. 


ſought to advance my fortune in worldly goods, 


NUMBER I. 


A letter from Mr. Hugh Bryan to his Siſter, giving 


an account F his experienc es towards God, 


Dear Siſter, 

Have been too indolent in writing to you to 

keep up that harmony and union which ought 
to be betwixt two who were formed in the ſame 
womb, though God knows I love you as a kind 
ſiſter. The diſtant ſituations of our dwellings 
makes it difficult to converſe often face to face; yet 
by letters we might have a correſpondence, and 
now and then entertain each other with the occur- 
rences of life that happen in our way. Nothing in 


this life, except our union with the holy Spirit, can 


give more true delight, than a union and harmony of 


ſouls that take ſweet counſel together in'the things 
of God. I ſhall proceed to give you an account 


of my converſion. — For many years, I eagerly 


ſuppoſing it to be conſiſtent with my duty to God 
and man — firſt, to God, in that I ſought to him 
daily by prayer, I frequented his ordinances, and 
propoſed if I ſhould acquire an eſtate to be liberal to 
the poor. Secondly, to man, I endeavoured to do 
what was juſt, (overlooking at the ſame time, that 
juſtice which was due to my poor ſlaves, who were 
ſpending their ſtrength and lives for me, and were 
left in their i of the common ſalvation 


thro' Jeſus Chriſt—) And on conſidering my life, 
; We | ö . 4 1 


1 

T flattered my ſelf that, although I knew my felf 

to be far ſhort of loving God with my whole ſoul 

and ſtrength—tho* I was guilty of many ſins and 

imperfections ; tho' I was often led aſtray by the 

paſſions of my corrupt heart, and the deluſive 

' temptations of the devil; yet as I had a regard to 
God, his name, his 5 his ordinances, and 

loved thoſe who ſeemed to fear him, I hoped 

he would graciouſly accept the deſires of my. heart, 

and place all my deficiencies on the all- -ſufficiency 

of Jeſus Chriſt. — And having often experienced 

the condeſcending goodneſs of God, in the anſwer 
of my prayers, I concluded my ſtate ſafe, and 

' _ counted my ſelf amongſt the true Ifrad of God.— 

7+ ] conſidered not that God required the whole heart, 
3! and all the faculties and powers of ſoul and body 

to be devoted to his ſervice ; that I muſt; be re- 

generated and changed, and muſt put off the old, 
man, my corrupt, filthy, deviliſh. depraved na- 
ture, with the affections and luſts thereof, and put 
on the new man — That I muſt be born of the 

ſpirit, and changed by the omnipotent power of 
God, from that deviliſh baſeneſs of ſpirit inherent 
in corrupt nature, to a ſpirit of love, peace, purity, 

| holineſs, to the image of Jeſus Chriſt, that I muſt 
be united to him by one and the ſame ſpirits an, 
as the branches from the vine, muſt receive ſtrength 

and nouriſhment from him continually to bring 
forth good fruits acceptable to God ; and that with- 

i out this change of heart, this neu- birth wrought 
vil in me, by the power of his holy Spirit, and this 
union 


191 
union with Chriſt by the ſame ſpirit, I could claim 


no part in his atonement for ſinners, was dead 

in treſpaſſes and fins, loſt and undone, and juſtly 

condemned by the law to all the curſes of damna- 
tton. And thus ignorant and blind was I, with 

reſpeR to our new birth, or manner of acceptance 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt; I was wandering as in the 
midnight darkneſs, until the laſt winter it pleaſed 
God to afflict my wife with a ſevere fit of ſickneſs, 
who, having had much ſuch a faith as my own, 
(but more zeal) when hcr life was deſpaired of, and 

death ſeemed to approach, was ſtruck with horror 
and bitter arguiſh of ſoul ; ſhe could not find the 
leaſt comfort for her ſoul, although her zeal had 
been ſuch, as to make it her practice to retire ſeven 
times a day, (as-did the holy David) to pray, and to 
give praiſe to God, and although ſhe ſought diligent- 
ly, by attending the ordinances, by faſtings, and by 
doing good &c. to prepare herſelf for the acceptance 
of God thro” Jeſus Chriſt, Under this anguiſh and 
horror ſhe lay ſome days, until being brought to ſee 
the depravity and baſeneſs of her corrupt nature, the 
pollutions of her ſoul, and the inſufficiency of all her 
religious works and endeavours, and that the ſatiſ- 
faction- made by Jeſus Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs, 
performed in our ſtead, could only be the ſole 
cauſe of .our Juſtification, pardon and acceptance, 
and that in him alone was all h r help, and then 
caſting herſelf i ntirely on his all-ſufficie:.cy, the 
light of God's ſpirit darted in upon her ſoul, and 
ſhe brake out into raptures of praiſe ang thankſ- 
giving, 
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giving, and from that time had peace and com- 
fort of ſou), and an aſſurance of divine fayour, 
and lived a life of faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Qn this great 
goodneſs of God to my wife I found my ſoul much 
moved with love to him, and was enabled to 
pray with fervour of deſire, and ſo continued for 
ſome time aſter, and reſolved on a more ſtrict life, 
and more devoted to his ſervice than formerly ;—1 
began to pray publickly in my family, and was more 
zealous to attend all the means of grace; —1 
ſought to know the ſtate of my heart, and, con- 
ſidering holy David's watering his couch with bis 
tears, 1 longed to have a due ſenſe of my ſinfulneſs, 
and to feel in ſome meaſure the weight « of my guilt, 
that ſo I might loath the occaſions thereof, and to 
be mote engaged to fear and love God. But iook- 
ed on the late goodneſs to my wife, as a miracu- 
Tous diſpenſation. — I knew not that ſuch glorious 
manifeſtations of his ſpirit were common to his 
Children at their new-birth in Jeſus Chriſt, as an 
evidence of his everlaſting love; however I was 
convinced that by the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſb 
perfectly fullfilling the law of God, by his ſa⸗- 
tisfaction made to expiate our guilt, and by his 
mediation only poor ſinners could be accepted, 
and not by any works of righteouſneſs done, or 
that could be done by us. No, our carnal nature 
is altogether depraved, full of impurity and fin, 
all our righteouſneſs is as filthy rags, and an 
abomination. Can a clean thing come out of an un- 


* ? ſaith Fob, I knew that in Chriſt alone 
were 
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were our righteouſneſs, and ſanttification, and re- 


demption ; — I knew that I muſt repent of my fins, 
and caſt my ſelf by a lively faith on the mercies of 
God in Chriſt, to be juſtihed, ſanctified, and ſaved 
thro' him; but yet I continued ignorant of the 
fate of my heart, and of the change which was to 


be wrought in my new- birth by the power of . 


God's holy Spirit, yea, I knew not that I was 


yet in my fins, unconverted, till about June laſt 


paſt, when being very defirous to hear Mr. NM bite. 
f-1d, I carried my wife, and my neice Mrs. 5B 
up to his houſe in Georgia. We arrived on Friday, 

and that evening he expounded on the new. birth, 
and aſſerted that whoſoever was born of the {pi irit, 

and united to Jeſus Chriſt, would be ſenſible of a 
great change. - This amel my heart; I was cer- 

tain J had never felt any afflicting ſorrow for ſin, 
neither could I find any aſſurances of A real change 
in my heart, but the contrary z. _—k began to ſee 
that I was in the very gall, of dirternels, and bonds 
of iniquity ; I went out into the Cimmen to me- 
ditate, and to pray, and to ſeek earneſtly of God o 
et me know the greatneſs, and feel the burden of my 


guilt, and to give me true repe nlance, and a lively” 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and acceptance thro' him; 
I ſpent that evening in prayer, but found my 


heart hard, and m y affections cold, ſo that, tho 


my guilt was great, betty aggravated by my abuſe” 
of many ſingular and great 'mercies, which God's 
condeſcending goodneſs had from time to time be- 
ſtowed on me, tho I faw che damnation of 
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hell waz my juſt portion, and that his mercy alone 
ſuſtained me, yet J could not grieve, or look up 
with any warmth of affection. My fins which 
I had formerly overlook'd, now ſtar'd me in the 
face; I ſaw that my natural mildneſs of temper 
gravity, kindneſs, liberality, juſtice, and temper- 
ance, not leading me into the ſame exceſſes of 
wrath, envyings, licentiouſneſs, hard-heartednefs, 
covetouſneſs, fraud, prophaneneſs, &c. which many 
others fell into, had deceived me. — On the other 
hand, the innate pollutions of my ſoul, as worldly 
and ſelf- love, applauſe, of men, Jukewarmneſs of 
affections, and ingratitude to God, flothfulneſs in 
his ſervice, unprofitable and finful thoughts and 
diſcourſe, &c. theſe and many more ſins of the 
like nature, I found had Jain under covert in 
the ſecret receſſes of my ſoul unobſerved, till now 
on a ſtrict ſearch, aſſiſted by the light of God's 
ſpirit, Ldiſcovered them to my amazement. I look- 
ed unto Chriſt, but could not apply him to my 
ſoul ; — I ſaw that I had no help in me, and that 
without his righteouſneſs and atonement applied 
to my ſoul, I muſt be damned. To expect 
thoſe benefits of Chriſt without an hearty contri- 
tion and feeling ſenſe of my guilt, of my ingrati- 
tude and impending miſery and an abſolute renunci- 
ation of all worldly good, and ſelf-love, (my darl- 
ing ſin) for Chriſt's ſake, I looked on as preſump- 
tion; I thought on his ſaying, that except 4 
man hate father and mother, and even bit own I 
4ʃ%, he cannot be my diſciple : and V hofeever loveth 

Father 


a 
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father or mother, or ſon or daughter, more than me, is 
g "ut worthy of me. I found my heart to continue 
hard as the rock, and knew that it was juſt 
that God ſhould give me up to a reprobate mind, 
My ingratitude racked my foul ; to flee from his 
of juſtice was impoſſible ; to bear it was intollerable, 

| examined again my heart, fearing at leaſt my 
5 concern ſhould proceed only from a ſervile fear of 
puniſhment, and finding my heart ſincere, (tho 


know yet more of my ſinſul and wretched ſtate; I 
found my ſelf now willing to have parted with, 
not only of all that I was poſſeſſed of, but ten 
thouſand worlds if in my power, to have purchaſed 
an aſſurance of God's pardon and favour thro' Chriſt, 
tho' to be but the very meaneſt of his ſervants. 
Atter ſome time-ſpent in theſe thoughts and prayers 
{ went to bed, with a heavy heart, and, as I awaked 
in the morning, this text of ſcripture was im- 


and ſpent that day chiefly in devotion, taking ſome 
comfort from the text aforeſaid, but found my 


with God's permiſſion, to ſeek him the next day 
in the holy ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, and 
offered my ſelf to Mr. W——, who aſter exami- 
165 ning me of my faith, &c. conſented. I ſpent the 
h evening in devotion, The next morning, as | 


* awaked, this text was impreſs'd on my mind, 


G Pe. 


too cold and hard,) I appealed to God, beging to 


preſſed on my mind. Hunger and ib t after” 
righteouſneſs, and yeu ſhall le filled. I aroſe and 
went out to meditate on the text, and to pray, 


heart yet hard. In the evening I determined, 


( 14 ] 


Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye forth lo meet him 
I aroſe immediately and opened a book, intending 


to walk out, but looking into it, found at the 
place I had opened, uſeful directions for examina- 


tion before the receiving the ſacrament, and, my 


heart being enlarged with a ray of light, that dart- 
ed into my very ſoul, I prayed, with my wife and 
Mrs. B who was alſo to communicate, over 
the commandments, and went to the holy ſacra- 
ment, in which I received further illuminations 
and aſſurance of God's favour to my ſoul. Since 
that time the affections of my ſou] are changed; 
I delight no more in worldly goods, but in a life 
of faith in Jefus Chriſt, my ſole joy and comfort 
are center'd in him, who out of the riches of 
his fulneſs ſtrengthens my ſoul with the grace of 
his holy ſpirit, and I can't reſt under the hidings 
of his face, until he reſtores the comfort of his 
love. I yet learn more and more the wretched 
baſeneſs of my corrupt nature, and the vanity of 
this life, and of all. worldly enjoyments; I am 
wearied with the many evils that intercept at times 


my communion with the holy ſ;irit, 1 watch, I 


ſtrive, E-pray daily againſt the enmity and ſtrug- 
glings of my carnal heart, which, tho' ſo overcome 
as to be kept under by the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 


yet too often, Satan taking an advantage thereby, 


do foil me, which occaſions heavineſs of heart, 
ſuch as St. Paul complain'd of, ſaying, 1 find a 
law in my members, warring againſt the law of my 


mind, bringing it inte captivity to the law of fin 
- ; | 
and 


but according to his mercy he ſaved me, by the waſhing 
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſl, 
which he hath ſhed on me. Tit. iii. 5, 6. By his 
free grace and favour he hath ſaved me thro? faith, 
and that net of my ſelf, it is the free gift of God. Eph. ii. 
8. He hath ſaved me, and called me with an holy cal- 
ling, Cc. Tho' he hideth his face from me at times, 
and I am troubled, and tho! at ſuch ſeaſons weeping 
may endure for a night, yet joy cometh in the.morn- 
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and death, &c. yet at times I am tranſported with 
raptures of joy from the rays of divine light and 
love darted into my ſoul, which fill my mouth 
with thanks and ſongs of praiſe. Indeed the good- 
neſs of my God to my foul is beyond expreſſion 3 
none can know it but thofe who have felt it; it is 
a heaven begun upon earth. By faith I have it in 
a kind of poſſeflion, and can ſay with St, Paul, 
henceforth is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs. 
And with Jeb, my redeemer liveth whom I fhall fee 


for my ſelf, &c. And I rejoice in hope ; being fully 


aſſured that he is faithful who hath promiſed, and 
that, tho' I am as an unwholeſome vapour, as the 
ſtench of a- loathſom carcaſe by reaſon of the 
pollution of my depra 
me, yet in Chriſt I have a compleat righteouſneſs 
in him I have Wi/am, righttoufneſe, ſanificativ? , 


and redemptron 1 Cor. i. 30. which he hath ſealed 


to me by the pift of his holy ſpirit, whereby he 
enables me to cry Abba father : Not from any 
works of righteoufneſs which I have done, or can ah, 


ng and his everlaſting love he will never entirely take 
C2 


ved nature remaining in 


away 
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away from me. O dear ſiſter | This union with the 
bleſſed Jeſus, this treaſure, this happineſs, this joy, 
is only worthy of our anxious care. This is the 
true and chief end of our being, that we may know 


the Lord to be our God, to taſte that he is gracious, 

to contemplate his divine excellencies, and ſet 

forth his glory and praife for ever. This is the 

happineſs of angels, and of glorified ſaints, who 

ſing inceſſant ſongs of praiſe, &c, continually cry- 

ing , holy, holy, Lerd God almighty, heaven and 

earth are full of the majeſly of thy glory, theu al:ne 

art worthy to receive glory and honour, ard might and 

majeſty, and deminien, and praiſe, and thanks, for ever 

and ever. O let us, tho' feeble unworthy creatures, 
yet join with thoſe who excell in ſtrength, in the 

delighiful concert! I ſhould rejoice to ;hear that 

you have experienced this happy change of heart, 
this union with Jeſus Chriſt above mention'd, 

Indeed without it, however moral we have been 
in our lives, we may juſtly conclude that we have 
never been waſh'd from our original corruption 
by the blood of the holy Jeſus, and have no part 

in him, for whomſoever he accepts and juſtifies, 
he alſo ſanQifies, and changes the diſpoſitions of 
their ſouls ; he fills them with love, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. Inſtead of delighting 
in worldly goods, we ſhall delight henceforih in do- 
ing the will of God, and ſpeaking of his wondr- 
ous goodneſs, eſpecially of what he has done for 
our ſouls. The ſpirit of Chriſt dwelleth in us, 
except we are reprobates, and it powerfully quick- 
ens 
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ens and excites us to thoſe things which are ac- 
ceptable to him, therefore by this you may 
prove your ſelf ; but firſt ſearch the holy ſcriptures, 
and ſce whether thoſe things are ſo or not. Dear 
Siſter, I have no thought that you are regardleſs of 
God, and the welfare of your ſoul, but my fear 
is leſt you ſhould. reſt your ſelf, in the ſame 
manner as I did, and be deceived in the true 
ſtate and condition of your ſoul, as I was, Since 
I wrote the above, I have been in a low weak 
condition, of body which yet continues, and find” 
ing that ſitting to write hurts me, I delay'd copying 
over fair what I had wrote to ſend you, but not find+ 
ing as yet any likelihood of health ſoon, I was, not 
willing to delay any longer, leſt it might not be 
in my power to write. I am entirely reſigned to 
the will of God, and deſire that he might diſpoſe 
of me to his own glory. That his bleſſing may 
reſt on you and your family, that he may give you 
the earneſt of his bleſſed ſpirit, an aſſurance of his 


favour here, and eternal comfort in Jeſus Chriſt, 


when time ſhall be no more, is the prayer. of 
Your loving Brother, 
Feb. 5. 1740-8. / H. B. 
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NUM B. Il. 
A litter from Mrs. Bryan to her Sifter, confirming 
| ſome paſſages mentioned in the former letter, 


Oftober, mom] 739. 
Dear Siſter, 


Am ſorry I had ſo little diſcourſe with you con- 

. cerning your better part, when you was here 
with me laſt ; being very deſirous to know, if it has 
pleaſed God to bleſs your frequent ſickneſſes laſt 
winter to you. As for me I have learned by happy 
experience that it was good for me that I have 


deen afflicted, and muſt own that I had wrong 


notions of religion *till lately, Had any one 
told me before that illneſs, that we were to be 
born again of God, and feel the power of God in 
our hearts, convincing us that we were the-children 


ok God, and making ſo intire a change in us, as to 


make us new creatures, and to be ſo entirely altered, 
not only in our outward actions, but in our 
thoughts, words, and deſires, as to endeayour to 
make them all tend to God's glory, or elſe, that 
we were not in a ſtate of ſalvation, I ſhould have 
thought it very ſirange, and what could not be 
true; but I am now as much convinced of it, as 
that lam now wiiting. Indeed we may feel the ſpirit 
of God in our hearts, and be as ſure of it, as that 
we feel any thing we have in our hands. Be not 


ſurpriſed that I tell you ſo, for I have experienced 
it. For ever be adored my great and good God 
for 
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( 19 ] 
for making me a partaker of his rich and free grace 
in Jeſus Chriſt, me who was ſo unworthy ! You 
know what an outward profeſſion I made of reli- 
gion, and I thought I was ſincere, I not only made it 
my endeavour to be conſtant at church and facra- 
ments, and in performing my morning and evening 
devotions, but endeavoured to follow David's rule, 


ſeven times a day to retire to pray, and to praiſe 


Gd, and I kept ftrift faſts, and yet was a ſtranger 
to true piety ; I built on a wrong foundation, and no 
wonder that the building fell, for as ſoon as I was fo 
il] as to be given over, and death looked me in the 
face, I was ſo far from having any comfortable 
hopes, that I was ſeized with great fear, and found 
all that I had done would avail nothing in order 
to my juſtification, and ſo was forced out of my 
ſelf to rely entirely on Chriſt, and beged of God 
to have mercy on me, for his ſake alone, and 
that I might be found in him, nit having my own 
righteouſn-ſs, Lut that which is by faith of Jeſes 
Chrift, And one morning, as I looked up to him 
in prayer, he darted, as it were, a ray of light and 
joy into my ſoul, which affected me in ſuch a 
manner as words cannot expreſs. He gave me as 
great an aſſurance that my prayers were heard, and 
that he had forgiven me, as if an angel had. been 
ſent to. tell me of it, and likewiſe that I ſhould re- 
cover, tho it was months before J did. Once 
after that, I thought I was .a dying, being taken 
with a great difficulty in breathing, and I felt 
a little damp on my ſpirits, even then after my 
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aſſurance, tho' I can never ſufficiently bleſs God for 
letting me know the difference of dying with com- 
fortable hopes, and being in great doubts ; for words 
cannot expreſs the fear and aſtoniſhment which feize 
a ſoul in the immediate views of death when it is 
doubtful what will become of it to all eternĩty.— 
To think you are a going to a place from whence 
you can never return, and yet not to know certainly 
what that place may be, only that it muſt be a place 
of the greateſt happineſs or miſery, is ſurprizingly 
ſhocking! — And now let me acquaint you, why I 
had no benefit under thoſe means of grace which! 
mentioned as formerly obſerved by me. It was 
owing to a falſe notion I had, which I learnt from 
the books I had read, and the doctrines I had heard 
preach'd by our clergy, that our works were a means 
of our juſtification, and that Chriſt's merits were to 
make up the deficiencies of them. That we wete 
to be ſaved by faith alone, without any regard to 
works paſt, preſent, or to come, was what I never 
heard any of our clergy preach. I believed the 
ſcripture, and that there was ſuch an one as our 
Saviour, who was both God -and man, and that 
he dyed, and roſe again, and that there was none 
other name given under heaven, whereby we 
might be faved, but thro* him, but I was fo far 


from having a living faith in Chriſt, that I knew 


not what it was. The firſt thing that I would 
have you to do, dear Siſter, for I believe you are as 
ignorant of that faith as I was, is to go to God as 
2 poor ſinner, to beg ſalvation of him as his freegift, 

3 and 


211 

and earneſtly pray to him to give you a living faith, 
whereby Chriſt's righteouſneſs may be apply'd to 
your heart ; for, if you have a true faith, it will 
work by love; you'll find it exciting and enabling 
you to do every good word and work, you'll do 
good works then from a right principle, not with 
a view of juſtifying your ſelf, but purely out of 
love and gratitude, I beg you would not reft 
your ſelf fatisfy'd in your preſent condition, becauſe 
you have ſome reaſon to think your ſelf better than 
ſome you are acquainted with, but intreat that you 
wou!d cry earneſtly to God night and day, to give 
you a living faith. Never be eaſy or think your 
ſelf in the way of ſalvation till you find or feel ſome- 
thing in your ſoul like what I've expreſs'd ; for it 
would be as wiſe for you to go to ſleep when your 
houſe is on fire over your head, as to be eaſy in an 
unregenerate ſtate, and in ſuch a ſtate you muſt be, 
till you find as intire a change in your beart, as if 
you was become another perſon. I hope it has 
pleaſed God to bleſs the reading of thoſe books to 
you, which you took home with you ; and mult beg 
of you to read your bible with more diligence and 
attention then ever; never let a day paſs without 
reading ſome part of-it, and when ever you go to 
read, beg earneſtly of God to enlighten your un- 
derſtanding, and bleſs your reading to you; ex- 
amine your heart by what you read, and when 
you have done, beg to God to make you both wil- 
ling and able to do as you are commanded, One 
thing I muſt not omit, which was of great benefit 

to 
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to me, which was the reading of Mr. ifi 
ſermons, where I met with things ſo much lik: 
what paſs'd in my own ſoul, that it gave me 
2 great opinion of the author, for I thought i it was 
impoſſible he ſhould treat of thoſe things as 
he does, ff he had not experienced them, and 
Chat in a more extraordinary manner then I had: ] 
Chink there was a particular providence in ſending 
thoſe ſermons to me, when I ſtood fo much in 
need of inſtruction, and was prepared to receive it, 
If you have not read his Sermons, I beg you will 
pet them, and likewiſe his Journals, from which 
I alfo received great advantage. I've now laid. by 
all plays and romances, and ſuch like entertain- 
ments, and defire to know no other diverſion but that 
of doing good. Yeu may judge by this letter thit 
here is fome change wrought in me, though I owh 
with ſhame it is the firſt letter I've wrote on this 
fubje& to you; tho? the difference of our age might WF" 
have made you expect letters of advice before now 
from me, which I hope you will forgive, for I will . 
now endzavour to give you the beſt I can, according 
to my poor capacity, and will pray that Gd will Ne. 


P 


dleſs my advice to you; tho' I confeſs I am unfit to i 


teach, becauſe I am but beginning to learn what it is 
to be a chriſtian, but T'truſt that as God has given me IP) 
a hearty deſire to know and do his will, fo he will 
give me grace faithfully to perform the ſame, which e 
that he may do for us both, is the prayer of, I 
Your affeRionate Siſter, I" 

"es C. B. 

P 0 $, 
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p. F. One thing I wou'd have you obſerve is, 
that I felt and experienced thoſe things-I tell you 
of, before I had read Mr. ©b:tefield's works 
on the New-Birth or Fuſtification, ot heard, or 
thought any ſuch things were to be felt or known, 
ſo that I would not have you think that I was 
led away by him with his Enthuſtaſtick noti- 
ons, as the world: is pleas'd to call them. 


NUM B. III. 
A letter from Mr. Hugh Bryan to his Child. 


uly 16th, 1740. 
Dear Child, 7 * 


fore you in that town where you are, which 
als under the names of neatneſs, and innocent 
iverſions, and amuſements, I ſhall not be ſur- 
ized to hear that my laſt was a diſagreeable let- 
er, injoyning unneceſſary reſtraints, and laying 
ou under an obligation to be ſingular, and con- 
equently to be pointed at, and perhaps ridiculed 


ut, my Dear, let ſuch thoughts put you upon ſeek- 


ag to God for his directions for that true wiſdom 


by which only you may underſtand: his will. God 
ill give liberally, (ſee- James 1. ver. 5.) if we 


ek with honeſt and holy intentions to promote his 
glory, in devoting our lives to his. ſervice, which 
only is the true end of our being. Piay to God 


or the light of his Spirit to ſearch the ſcriptures, 


(che 


Onſideting the continual ſcene of vanities. be- 
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(the light of your own reaſon can never under- 


ſtand them effectually,) and, after you have prayed 
and read, ſpend ſome time in meditating on what 
you have read, reſolving by God's aſſiſtance to 
practice what you ſhall find to be your duty how 
difficult ſoever it may ſeem. If you have doubts, 
open your mind to your aunt or your uncle, or 
write to me for advice : you muſt not be aſham'd 
to let me know your doubts or ignorance of any 
thing that concerns your ſoul's happineſs, or your 
conduct in life, The foul that ſeeks happineſs 
muſt be open, and willing to receive reproof, as 
well as inſtruQion ; remember and bear conſtantly 
in mind, that in .your baptiſmal vow, you have 
abſolutely renounced all the vanitics of this world, 
and that every ſuperfluous thing is 2 vanity which 


| you are to ſhun. All diſcourſe which has no 
tendency to your own good, or to the gogd of 
others, is idle, unprofitable, and ſinful, and your 
ations are to be governed by the ſame rule ; there- 
fore when you find in you an inclination to any 
vanities; lift up your prayer to God for ſtrength 


to enable you, and reſolve immediately to turn 
your heart to ſome object, or ſubject that may 
be agreeable to his will, Conſider the thoughts 
of your heart, eſpecially the firſt motions of your 
foul every morning, whether they are raiſed with 
love and thankſullneſs to God for his goodneſs, or 
running after other objects; if the latter, then im- 
mediately throw them off, as proceeding from the 
evil one, and as tokens of the ill tate, and finful 
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diſeaſe of your own ſoul, and pray heartily for the 
love of God to be implanted in your foul, and for 


his ſandifying grace and holy ſpirit to putify and 
cleanſe all its affections. Theſe firſt fprings of 


thought from the foul in a morning are a true in- 
dex of the affection or ſtate of the ſoul, ſer « 
g'od tree d:th not bring forth evil fruits, neither do l 


a corrupt tree bring forth good fruits, and the fats 
fountain doth net ſend” forth bitter waters and feet e 
as the fruit is, ſo is the tree, and as the ſtreams, 
ſo is the fountain; an unregenerate wicked ſoul will 
be continually ſending forth wicked, impure, earth. 
ly, light, empty, vain, trifling and unholy thoughts, 
and every foul that is regenerated and fanAlifyed by 
the Spirit of God will breathe forth. in holy praiſes 
and devout affeions its ardours and ſtrong de- 
ſires to him, ſecking with longings and fervency 
aſter further and ſtronger communications of the 
ſame Spirit to mould it into love and obedience to 
his will, that his name may be glorified by all 
its faculties and powers. At leaſt ſuch a ul 
will grieve and mourn when ſuch a frame of ſpirit 
is wanting. And now, my Dear, Can it be a re- 
ſtraint on a ſoul thus diſpoſed, to refrain vain ſongs, 
dancings, and fine dreſs, or light and unprofitable 
diſcourſe and diverſions? Or will not ſpiritual 
ſongs, hymns, and pſalms of praiſe be mote no- 
ble, and ſuitable, and” agreeable to raiſe its af- 
fections to the true objects of its love? And will 
not a plain clean dreſs, profitable diſcourſe that 
* inform the judgment, and ſuch diverſions 


D | only 
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only as may fit and prepare both body and ſoul for the 
true and only end of its being, (namely, to glorify 
God) be its only delight and conſtant aim and 
happineſs, even in this life ? Then, and not till then 
can it truly ſay with the holy P/almi/t, Whom have 
I in heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth 
that I deſire beſides (or like unto) thee, Pſal. xxiii. 25, 
for thiu, O Ged, art the ſtrengtßh F my heart and ny 
portion for ever. This is the happineſs of the godly 
perſon even in this life, and ſuch an one can ſay 
further; God it on my fide, I will not fear, but 
will rejoice in him, the God of my ſalvation ; is 
ſpirit ſha'l comfort and ſupport me, and by his power, 
ſhall I be delivered out of all adverſities. O | reſt not, 
my Dear, in the love of worldly goods; get out of 
this ſpiritual Sodom, from the vain ſenſual delights 
which pollute the ſoul, leſt you be conſumed with 
the wicked ; flee to your moſt gracious redeem- 
er, ſeek to him with ſtrong and conſtant prayers 
to accept and juſtify you by his free grace, and 
ſanctify your corrupt nature by his holy Spirit, 
that your whole ſoul and body may be prepared 
for his ſervice, and devoted intirely to do his will. 
Let this advice fink deep into your heart! Pray 
over it as I do, that the bleſſing of God's Spirit 
may accompany your ſoul in the peruſal of it. To his 
moſt gracious favour and protection I commit you; 
and may he reward the kindneſs of your Uncle 
and Aung wich all ſpiritual and temporal Bleſſings, 


(27] 
2s may be moſt expedient for them. — My love 
waits on them : my family was well four days paſt. 
From your affectionate Father, 
H. B. 
NUM B. IV. 


Antler letter from Mr. Hugh Bryan 10 his Child.” 


October 14th, 1740. 
Dear Child, 


Nowing the terrors of the Lord, and the na- 
K tural enmity of our hearts to the true love of 
him and his ways, I would, if poſſible, perſwade 
you. Indeed my ſoul is in pain for you till 
Chriſt be formed in you, for till then there can be 
no more true fellowſhip and communion betwixt 
God and the ſoul, than betwixt light and. dark- 
neſs, God and Belial: and in nothing are we more 
apt to deceive ourſelves, than in the true ſtate of 
our hearts towards God; our hearts are very de- 
ceitful, and continually prone to evil; and ſelf-love 
is partial, it ſeeks to put favourable conſtructions 
on all our thoughts, words, and actions; we are 
apt to ſay of our ſins, as Lot of the city of Zaar, Is 
it nota little one ? Forgetting the infinite purity and 
truth of God, that he hates all fin and will not clear 
the guilty, for he is ju as well as merciſul. If we 
break one tittle of the commandments we are guilty 
of all, and ſhall be juſtly condemned for our fin, ex- 
cept we repent, and by faith lay hold on the righte- 
ouſnels of Jeſus Chriſt, Our moſt perſect obedi- 
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ence' is chargeable” with imperſection and ſin; and 
even our molt ardent prayer and penitential cries, 
ſtand in need of our Lord's atonement and medi- 
ation. But, fer ever bleſſed be the name of the 
holy Jeſus, who, ſeeing our miſery, and knowing 
the true va'ue of our ſouls, did, out of his free 
grace and love, become our ſurety, and, to ſave 
us, took upon him our nature and follfilled the 
righteouſneſs of the whole law of God in our 
ſtead. , He ſhed his moſt precious blood, and died 
to expiate our guilt ; he aroſe again for our juſti- 
fication, and aſcended and entered into his glory 
with the Father, where he ever makes interceſſion 
for the ſins of ſuch as come to him; that all thoſe 
who truly believe in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. My Dear, ſearch your heart 
diligently, in your prayers beg earn:{{ly and con- 
ſkant'y of Cod to ſhew you even the moſt ſecret 
ſs of your life, leſt you be deceived and fall ſhort of 
the grace of God; leſt, not embracing the opportu- 
nity of his . in the ſtrivings of his Spi, ĩt with 
your ſoul now to. reclaim you, by putting you 
in mind of your miſerable deprav'd nature, and 
your daily ſins of commiſfien and om ſſion, of 
thoughts, words, and deeds, ( each of which deſerve 
damnation) aid of God's great willingneſs to re- 
ceive you to the arms of his merey, thro" the merits 
and mediation of his ſon, your day wf grace be paſt, 
and he, for your obſtinate refuſal or neglect, with- 
draw his holy Spirit, and leave you to the awaken- 
ings of a wounded conlcience and of his awful judg- 

ment · 
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ment. Remember Eſau, who, having once light» 
ed his father's bleſſing, could not aſterwards ob- 
tain it, tho' be ſought it carefully with tears, Con- 
ſider the infinite condeſcention of God the Fathers 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, jointly 
concurring in the work of our redemption, giving 
the knowledge of fin by his holy law, and of 
the way for pardon and ſalvation, in his holy 
goſpel, Our gracious redeemer therein holding 
forth the tenders of his love and pardon to all that 
will come to him to be ſaved. I have not now 
time to enlarge on the condeſcending goodneſs af 
God to us; I can only ſay it is infinite; and could 
we love him with a ſeraphick love, and praiſe his 
holy name with the tongue of angels to all eter- 
nity, it would be infinitely ſhort of his ſuper- 
abounding love to us in Jeſus Chriſt, My Dear, 
be diligent in the uſe of means ; read your Bible, 
not in a flight or ſuperficial manner, but with 
a heart ſeeking to God to reveal the truth a:d 
light thereof to your ſoul. Read alſo Whitefield, 
and Allein's works, and books of that nature; 
look not upon them as too ſtrict, for if you do, 
and content your ſelf with a leſs degree of holineſs 
than they require, as conſiſtent with ſcripture, 
you'll find your ſelf deceived, when probably it 
will be too late. The ſoul that is truly converted 
ſtrives to be holy as God is holy, and to abound 
in the fruits of the Spirit: thro' the miſtaken no- 
tions of religion, the true ways of God ſeem to 
the unregenerate and carnal world, as rigours and 
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ſeverities, heavy burthens grievous to be born, and 
inconſiſtent with his goodneſs; they know not 
they are ſick, their palates are vitiated, their eyes 
and underſtandings blinded thro' the malignant 
diſeaſe of their ſouls, and therefore they conclude 
the moſt ſavory meat to be nauſeous, or at beſt 
inſipid. But the ſoul that is made whole by 
the ſanctifying virtues of the blood of Chriſt 
has quite a different taſte, ir ſavours the things of 
God, its greateſt care is to be found in his likeneſs, 
imitating the holineſs and love of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
and wou'd, if poffible, be filled with a ſeraphick 
love to the author of its being; it rejoices in the 
communications of his grace and holy Spirit to 
animate and ſtrengthen it to do his will, and if 
at any time it finds a coldneſs or lukewarmneſs 
towards him, it is reſtleſs and diſconſolate, ſeck- 
ing with the utmoſt importunity the quickning 
rays of his Spirit to kindle up -the ſparks of its 
affection to flame out towards him; it will admit of 
no rival to take poſſeſſion in his room, its thirſtiogs 
ae only for the living God, to have conſtant com- 
munion and fellowſhip with his Spirit, thereby 
to advance his glory, and ſolace it ſelf in his love 
it looks on the ornaments of dreſs and faſhion as 
delufive toys that enſnare the foul, and on the gay» 
ety and mirth of this world, as the product of de- 
prav'd minds, intirely ignorant of the true joys 
of religion, Ihe ſoul that has taſted of the hea- 
venly gift, Iaths theſe hufks, as only fit for ſwine, 
So divine and weighty, and of ſuch infini:e con- 
cern to us, are theſe ſubjefts I write of, and fo 

pre- 
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precious an immortal ſoul, eſpecially to me, one 
that is ſo nearly allied and even linked and rivetted 
in mine as yours is, that I know not when to 
end my perſwaſions. O that the great God may 
impreſs theſe things on your ſoul with power, 
and direct you with his truths ! — I ſuppoſe, before 
this, you mult have heard of your Mamma's death; 
my loſs ia her is great ; ſhe was my fincere. friend, 
and faithful monitor; her converfation was ſa- 
vory and inſtructing, flowing from a heart dili- 
gently attentive to underſtand the fear of God and 
love of truth: her end was glorious, being fill'd 
with a divine love, and a ſtrong faith; I repine 
not, neither do I grieve, becauſe God did. graci- 
ouſly incline his ear, and anſwer'd our poor un- 
worthy prayers for her in the agonies of death 
he furniſhed her lamp wich freſh oyl, and took her 
away rejoycing- in his ſalvation. O that God may 
enable us ſo to live, that we may die the death 
of the righteous, and that our latter end may be 
like hers ! Her dying words I incloſe for your pe- 
ruſal. I have (thro' God's blefling) now a good 
ſtate of health; a little longer time is given me 
to improve for the ſervice of my maſter. Mr. B— 
and Mrs. B— are well. Our love waits on your 
Uncle and Aunt : 1 received a. letter to day from 
N— G—, ſhe is well, and very thankful that 
ſhe was ſent to Gerrgia for learning. | 


From your affeQionate F ather, 
HF. . 
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NUM B. V. 
A litter from Mr. Hugh Bryan to his Sifter, 


Nov. 7th, 1740. 

Dear Siſter, 
Am in health of body, and I truſt in my God 
that his goodneſs to me ſhall redound to his 
glory, N— G— was well laſt Friday: Mr. H 
writes we much in commendation of her, and ſhe 
thanks me for ſending her to Georgia, hoping it 
will tend to her eternal welfare. God, whoſe com- 
paſſions never fail thoſe who ſincerely ſeek him, 
has greatly manifeſted his love to my Brother J— 
has cauſed the light of his Spirit to break in upon 
his ſoul, and has diſpell'd the clouds of darknefs 
and deſpair, with which he waz overcaſt, ſo that 
his mourning is turn'd to joy, and he is thankfully 
ſhewing forth the praiſes of our redeemer. His 
wife has alſo prevailed, and rejoyces in hope of 
the glory of God's favour in Chriſt. Mrs. F/— 
is under ſtrong convictions. O that God may 
give her ſtrength and patience to bear up, and 
wait his time for the moving of the waters, to 
heal her ſoul! Brother R 's family was in 
health laſt week; I have not heard from Brother 
— ſince you was up. I hope they are all near 
the kingdom of God, and that he that has begun 
a good work in their hearts will perfect it, to their 
etcrnal comſort and his glory. My Niece, Mrs. B 


continues full of lo ve and joy from the reſreſhments 
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of the Almighty. Mr. B— is ſeeking under con- 
rictions, and ftriving and waiting to obtain the 
happy change. Mr, 7J——'s hall is throng'd' 
every evening with the inhabitants, who join with 
him in praye s and praiſes; and the humility and 
love in his behaviour ſpeak him to be a ſervant 
of Jeſus Chriſt. O that God wou'd perfeR him 
more and more for the edification of the church, 
and his own eternal bleſſedneſs! — I am prieved to 
hear the reproaches that are deviſed againſt Mr, 
, leſt they ſhould alienate the hearts of ſome 
from the truths ſpoken by him; tho' God, who is 
able to bring good out of evil, will doubtleſs difſ- 
pole all things ta his own glory, and to the good 
of his faithful ſervants. To his name be glory 
and praiſe for ever. | | 
Dear Siſtey, let us who have been made par- 
takers of the heavenly giſt, and taſted the goodneſs 
of divine love, be zealous for the honour of cur 
maſter Chriſt, and for the welfare of aur friends, 
aficring always in coaverlation that which tends 
to edification, and by example and precept endea- 
vour to win over thaſe about us. Let our pray» 
ers be continually aſcending in their behalf. Who 
knows but God may have regard to our ſupplica- 
tions, thro* the Son of his love, and give us yet 
more abundant reaſon to rejoyce in bim, for bring- 
ing others of our dear friends to be fellow-beirs 
with us in the inheritance of the ſaints. I have 
been in pain for Siſter B, teſt for the diſlike 
ef your Brother and her Father to Mr. 4 
ſhe 
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ine ſhould think the more lightly of his doctrines, 
and fall away from her love to Chriſt, O that 
he may ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh her-faith in him, 
and fill her foul with ſuch love, as may make 
her proof againſt all the affaulis of the enemy! 
You'll do well to viſit often to ſtrengthen each 
other in the Lord. I find the incumbrances in the 
buſineſs of this world clog and dull my affecti- 
ons ; this is my great burthen and trouble ; my ſoul 
loaths thoſe huſks, and I am too deeply ingaged to 
quit my ſelf of them as yet. O deluding comforts! 
how difficult to uſe, without letting them ſhare a 
part in our affections. I watch over my heart and pray 
to be delivered from theſe ſnares, but am too often 
foil'd by them ; every day's experience ſhews me 
the depravity of my nature, that I am all weak 
neſs, im perfection, and fin, and that I ſtand every 
moment in need of the guidance and afhſtance of 


a ſupernatural wiſdom and power to 'keep me 
from evil, and incline me to what is good. The 
chriſtian life is indeed- very fitly compared to a 
warfare ; our paſſions are ſtrong, our judgments 
weak, our enemy powerful, ſubtil and experienced, 
therefore our bleſſed Saviour adviſes us to watch 
and pray, and to abide in bim; and the apoſtle Paul 
adviſes us to put on the whole armiur of Gd, that 
we may be abie to fland againſt the wiles, and fiery 
darts of the devil. We muſt daily ſearch and 
ſeek by prayer to know the ſtate of our hearts. 
We muſt duly conſider the impreſſions of God's 


Spirit on our ſouls, and what thoughts, words, 
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or actions obſtruct that communion and harmony, 
which a union with the Spirit of Chriſt requireth, 
The fruits of this blefſed union, the apoſtle tells 
us, are love, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
A ſenſe of our pardon and reconciliation thro” 
Chriſt felt in the ſoul by the operations of his 
dleſſed Spirit, filling it with love unſpeakable and 
full of glory, draws it to delight it ſelf in its 
beloved, and it gladly ſtrives to be moulded more 
and more into his likeneſs, to be holy as he is 
holy in all the faculties and powers of ſou] and 
body. From this union of Spirits with Chriſt's 
we more clearly diſcern his glorious perfections 
revealed in his word, and our natural baſeneſs 
and miſery ; as alſo his boundleſs love and con- 
deſcention in calling us to a ſtate of ſalvation, 
thro' the ſacrifice and oblation of his precious 
blood ; for not by any works of righteouſneſs that 
we have done (or cando) but from his ſovereign free 
grace and favour, he calleth us to this glorious 
liberty of heirſhip with himſelf of eternal glory, 
altho', in the judgment of our conſciences, we 


juſtly deſerve damnat on. From theſe conſiderati- 


ons, and feeling the rays of divine light and love in 
the ſoul, the ſoul is tranſported into extaſies of joy 
and thankfulneſs, loft in wonder, love, and praiſe; 
our heaven is begun on earth, by faith we have 
it in poſſeſſion, and by thoſe manifeſtations of 
divine light and love to our ſouls, we taſte the 
ſweetneſs of that bread of life, that heavenly 
manna of our ſouls, our compaſhonate Jeſus, and 
folace _ 
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ſolace our ſelves in his love. O ſtupendous love! 
Who can feel it, and not be lifted up into rap- 
tures to eccho forth his boundleſs praiſe ? But 
alas! how can we ſufficiently commilerate their 
deplorable folly and blindneſs, who, being igno- 
rant of thoſe rays from the ſun of righteouſneſ 
ſhining on the ſoul, eſteem our inward feeling of 
the ſpirit, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, to hen 
religious frenzy raiſed by the ſtrength of heatel 
imagination, or ſome diſorder of the body. Vain 
man!] ignorant of the compoſition, frame, and tex- 
ture of the moſt minute inſe&, thou wilt pre- 
ſume to deny the eſſential truths of God reveal'd 
in his word, and the operations of his infinite 
Spirit, becauſe not to be comprehended within 
the reach of thy weak, finite underſtanding! 
Let us ever adore and praiſe our good God, who 
has inclined our hearts to believe and receive his 
truths, and has not leſt us to the power and ma- 
lice of the tempter and deſtroyer of ſouls. Dear 
Siſter, I am telling you that which, (I hope) you 
know better than my felf, but you will excuſe me, 
if you conlider what L. write as a token to re- 
mind you of your great obligations not to ge- 
gle&t the giſt of God in you, but zealouſly to 
perſevere in whatſoever may tend to his glory 
the good of others, and your eternal comfort. | 
long to ſee you; Þ could long ago have told you 
(without flattery) that I loved you as a kind Siſter, 
but now much more, beloved of my Lord Jeſus 
I] find a union of fouls with all who ate unite! 


to 


1371 

F to him; we are all one in him, ſeparate members, 
p- but yet of the ſame body, and joint heirs together 
ut of his fulneſs; therefore as our diſtance from each 
it other will not admit of frequent converſation 
0 together, let us correſpond by writing, let us ſym- 
It pathize with each other in ſorrow or joy, and pro- 
of W voke unto love, and to good works, My love waits 
2 on Brother T-—\, Brother and Siſter & 
ed Siſter B——, and all friends. Mrs. B falates 
in you with love. May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt him- 
„„, and God, even our. Father, who hath loved us, 
and given us everlaſting conſolation, and gaad hope thro? 
va WH grace, comfort your hearts, and keep y:u blameleſs 
ite WY and harmleſs without rebuke, in the mid/Faf a crooked 
vin and perverſe generation, among wham inay you ſhits 
8 as lights in the world! That you may be fruitful 
ho in every good word and work to the glory of his 
his free grace, is the prayer of, 


Your affectionate Brother, 


H. 3. 
ne, Dear Siſter, 


re- Pray ſor me that my faith may be ſtrong * 
n- W the Lord. 


to E NU MB: 
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NUM B. VI. 


1 A liter from Mr. Hugh Bryan, o Mair 


| 3— 
4 Nov. 21th, 1740, 
| 


Dear Sir, 
Ncloſed is a letter, which if put into our 
g Melly) Gaxetie might probably have ſome good 
1 effect. Our God has ſuffered long with us, and 
9 I fear leſt the late fire may be followed with more 
| 


fevere ſtrokes of his diſpleaſure, Certainly we 
ſtand in need of having our hearts humbled by 
ſcourgings, ſince the fatherly diſpenſations of di- 
vine bounty and favour have only been abuſed to 
f ſecurity, — Surely never could there be more need 
ö for mourners in Zion than at this day among us, 
becauſe that light is come into the world, and 
men chooſe darkneſs rather than light, and have 
trampled on the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
deſpiſing the riches of God's free grace in Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom they ſet at nought, and even among 
thoſe who profeſs to love Chriſt, and bow before 
him as his people, too many do in works deny 
him reſting in the outſide ſhell of religion: they 
reſerve their hearts (tho' the only acceptable ſa- 
crifice in his ſight) for the joys and vanities of 
worldy good, and the ſervice of his enemy the 
devil. Surely this is reſting on a ſpider's webb, 
and if ſuch ſouls are not rous'd from their ſecurity, 
they will drop thro? into hell. God will not ac- 
dept of leſs than the whole heart, All the fa- 

culties 
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culties and powers of our ſouls and bodies are to be 
entirely given up and devoted to his ſervice, (tho 
all are too little, too mean to make a due return 
of love and praiſe,) otherwiſe how ſhould the ga 
be flraight and the way narrow that leads to life ? 
How ſhould it be as eaſy for a Camel to go thre a 
needl.'s eye, as fer a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
if keaven ? Here lies the difficulty in reſigning 
tie whole heart, in renouncing the world, the 
profits and pleaſures thereof, and giving up all in 
affection for Chriſt's ſake. This made the young 
rich man go away ſorrowful, tho' he thought he had 
kept the other commandments, and had reſted him- 
ſelf there. Too many in our days follow. his ex- 
ample, and are ſo deluded as to imagine that Chriſt's 
precepts to his followers, not to lay up fer: themſelves 
treaſures on earth, to be crucified unta the world, 
to take up their croſs daily and follow him, &c. 
have not that ſignification in them which they 
plainly import. O deluded ſouls! has he told 
us that thro" much tribulation we muſt enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, and ſhall we ſeek that heavenly 
inheritance in the ways of worldly indulgences and 
eaſe ? Did he with patience and humility go the 
thorny way, by reproaches, mockings, ſcourgings, 
buffettings, and exquiſite ſufferings 3 why then 
ſhould we expect to follow him on beds of down 2 
Can we give him all the affections of our ſouls, 
heartily deſiring. that his will may be done 
in and by us, in all things that may advance his 
glory and intereſt, whether by our poverty, re- 
E 2 proaches, 
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proaches, neceſſities, perſecutions, or even our 
death, by ſuffering and bearing all things for his 
fake? Doth the love of Chriſt conſtrain us to 
ftrive heartily (as thoſe that are running a race,) to 
imploy all the faculties and powers of our ſouls 
and bodies, and our ſubſtance for 'his glory and 
fervice ? Have we felt in our ſouls a real ſorrow 
for fin, preſſing us down under its burthen ? Have 
we ſeen ourſelves loſt undone creatures, and 
that we had no help in our ſelves? Have we 
been driven to ſeek for refuge in Jeſus Chriſt, to 
caſt our ſelves entirely on him, and apply him to 
our ſouls by faith, for righteouſneſs, juſtification, 
ſanctification, ' redemption, and eternal life ? And 
have we experienced the powerful influences. of 
his holy Spirit in our ſouls, filling our hearts with 
love, and peace, and joy, and does he continue to 
excite, quicken, and ftrengthen us to love and fear 
him, and to do his will? Then are we indeed 
his diſciples, and may aſſure our hearts before him, 
that we are paſſed from death unto life, tho” indeed 
narrow is the way that leads to life, and few there 
be that find it, compared to thoſe many that go 
the braad way to defliruftim. By their fruits ye 
{hall know them; a fg-tree dath nit bear olive 


berries, neither a vine figs, and the ſame fountam 
doth not yield ſalt waters and freſh. Theſe things 
I hope you know better than my ſelf, but Jet us ftir 
up each other unto love and good works: 1 ſhal) 
be glad of a correſpondence of this nature, and let 


as many of us as have obtained grace and favou 
thro 
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thro! our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhew our gratitude 
by ſtriving to advance his kingdom in the hearts of 
all about us, with whom we converſe ; let us 
be improving our talents diligently to his glory, that 
we may in the great day be able to give account 
ef cur flewardſhip with joy, and may not be afraid 
with any amazement. We know it is written, 
he that converteth a ſinner from| the error of his 
way, ſpall ſave a ſml from death, and hide a 
- multitude of ſins. My reſpects wait on you and 
your ſpouſe : that you both may be fill'd with the 
ve of God, and that his gracious favour and pro- 
» tection may be more and more manifeſted to your 
d ſouls to add new vigour to your faith and zea 
of ſor his glory, is the prayer of, Dear Sir, 


Your ſervant in Jeſus Chriſt, 
H. B, 
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NU M B. VII. 
4 Lats ſren Mr. Hugh Bryan #0 his Si Wer. 


Fan, 22d. 1740-1: 


— - 


Dear Siſter, 


in [ Rejoiced the laſt Summer to hear that God had 

all'd you with his love, and that you had de- 
fir oted yourſelf to be a follower of our Lord Jeſus 
m Chbriſt. His condeſcentionsto us are infinite, an] the 
et WW *<turns of love that we poor duſt can make, could 
1 we ſpend an eternity in devoting all the faculties and 
d' E 3 power 
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powers of our ſouls and bodies to do his will, and 
ſetting forth his glory and praiſe, all would de 
too mean, too unworthy to be mentioned as any 
recompenſe for his favours, How highly does he 
honour us, in calling us out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light, from the flavery of fin and death 
to liberty and eternal life, from being children of 
the devil to be his children, and heirs of eternal 
glory, whilſt many others, perhaps our ſuperiours 
in both natural, and acquired accompliſhments of 
body and mind, as to temporals, are left ſtill in 
their ſtate of nature, in blindneſs and darkneſs of 
heart, ignorant of the power of converting grace, 
and of the ſweetneſs of the communications of di- 
vine love in theit ſouls, having no aſſurance of 
God's everlaſting and unchangeable love to them 
thro? Chriſt Jeſus. Indeed, dear Siſter, we are highly 
obliged above the carnal world; and our dear Lord 
faith of him fo whem much is given, that of him 
ſhall much be required : the ſins of God's children 
ſtab him to the very heart, in that they bring 
contempt on his holy ways, and occaſion his ene- 
mies to blaſpheme and to triumph in their rebel- 
lion againſt him. This conſideration ſhould make 
us careful to walk cireumſpectly, and fill us with 
an holy zeal for God, to employ all our firength 
of Soul and Body ſo as may promote his glory 
and intereſt ; this and nothing Jeſs can be agree- 
able to his commandment of /oving him with all 
aur bearts, and with all cur Arens, and nothing 
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hort of this love can be acceptable to him. The 


heart that is divided in its affections can have 
no true peace, no communion or fellowſhip with 
the holy Jeſus, and if we have taſled that he is 


gracious, and felt his love in our fouls, and now 


and that he is withdrawn, and that a cloud over- 
ſpreads our hearts, I believe we ſhall find, on a 
ſtrict ſearch into them, that we are fallen from 
our ſteadfaſtneſs, that We have admitted ſome rival 
of his into our ſouls, and provok'd him to with- 
draw from us. I know this is not always the 
caſe in times of deſertion; ſometimes he with- 
draws, to ſhew us our mes and to humble 
us, but I think that you will find by a ſtrit ob- 
ſervation of the diſpoſitions of your heart in the 
general, that ſin is commonly the cauſe of God's 
hiding his face, and leaving us under darkneſs 
and trouble, therefore under deſertion we ought 
to ſearch our hearts diligently, and to be earneſt 
with God to ſhew us our hidden fins, to affiſt 
us to fee and know ourſelves, even as he knows 
us, and to cleanſe our hearts from whatſoever is 
offenſive to his will, and never let us take any reſt 
in our ſelves, under the hidings of his face, but 
ſeek him with reſtleſs and earneſt defires, un- 
til we find the conſolation of his holy Spirit re- 
turn into our ſouls: let us never have the leaſt 
confidence in our on ſtrength, but always re- 
member St. Peter's denial of his Lord, and fear 
leſt, whil/ we think we fland, we ſhould be leſt 
to fall, Let us walk cloſely with God, committing 
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our ſelves intirely to his care, and let us not fear 
the frowns even of our beſt friends, according to 
the fleſh, when his honour and our ſouls welfare 
are concerned. Remember our Lord's ſaying, he 
that denieth me before men, him will J alſo” dem 
before my Father and the ho'y angels. And again, 
He that loveth Father or Mother more than mt, 
is not worthy of me therefore, my dear Sifter, if 
you ſhould meet with oppoſition from your friends, 
according to the fleſh, account it a trial of your 
faith and ſteadfaſtneſs in Chriſt ; behave to ſuch 
friends with all meekneſs and gentleneſs of Spirit, 
but be reſolute and Readfaſt for the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and conſent not on any conſideration to betray or 
deny him, by doing or conſenting to any thing 
inconſiſtent with his holineſs and dignity, but 
ſeek to him immediately for ſuccour and direction, 
and to ſtrengthen your faith in him. It was want of 
faith which made Sr. Peter deny Chriſt, Our 
chiiſtian life in the ſcripture is compared to a 
warfare; St. Paul adviſes, that we fhould fight the 
geod fight of faith, that ſo we may lay hold on eter- 
nal life ; and our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that thre 
much tribulation we muſt enter into the kingdom of 
Beauen. He himſelf was made perfect thro ſuf- 
ferings, and bore not only the curſe of God due 
for our ſins, but alſo the contradict ion of ' finners, 
the ſpightful malicious uſage of thoſe very wretches 
whoſe ſouls he came to fave from damnation, and 
for whom he prayed, Father forgive them, fir they 
know net what they do, Let his example teach 
x us 


us not only to ſuffer EF for his ſake, but 'to 
pity and pray with 'true compaſſion of foul for 
the eternal welfare of our perſecutors. Exceeding 
great and precious are the promiſes of God to his 
ſervants, and we know that he is faithful, and will 
never fail, nor forſake his children, that all things 
ſhall certainly work together for their good, and that 
for his own name ſake, he will keep them by his power 
thre faith unto ſalvation, — What fhall harm you, 
(ſaith the apoſtle P.ter) if you are followers of that 
which is goed? And again, it is faid, You ſhall reap 
if you faint not : therefore again I repeat it, let us 
walk cloſe with God, and let us not be aſhamed 
to confeſs a crucified Chriſt, and that not only 
with our lips, but in our lives, by devoting all 
the faculties and powers of our fouls and bo- 
dies to his fervice. Let it be our conſtant em- 
ployment to conſider his divine excellencies, and 
his infinite love to wretched bewildered man, and 
to our ſelves in particular. Let us duly examine 
and try our ſelves whether our evidences from 
heaven are ſure or not; whether the life which 
we now live, is by faith in the Son of God; 
whether his Spirit dwells in us, witneſſing with 
our ſpirits that we are his, one with him, as he 
and the Father are one. If ſo, then have we put 
off the old man, our former and corrupt affections, 
and are renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, and 
walk no more according to our former luſts, but 


* 1 Pet. iii. 13. + Gal. vi. 9. : 
| according 
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according to the will of him who hath changed, 
ſanQified, and created us in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works. If theſe evidences are in us then 
are we happy indeed, and may aſſure our hearts 
before him, that we are paſſed from death unto 
life, and that neither angels nor principalities, - nar 
powers, ner heights, nor depths, nor life, nor death, 
Hall ever be able to ſeparate us from the love of Gad, 
which is in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord*. But let us 
never reſt ſhort of this happy ſtate, nor flatter our 
ſelves with ſafety without theſe evidences of our di- 
vine union, but let us be reaching ſorwerd, firiving 
continually for the mark of the prize of our high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and let us not Joi. 
ter in his ſervice, ' If the rays of his love here 
ſhining into our ſouls fill us with extacies of joy 
far exceeding the greateſt delights of worldly good, 
then how much greater will the full enjoymeat of 
God be, when we ſhall ſee him face to face: Eye 
bath nat ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
the heart of man to conceive the great good which 
God hath prepared for thiſe who love him f. That 
he may comfort your heart with his love, and 
ſtrengthen, eſtabliſh and build you up more and 
more daily, in your moſt holy faith, to his eternal 
Glory and your inexpreſſible conſolation, is the 
prayer of 

Your loving Brother in Chriſt, 


H. B. 


Rom. viii. 38, 39. + 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
NUM B. 
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NUM B. VIII 


A letter from Mr. Hugh Bryan to his Sifler Mrs, 
M—— B— 


Dear Siſter, 
Heartily ſympathize with you in your conflict. 


May God be your ſupport | I hope before this 
time he has diſpell'd the clouds of darkneſs, and 


has reſtored the rays of the glorious ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs to warm, comfort, and rejoice your ſoul. 
Gd to humble his dear children, and to try their 
faith, hides his face, ſhows them their own vile- 
res and inſufficiency, and ſuffers them to go 
mourning, until they cry out with David, P/al, 
XxxViii. ver. 2, 3, 5, 6, and 10. Dine arrows 
lick faſt in me, thy hand preſſeth me ſor e,— there 
is no joundneſs in my fleſh becauſe of thine anger, 
n-ither is there any reſt in my bones, becauſe of my 


fins, — my wounds flink and are corrupt, becauſe. 


„Fun fooliſhneſs, am troubled. and bowed down 
greatly, I go mourning all the day long, — my heart 


| tanteth, ny flrength faileth ; as for the light of 


my ches, it is alſo gone from me. And again P/al, 
Ixxxviii. ver. 1, 14, 15. O Lord God of my fal- 
vation, J have cried day and night before thee, 
Lord, why caſteſt thou off my ſoul? Why hideſt 


thou thy face from me? I am affufed and ready 
to die; while. I ſuffer thy terrors 1 am difiratted— 
Thus doth God bring us lows and make us vile 


and miſerable in our own eyes, that we may the 
better 


[.48] 

better underſtand the exceeding greatneſs of bis 
loving kindneſs in Jeſus Chriſt, and in the great 
and glorious bleſſings which we enjoy thro” him, 
and that we may walk more circumſpectiy under 
the light of his favour, eſpecially when filled with 
the rays of the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhining in 
ſtrength. and glory into our ſouls. Dear Siſter, 
take care of diftruſting his mercy ; this proceeds 
from want of faith, Remember he ſaith, that 10 
temptation befalleth us but ſuch as is comman to m. 
that his grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, that bi; 
flrength ſhall be made perfett in cur weakneſs 
that be will not ſuffer us to be tempted, above wha 
we are able to bear, but will with the temptation give 
us a way 10 eſcape— that the very hairs of an 
head are all numbered &c,— that all things hal 
work together for gord to them who love him— tru, 
he hideth his face from us, and we are troubled, be- 
cauſe his light is departed, yet he hath aſſured u 
that his everlaſting Lve he will never entirely tak 
away from us,— he will ſurely. return with mercy 
to bind up the broken hearted, and reftore the 
joys of his falyation,— His gifts and callings an 
with:ut repentance, — and whomſoever he loveth, hy 
leveth to the end and with him there is no vari: 
ableneſs nor ſhadow of turning, Comfortable is that 
prayer of our dear Redeemer. St. Fobn, chap. xvii 
Huy father, keep thro" thine own name, thoſe whon 
th:u has given me, that they may be one, as we art, 
thoſe that thou gaveſt me I have kept, &c. I pray nu 
that thou ſbould'ft take them out of the world, but that 


thu 


4 
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thou ſhould ft keep them from the evil,—" ſanctiſ them 
thro' thy truth. Thy word is truth,. — neither pray 


fer theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall 


believe on me thro their word, that they all may he 
one, as thou father art in me, and I in thee ; that 
they alſo may be one in us, I in them, and thou in 
ne; that they be made perfect in ane, and that the 
world may know that thou haſi ſent me, and 
haſt loved them as thou hal loved me,— and 
again, thou laved'fi me before the foundation of the 
world, Verſes 11, 12, 15, 17, 20, 21, 23, 24. 
Certainly our dear Lord did never pray in vain, 
and theſe his petitions are granted unto all believers 
in him. As a father pitieth his children, even ſo 
(and with greater compaſſion) the Lerd pitieub them 
that fear him. — Jeſus, touched with a fellow feeling 
of our infirmities, having been tempted, and made like 
unto u;, ſin only excepted, though he may hide 
his face from us for a time, yet he will never 
withdraw entirely that love wherewith he loved 
us in the day of our eſpouſals. Call to mind your 
ſormer experiences. Plead before him your miſery 
and his gracious promiſes, and ſtay your foul on 
bis faithfulneſs, whoſe promiſes are all Yea and 
Amen. Look not on your own unworthineſs, but 
on his all- ſufficient fullneſs, who is the true anti- 
type of the brazen ſerpent that was lifted up in the 
wilderneſs for the healing of the people, that who- 
loever looked, upon it might be ſaved from death, 


God's glory is then moſt magnified in us, when we 


act faith in him under the greateſt trials and de- 
F , ſertions. 
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ſertions. O diſtruſt not his goodneſs and mercy 


for they endure for ever; only believe and you 


ſhall ſee the glorious goodneſs of God, for he i 
rich in mercy to all that call upon him; the 
humble and contrite heart he will not deſpiſe; 
he gently leads thoſe that are heavy laden, and 
carries his lambs in his arms. Indulge no deſpairing 
thoughts, theſe are indeed the deluſions of the 
enemy, and diſhonour our dear Lord Jeſus ; lay you 
ſelf at his footſtool, wreſtle there until he ſhall 
grant your prayer, and make your enemy to flee 
from you. Conſider the conflicts of the faithful 
in all ages; you will find that they underwent 
temptations, deſertion, and fiery trials, agreeable 
to which the divine word has told us, that thro 
much etribulatian we muſt enter into the kingdam of 
heaven V. Our chriftian life is compared to 2 
warfare, in which we wreſtle not with ficſh and 
blood only, but againſt principalities and powers 
of darkneſs, in which combat, it may pleaſe God, 
to ſuffer Satan the old ſerpent to bruiſe our 
heel, to enſnare, and perhaps give us a fall to 
ſhew us our own weakneſs, and that in God alone 
is all our help, but yet he will cauſe us again to 
ariſe with redoubled ſtrength, to bruiſe that wick- 
ed ſerpent's head. Dear Siſter, although I am ſtead- 
faſt in faith, and have no doubts of God's love 
to me, yet I have not for ſome time paſt been 
favoured with the warm rays of his divine tranſport- 


Acts xiv. 22. 
2 ing 
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ing love, which uſed frequently to ſhine into my 
ſoul. It is his pleaſure to withold thoſe comforts, 
which I am entirely unworthy to receive, I am 
therefore reſigned and thankful for what remains, 
and waiting at his footſtool in the means of his 
appointment, believing, that in his own good time, 
he will yet again comfort my ſoul with raviſhing 
manifeſtations of his love: In the mean time I am 
aſſured that neither men nor. devils ſhall be able to 
pluck me out of his hand; in like manner comfort 
your ſelf in him who is mighty and willing to fave, 
Believe, and he will make his goodnels pals before 
you, he will pluck your feet out of the miry clay, 
and reſtore joy and gladneſs to your ſoul, even 
the joys of his ſalvation. 

Jeſus my great high 7950 has ay'd; 3 

I ſeek no ſacrifice beſide. * 

Thy blood did once for all atone, 

And now it pleads before .thy throne, 


My Lord, my conqueror, and my king, 
Thy ſceptre and thy ſword I ſing 
Thine is the vict'ry, and I fit 

A joyful ſubject at thy feet. 


Aſpire my ſoul to glorious deeds, 
The captain of ſalvation leads. 


March on, nor fear to win the day, 
Tho' death and hell obſtru the way. 
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Shou'd death and hel), and powers unknown, 
Put all their forms of miſchief on, 

I ſhall be ſafe, for Chriſt diſplays 
Salvation in more powerful ways. 


That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may comfort your 
foul, and eſtabliſh you more and more daily -in 
your moſt holy faith, and give you a full aft 
rance of his eternal love unto you, ſuch as may 
mike you able to ſtand againſt all the affauly 


of the enemy, is the prayer of 
Your affectionate Brother, 
H. J. 


P. S. My love waits on Brother T-— and all 
friends, That the bleffing of our God in Chil 
Jeſus may be their continual comfort is the fintere 
prayer of Yours, &c, 


NUMB, IX, 
4 letter of Mr. Hugh Bryan 10 his Dag bur, 


Ars. Eooncs 1 


October 3d, 1741 


Dear Child, 
Am weak, and not able to ride fo far as the 


meeting. I have been brought very low, ſince 
I ſaw you, by a flux and fever, but I thank God 


1 um now (I hope) in a fair way to recover; 
mj 


S 
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my fever has left me, my appetite increaſes, and 
get ſome ſtrength ; every fickneſs brings me 
more acquainted with my mortality, and that I 
am not long to be an inhabitant here. Indeed the 
difficulties and diſappointments incident to this 
life with reſpe& to my - ſpiritual, as well as my 
temporal concerns, I mean the want of a feeling 
grateful ſenſe of God's goodneſs, a ſluggiſhneſs 
of heart in his ſervice, the temptation of unprofi+ 
table converſation in company, and the like, make 
me weary of this ſtate of tryal and imperfection. 
The ſweets of this world, profits, pleaſure, &c. 
bave too often deceived, and their deluſive flatteries 
rather pall, than excite a guſt in my affections to- 
wards them. My hope of eternal bliſs thro' a bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus makes me covet death rather than life if 
it be his will. However, not my will, but the will of 
my God be done concerning me! I defire patiently 
to wait till my change come, and I know aſſuredly 
that, notwithſtanding I am by nature a ſinful, pol- 
luted, wretched, hell-deſerving creature, yet that 
thro' the atonement and ſatisfaftion of our dear Re- 
deemer, and his free gift of grace beſtowed on 
me, he hath abſolved and cancelled my guilt, and 
in his righteouſneſs I ſhall appear with accep- 
tance before God, for his faithfulneſs is engaged 
for his people, and not an hair of our heads ſhall | 
fail to the ground without his will. Great is 
the happineſs of all thoſe, who, from a well ground- 
ed knowledge of the ſcriptures, and of God's 
dealing with their own ſouls, can reſt themſelves 
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on him with comfort, and afſure themſelves that 
he is indeed their God, and the rock of their ſal- 
vation. Peace ſhall reſt in the fouls of  fuch, 
even under the agonies of death, and they often 
reſoice at the approach of it, that their fouls may 
enjoy full communion with their God. And in- 
deed without this afſarance there can be no real 
comfort in a foul under the apprehenſions of deuth. 
It is a matter worthy of our fedateft thoughts, ant 
moſt diligent enquiry and ſtriving to attain to this 
happy ſtate. Warnings of mortality are daily 
founding in our ears, and call loudly on us to pre- 
pare for death and judgment. The cry is, Repent, 
turn you, now is the accepted time; now is the thy 
of ſalvation ; harden not your hearts, provoke not « 
jealous God; who, though abounding in mercy ts the 
bumble and penitent that tremble at his word, yet 1 
jealous of the honzur of his holy Iaws, and will ri 
eompenſe fury and indignation againſt the abuſers of 
his grace and patience. The deſtruction of ſuch 
without repentance is certain, and may fall upon 
them in the height of their jovial days, and at 
a time when they expect not: Delays in this caſe 
are moſt dangerous, tis trifling with the great God 
our maker. My Dear, reflect on your condition 
of ſoul, and loſe no time in ſeeking to him for 
grace, for the life of your ſoul. The ſoul that is 
acquainted with God delights to contemplate him, 
and in the tokens of his favour. My love waits 
on your friends, From your loving Father, 
H. B. 
The 
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The D IARY of Mr. Hugh Bryan, 
collected from his own papers. 


My ſoul for ever ſhall record 
The loving- -kindneſs of the Lord, 


June 23d,  ORD's day morning at — at 

1751. my dear daughter's grave : the 
thoughts of her mourning for a ſight of me at her 
death mov'd me much ; but my God gave me 
glorious conſolation, My Spirit, as it were, claſped 
him in the arms of faith and love. O how ami- 
able is my God! His Loing-Findneſs is better than 
life, to me the vileſt of his children. 

July 7th. Lord's day, at Savannah in Grorgte. 

Whilſt joining in publick worſhip at church I 
found my God preſent. O how amiable art thou 
in thy ſanctuary, my God, my king | How gloti- 
ous the manifeſtation of thy grave to the foul 
that longs for thee ! 
Auguſt 11th. Lord's day morning, at. Mr. F— 
Hf. I had great conſolation in Chriſt Jeſus, 
O how excellent is thy loving-kindneſs my God, 
my Saviour! Again at night, how amiable wert 
thou unto my foul, my Lord, my God. I refted 
under thy ſhadow with great delight. O how 
unſpeakable is the ſatisfaction which fuch favours 
yield, as well as the obligations which they bring 
me under to love, obey, and praiſe thee ! 

21ſt. Wedneſday at Mr. B——s. My God 
gave me great joy in believing. O who can con- 
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ceive the ten thouſandth part of the love and con- 
deſcention of his glorious majeſty, to poor ſouls 
that truſt only in his ſalvation! My foul ſhall 
truſt only in him, as long as 1 live, ang confide 
alone in his ſalvation. 

25th. Lord's Day. My foul was drawn out in 
holy deſires after God, I breathed out praiſes and 
thankſgivings to him, whom my ſoul delighteth 
to bleſs. The following words were very com- 
fortable to me; ſurely in bleſſmg I will bleſs they, 
| end multiplying I will multiply thee, And again, 
conſidering my outward difficulties, I thought on 
the following words, the cup which my father hath 
given me, ſhall J not drink it? O my deareſt 
heavenly Father, purge out my corrupt ions, fe- 
fine and purify my heart from droſs and cortup- 
tion, tho? it be by the hotteſt fire of affliction and 
adverſity, that my preſent ſtate of weakneſs can 
bear up under; nail my affections to the croſs of 
my redeemer ; bathe my ſoul in the fountain of 
- his blood, and take away all my guilt ; ſo ſhall | 
rejoice in thee for ever. Was enabled, by the 
divine affiſtance, to ſpeak with freedom to my 
poor negroes, and to pray with them, with ſome 
enlargement of heart. Bleſſed be God for the 
gift of his quickning ſpirit to ſome of them. O that 
my whole houſhold could be prevailed upon to 
embrace the offers of his grace | 

Sept. 4th. At home on my bed in the morning, 
how precious waſt thou unto me, O my God ! How 
did my ſoul breathe out thy praiſe, and thirſt for 
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ſanctiſication? O that I could glorify thee on earth 
my king, my God, and my glory. Keep, O keep 
me holy, thou life of my life, and ſtrength. of 
my ſoul, for thy own name's ſake. 

8th, Lord's Day morning; on my bed I awoke 
with my God preſent : His love poſſeſs d my heart. 
O happy ſoul ! O glorious meeting! His embraces 
are ſweeter than honey, more deſirable than gold, 
more delightful than muſick, more refreſhing than 
ſhowers to the parched fields, or water to the thirſty 
traveller; they are health to the: ſick, ſtrength to 
the weak, food to the hungry, water to the thirſty, 
peace to the diſquieted, joy to the mourners, and 
life to the dead. My Jefus is my reſurrection 
and my life, my king, my God, my glory, my 
falvatioa ; and he hath aſſured me, that with loving» 
kindneſs he will draw me, chat in bleſſing he will 
leſs me, and in multiplying he will multiply me, 
He hath cauſed my ſoul greatly to rejoice in him, 
and to glory in his ſalvation. I ſhall breathe forth 
his praiſes whilſt I have being, and I will de- 
clare his loving · kindneſs and faithfulneſs to the 
children of men ; for he is 'near to all that call 
upon him in fincerity, who hope only in his 
favour, and devote themſelves ſolely to his fear 
my ſoul has often found him a preſent help in 


time of trouble, a God near to fave in times of 
diſtreſs; and I will therefore ks. 2" his name 

for ever. 
roth. Tueſday deter a my bed, I awoke 
with the following worde, I will be with thee 
= 4 
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in fix troubles, yea in ſeven there ſhall no evil 
touch thee.” Deareſt Lord my God, do thou 
prepare me for thy pleaſure for T am thine, and 
thy wil! be donein me! - 
11th, In the morning I had babe communion 
with my God: Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall 
follow me all my days, and 1 wal abide under 
his almighty favour | 

15/h, Lord's Day morning: I found much ſecret 
conſolation in God, and he vouchſafed me his gra- 
cious aſſiſtance in family prayer. How excellent 
is his grace? It enlargeth the heart, makes the 
tongue eloquent, and fills the mouth with praiſes. 
O precious Jeſus! O my beloved, thou haſt pur- 
chaſed grace and glory for the unworthy re- 
bellious children of men; and for me alſo, tho a 
chief ſinner. O fill me with thy Spirit, and may 
gratitude to thee for thine abundant . ſhine 
thro' my whole life and converſation! 

Sept. 29th. I awoke in the morning, and prayed 
for the divine preſence, and my God graciouſly 
heard my | petitions for aſſiſtance. I attended 
upon the Sacrament with comfort. But vain; and 
unſuitable thoughts intruded into my heart, and 

harraſs'd my poor ſoul ſoon after. But bleſſed be my 
God, who heard. my cry, and drove out this 
legion. Truly he that Kcepeth Jrael neither flum- 
breth nor  ſleepeth 3 he was my helper and deliverer, 
glory to his holy name! At our private ſociety 
in the evening, Mr. G—— being in prayer, my 
foul was lifted up to God, to- ſtrengthen him that 
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he might pray to edification, And O how won- 
derful was the diſplay of his grace ſhed abroad in 
my ſoul ; my frail tabernacle was ſcarce able to 
ſubſiſt under the glory of his preſence. I ſaid, 
Surely this is none other than the houſe of God and 
the gate of Heaven ! My ſoul did cleave to him, 
and long to aſcend to be for ever with him freed 
from fin and corruption. My words can't deſcribe 
my rapture; O the heights and depths of the love 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus! O love unparalell'd and 
full of glory! Be thou devoted, O my ſoul and 
body, with all your powers, to love, fear and ſerve 
him, who thus humbles himſelf to raiſe and mag» 
nify me. O ſhew forth your zeal for the honour 
and glory of your God; be ſtrong in the power 
of his might, and prove your ſelves faithful. And 
O my God, my Jeſus ! poſſeſs my foul with a holy 
fortitude 3 cauſe my bow to abide in ſtrength, and 
in thy name my horn ſhall be exalted againſt the 
powers of hell ; for thou only art my ſtrength and 
my ſalvation, my rock, my king, my God, and 
my glory : I will extoll thee for ever and ever, 

amen. | 
Odober 8th. About 3 o'clock in the morning, 
I awoke and lifted up my heart to thank and bleſs 
my God, and begg'd to behold his glory,” that my 
ſoul might ſtand more in awe of his majeſtyy*and 
loath my ſelf before him, and fear the appearances of 
ln: And he, ready to hear the prayer of faith, 
ſwift in mercy to cheriſh holy deſires, revealed 
a ray of his glory to my ſoul, I was laid low 
| before 
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before him, and ſaid with Fob, I have "before beer 
of thee, with the hearing of the ear, (and have felt 
thy power and love) now mine eye ſerth thee, where. 
fore I abhor my felf in du/t and afhes, And 0 
the manifeſtation ftruck no terror, but diffus4 
it ſelf thro my ſoul, and fill'd it with heavenly 
tranſport. My ſoul mounted -up aloft, as upon 
the wings of an eagle, and looked down on the 
world and its glories with an holy contempt, a 
vanity and nothing. No words can expreſs the 
tranſcendant ſweetneſs that I found in my God, 
| whilſt I appeared, in my own eyes as very no- 
f 1 thing, a vanity, intirely refign'd to his will, to be 
I diſpoſed of at his pleaſure, Thus for upwards of 


an hour (I ſuppoſe) 1 lay under the glorious mani- 
feſtation, breathing forth love, and bleſſinge, and 
praiſes to the moſt high God, the dear delighiſi 
object and centre of my ſoul ; I then awaked my 
wife, told her of his gracious favour, and de- 
ſir'd her to help me give thanks unto bis hoh 
name; and we aroſe, gave thanks, and pray 
accordingly : truly God is love, perfect love ; and 

he that dwelleth in God dwelleth in love. 0 

that his example of love may ever bow my heart 

to the meaneſt of his creatures that bear his image; 
to t their feet, and aſſiſt them in works of 
log r his ſake, Amen. 

In the morning I went out to the grove” to 
prizate. prayer, and was importunate with God 
that he would diſplay the power of his grace, an 
tat che licht of his goſpel over the * 
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that he would bleſs and endow his miniſters with 
wiſdom meal and eloquence, and proſper their 
labouts, and particularly in this place. I intreat- 
ed him for my friends, particularly the afflicted, 
and laid before him the diſconſolate caſe of M— 
B— and her children, and my defire of heing 
aſſiſting if he would enable me, and he immedi- 
ately fill'd my foul with his gracious preſence, 
and the following words came to me; © Ariſe, go 
hence, thou art accepted.” And in my way 
homeward, I had the following words, ** Surely 
« blefling I will bleſs thee, &c. Be thou diligent 
« in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.” 
My foul do thou magnify the Lord, and forget 
not his benefits, &c. rejoice in his name evermore, 
W. but with fear and trembling ; remembring the 
nd BY vorm wood and the gall, and the wiles of the old 
ly dragon that ſeeks thy blood. 

1 oth. In my bed, about four in the morning, I 
awoke and lifted up my ſoul to thank and bleſs my 
God for his goodneſs and mercy, and found him 
{Wl preſent. I breathed forth his praiſes with delight 
Obs ſome time, and my affections were more and 
more raiſed, I reſted as on the breaſt of my Lord 
Jeſus, raviſh'd with the pleaſures of his love : I 
of WI #dmired the greatneſs of his purchaſe for me a 
linner of pardon, peace, grace and glory; that 
he ſhould exalt me to be a prieſt unto God, 
to offer ſpiritual ſacrifices unto him, thro' his 
holy ſpirit, from the altar of my heart. I beg- 
ged of him to perfume my imperfect breathings 
8 with 
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with the incenſe of his blood. I look'd up to his 
father, as my father, with great delight and ſe. 
curity of ſoul, aſſured of my guilt being taken 
away. O happineſs inexpieſſible! I had in poſſeſ- 
ſion a goodly treaſure, the pearl of great price, 
brighter than diamonds, more precious than rubies, 
or the moſt fine gold ; in compariſon with which 
I eſteemed this great world and the glories of 
it, but as droſs and dung. But was my happi- 
neſs now compleat ? No! I ſaw my ſelf yet in 
the fleſh, frail and ſinful; I knew the rage, ſub- 
tilty, and power of the devil, and feared wound- 
ing the honour of him who had ſo greatly ho- 
nour'd me; I begg'd my Lord Jeſus to pray for 
me, that my faith m'ght not fail, and to, ſtrengthen 
me to walk before him with a perfect heart, to 
fulfil his will, and adorn my holy profeſſion. 
I knew my dear partner in life too to be in 
darkneſs and heavineſs, and was enabled to plead 
with the moſt high, that as he. had given me 
favour in his ſight, he wou'd alſo have mercyon 
her, and grant her the joys of his ſalvation ; | 
pleaded the glory of his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and his gracious promiſe, on which he cauſed 
me to hope ; I begg'd him to enable us to walk 
in all his commandments and ordinances blame- 
leſs, as Zacharias and Elizabeth did, that we might 
go hand in hand and mutually help each other 
in our way to heaven ; and that he would make 


us bleſlings to thoſe that were about us. I ly 


low in a ſenſe of my own unworthineſs, and 
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my ſoul did magnify the Lord, my ſpirit rejoiced 
in God my Saviour, becauſe he had waſhed me 
in his own blood, and begun a work of ſanctifi- 
cation in my heart and highly exalted me. O 
the freeneſs of his grace to a polluted worm! 
who can conceive the love and condeſcention of 
God to believers in Jeſus Chriſt : It is the won- 
der and joy of angels, and will be the admira- 
tion and glory of the ſaints thro' all eternity 
O my ſoul lye thou low under the ſprinkling of 
his blood, and pay thy adorations and honours 
at his feet for ever and ever, 

10th, In the morning, at private prayer in my 
houſe, I was enabled to wreſtle with God for ac- 
ceptance thro* my redeemer, that he will give 
me uprightneſs and ſanQtification of heart, and 
wiſdom to walk before him, and guide my family 
affairs with diſcretion ; I begg'd he wou'd let me 
prevail with him for my poor ſervants, that they 
might be delivered from the power of the devil. 
remembred the kindneſs of my benefactors, and 
beg'd of God to reward their temporal kindneſs to 
me, with ſpiritual kindneſs to their ſouls. I beg'd 
alſo for F— M— and his wife, that their hearts 
might be enlarged to ſcatter their treaſures, as up- 
on the waters, to-the poor and deſtitute, and that 
he would draw their ſouls to love him, as their 
chief good, and to eſteem their wealth as a talent 
to be improved for his ſervice, My foul intreated 
for our king, and the heir next to ſucceed him, 
that their hearts might me filled with godly fear 
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to rule in righteouſneſs, that under them, we might 
live peaceable and quiet lives, in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. The Rev. Mr, //-— lay near my heart; 
I intreated ſor him and all faithful miniſters, that 
God would favour them with his continual pre- 
ſence, and give them wiſdom, eloquence and. zeal 
for his glory, My ſpirit was mov'd with zeal for 
the intereſt of my redeemer, in this world, bur 
more particularly in this land: I beſought him 
to raiſe up Mr. J — to be powerful and ſug · 
ceſsful in his fervice here 4,I pitied por faves ſeats. 
tered up and down, as ſheep. Without a ſhepherd; 
my foul was mov'd for. them m before the Lell 

Our little ſociety lay on my ., heart, 41 intreated 
ide Lord to equntenance- and” hlefz.it, . and make 


it atabernadle of his reſt, - My Spirit was raid, 


e a bicfling on our church, that, God, Wed 


eſlabliſh a people among us, 2s long 45 the Sup 
and Moon endureth, and inever- let fo want a 


teaching prieſt after his own heart 
O my foul, greatly art thou favour'd of thy 
Lord. Lye low therefore at his footſtool, adore. 
and fear him ; and while he graciouſly cheers and 
- refreſhes thee with angels food, and heavenly de- 
lights, be circumſpect and watch and pray and 
cleave to him for protection and ſafety, for grace 
and ſtrength, for wiſdom and a lively zeal to perle- 
vere in thy ſpiritual courſe, to- advance his glory 
and thy ſalvation. Rejoice in the Lord, O my 


ſoul, and forget not his benefits; but rejoice 2 


* 


wh ws 


[ 


— 


1 
vi 
5 
6 
g 
1 
J 
ö 


— 9 — 


d 
e 
ö 
/ 
h 
r 


[ 65 ] 
ſear, leſt thou fall from thy glory to his diſhonour, 
thro thy frailty, and the ſubtilty of the devil. 
16th, Wedneſday morning 4 o'clock in the cab- 
bin of my boat, on Port Royal river, in my way 


to Georgia, I had ſweet communion with my God- 
In the fulneſs of my ſoul, with all, the powers of 


my heart, I did there again devote my ſelf and all 
that I have unto him for ever and ever to be diſ- 
poſed of at his will. I intreated for my wife, 
and hope I was accepted ; I long'd for more ſanc- 
tiication and uprightneſs of heart. The Lord 
hath comforted me in adverſity, and cauſed me 
to reſt upon him with delight, and to breathe 
forth thankfulneſs and praiſes to his holy name, 
O hwo fhall J render unte him, according to his 
benefits. 
19th, I viſited a dear oh of the Lord, Mrs. 
M—— and had delightful entertainment in con- 
verſation ; the love of the redeemer poſſeſſed her 
heart, and the ſavour thereof thro' her * 
reviv'd my Spirit. | 
20th. Lord's day. morning, on bed at Capt. 
H——'s, at two I woke, and found my God pre- 
ſent. I breath d forth praiſes and. bleſſings unto 
him. My ſoul cleaved to him in ſtrong ardours, and 
thirſtings, and was jealous of my wandring heart, 
leſt I ſhou'd cauſe him to withdraw his N 
O glorious goodneſs! O wonderful intercourſe ! 
My God is perfect love. But alas my weakneſs ! 
The devil darted an arrow of blaſphemy into my 
mind: It ſhock'd me, and laid me low in a ſenſe ot 
my own vileneſs. O my. vileneſs ! my vileneſs! 
G 3 8 O 
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O my deprav'd heart, how ſoon art thou fallen 
from thy glory! O wherefore is God merciful 
to me a ſinner? O horrible blaſphemy! TI loath'd 
the thought. O wicked, ſubtle, powerful Spirit! 
I cry'd unto my God, and he delivered me, and 
calm'd my ſoul, and filled it again abundantly with 
his glory. O love ! love ! unparallell'd and full 
of glory! I panted for greater ſanctification of 
heart, to walk worthy of the Lord in all well 
pleaſing, O that I could abſtain from every ap- 
pearance of fin, and be holy as he is hely! 0 
that I could ſhew; forth the honour of his name, 
for his mercy endureth for ever. Heard the Re- 
verend Mr, Z—— preach from Pſalm cxix. ver. 
92d, wnlejs thy 'aw had Leen my delight, &c. From 
theſe words he excellently ſhew'd the comforts 
ariſing to the people of God from his word; and 
that others could have no comfort nor delight 
therein. That the natural man had no ſpiritual 
diſcerning nor reliſh for ſpiritual things. That the 
holy ſcriptures adminiſtred light, ſtrength, and com- 
fort to all God's people; and that particularly in 
his promiſes were to be found ſupport, comfort 
and delight for afflicted fouls, &. His ſermon 
was full, clear, conciſe, ſearching, and comfort 
able; it was a light of the Lord to my foul, a 
fire to warm my heart and raiſe my affeRons 
with ardent thanks and b'effings to my God for 
the glorious diſplays of his grace thro' Jeſus Chrilt 
2½. In the morning attempted to croſs the 
Sound, but, the wind being contrary, was oblig's 
- "8 
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to return and come to an anchor again. I read Col. 
Gardiner's life, and coming to page 53d, where it 
is mentioned, that from the minute of his awak- 
ing in the morning, his heart was riſing to God, 
the Lord was pleas'd to raiſe my poor ſoul to 
look within the veil, as it were, to view by faith 
his glory, to magnify his moſt worthy name, and 
to render thanks for the attonement made for me 
by my dear redeemer, I was ſtrengthen'd to beg 
an upright heart, and wiſdom to direct and order 
my ways before him, that he wou'd ſanctify my 
affections, and guide and ſtrengthen me by his 
Spirit to do his will, and keep me from evil, par- 
ticularly from blafphemous thoughts, which the 
evil ſpirit would then have darted in; but God 
ſuſtain'd my heart and ſtopp'd his ſuggeſtion ; 1 
begg'd alſo, if conſiſtent with his will, to be fa- 
vour'd with freedom to ſpeak of his glory. And 
now having got near the Lord and touch'd his 
ſceptre, I intreated for my wife, that he would 
reveal his love to her, and give her reſignation to 


his will, and a contempt of the world; that if 


poverty, reproach and contempt ſhould from it 
ariſe to us, we might reſt in him, and poſſeſs our 
ſouls in patience, and walk hand in hand thro? 
all oppoſition to heaven. I intreated for my poor 
ſiſter, that God would grant her the joys of his 
favour before ſhe departs hence and is no more: 
and for my poor ſervants, that in return for 
their labour and ſtrength ſpent for me, God would 
reward them with the light of his Spirit, and a 
1 6' . gra 
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gracious acceptance thro' my redeemer. I waz 
enabled to give up my ſelf and all that I poſſeſz 
wholly to my God, to diſpoſe of as he ſhould 
pleaſe for ever. 

22d. Truly God is good to Iſrael, truly he is 
good to him that is of an upright heart. This 
day my ſoul was bowed down before him. He 
hath withdrawn himſelffrem me and I was troubled, 
My Spirit was full of heavineſs, and darkneſs be- 
clouded my ſoul; I cry'd unto the Lord and he 
heard me, and anſwer'd me © I have hid my face 
from thee for a moment, and thou waſt troubled, 
© but with everlaſting kindneſs will I draw thee. 
This I eſteem'd to be the voice of my beloved, 
and my Spirit rejoiced in God my Saviour. Thou 
didſt breathe upon my heart and it was filfd 
with thy love. [I breathed forth love and thank(- 
givings and praiſes unto thee, O thou God of my 
ſalvation. Then did I again in the fulneſs of my 
ſoul devote and give up my ſelf to thee, as my 
king to rule, and diſpoſe of me, as my prophet 
to teach, and lead me by thy Spirit, and as my 
prieft to atone and intercede for me; with a full 
deſire to cleave to thee for ever, tho” it ſhould 
be in poverty and nakedneſs, in ſhame and con- 
tempt, in reproaches and ſufferings, that in all 
things thou mightſt be glorified by me thy creature. 
O my Lord God! I have ſought of thee a perſect 
heart, and wiſdom and ſtrength to walk uprightly 


before thee all my days; and this will I ſeek aſter, 
that I may glorify thee on earth, who haſt exalted 
me 
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me to heaven; for, deareſt Lord, thou art my reſt, 
and my heaven, my glory for ever; and thou 
haſt given me to know thy love; thou haſt blot» 
ted out all my iniquities ; thou haſt: healed my 
diſeaſes, and crown'd me with loving kindneſs and 
tender mercies z thou art my ſalvation, and I will 
truſt in thee and extol thy name for ever and ever. 

23d, Lying wind bound at the . river's mouth, 
was making ſupplication to my God in my cab- 
bin, and he gragiquily heard and manifeſted himſelf. 
to me. Or whoi ſa: condeſtending and kind, as the 
Lord God of heaven and earth? Heis my God 
in covenant Hew des he ſtonp, O my foul, to exalt 
tee] Rottennaſs and filth had cover'd, thee; but 
he hath pardoned thine iniquities, healed thy diſ- 
eaſes, ſanctiſied thy affections, and crown d these 
with loving Kindneſs, and tender mgrcies; and let 
his praiſes. continually be in thy lips. O magvify 
and extol his glorious name, for ever and ever. 


So let my lips and life expreſs, . 
The love that I to thee profeſs, 

So make thy graces in me ſhine, 

That all who view, may own me thine. 


Nov. 1:th, Longing for the preſence of my re- 
deemer, I went out to prayer, and pleaded my 
privilege as his purchaſe, and his unchangeable 
love; and he, ever near the ſoul that ſeeks him, 
graciouſly manifeſted himſelf to me. The ſame 
morning I read the 6th chapter of St. John's goſpel, 
which much affected me; I pray'd in my family» 

| and 
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and, O wonderful was the condeſcention of my 
Lord! He manifeſted his glory in my ſoul, gave 
me a ſpirit of prayer, and enabled me fully to re- 
ſign myſelf to his will; I longed for ſanctification 
of heart, to be perfect in holineſs, and for a per. 

fect hatred of every appearance of evil. 
17th. Lord's day, found God in his ſanQuary, 
was revived and delighted under the Rev. Mr, 
H 7s diſcourſes. In the evening two of our 
friends came home with us: trifling converſation 
prevailed ; I loath'd yet indulged it out of com- 
plaiſance. O ſhameful cowardice, in one ſo long 
lifted in the ſervice of Jeſus! O dear Lord, how 
juſtly might'ſt thou be aſham'd of me, when thou 
comeſt in thy glory? My ſoul was ſtruck languid 
and dead, I found that my God was withdrawn, 
Monday was ſpent heavily ; my ſervants were cal. 
led to prayers, but none came ; I ſought to God, and 
at night ſay down in heavinefs ; and about 4 o'clock 
on Tueſday morning I awoke, and ſought my be- 
loved, as the ſpouſe in 'the ſong ; but he was 
withdrawn, and my heart was pained with the an- 
guiſh of his abſence, and at the remembrance of my 
fin and folly. I panted for my Jeſus, as holy David, 
Pſal. 42, and longed to vent my ſorrow in floods of 
tears. I acknoaleged my tranſgreſſion, and his jul- | 
tice ſhould he baniſh me from his preſence for ever : 
Amidſt theſe refletions that text, How ſhall J 
give thee up, O Ephraim, Leto ſhall I make thee as 
Zebrim.? ſtruck my thoughts, and my Spirit Was 
broken down and humbled in tears before him, and 
thirſted 
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thirſted for ſanctification. O that I could be mad 

holy as thou my God art holy ! O that thou would'ſt 
purge out my corruptions, and refhne my gold from 
droſs, tho' it be by the fire of affliction, by po- 
veity, nakedneſs, ſhame and contempt, and make 
me holy. O waſh me in the fountain of thy blood, 
dear Jeſus, and take away my {in ; inſtamp thine 
image on my heart, and rai'e its affections to thy 
ſelf, and give me a place at thy feet for ever. 
O how precious art thou my God to my ſoul ! 


How deſirable is thy love? O who ſhall not fear 


thee, thou king of ſaints? Who ſhall not love thee, 
thou perfection of goodneſs and beauty? Or who 
ſhall not magnify thy holy name, thou ſovereign 
Lord of heaven and earth. O my ſou', return not 
to folfy, nor tempt thy God; he is too great to 
be trifled with, too tender of the honour of his 
laws to diſpenſe with the leaſt breach of them, 
and too. jealous of the honour of his holy name 
to diſpenſe with the leaſt prophanation of it ; he 
is infinitely juſt as well as merciful, and will be 
feared and reverenc'd by all that are about him. 


Decem. 224, Sabbath morning before day, was 


anxious for ſuitable diſpoſitions of heart, for the 
duties of the day. I intreated the Lord for accept- 
ance and his bleſſing; and after ſome time ſpent 
in prayer, found the ardent defires of my ſoul 
drawn out after my Lord Jeſus. ' I intreated to 
lye at his feet, and waſh them with tears of con- 
trition (as Mary) and he granted in ſome meaſure 


my petition, - By faith 1 lay at his feet, and my 


Spirit 
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Spirit was humbled into tears of repentance, and 
my ſoul cou'd, notwithſtanding, magnify the Lord, 
and rejoice in him my God and Saviour. And 
being proſtrate at his feet, I was enabled to plead 
his favour and acceptance for a further bleſſing of 
deliverance out of my difficulties, if eonfiſtent 


with his glory, yet deſired to be in poverty, ſhame 
and contempt all my life, rather than by profperity 
in the world to diſhonour him; and, I hope, he 
regarded my ſupplication. 1 intreated alſo for my 
wife, and truſt that the light of his favour ſhall ye 
rejoice her ſoul, and cauſe her to glory in his fal- 
vation. My ſick friends and benefactors lay near 
my heart; I truſt that God will be merciful to them, 
I intreated mercy for his miniftring ſervants, par- 
ticularly for Meſſ. G. . V. H. and J. B. that 
they might be made ſtrong in the power of his 
might, to publiſh the ſavour of his name and al, 
vation, and that they eſpecially might be kept 
from evil, and their labours proſpered for his own 
name's fake. My ſoul did magnify the name of 
the Lord, and bleſs and praiſe him with all its 
powers, and he ſtrengthen'd me this day in prayer, 
and in giving exhortation to my poor negroes, 
my overſeer. alſo being preſent : may the truths 
delivered fix on their hearts, may the prejudices 
of my overſeer be removed, and may the glory of 
the Lord break in upon his ſoul, and diſpel the 
darkneſs of his mind 
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Dear God, ariſe in all thy might, 
And put the troops of hell to flight; 


— @- 


8 „ „ K ©. 


2 = 


* 


bon 
® 


is 
. 


Js 


[73] 
Do thou the legion diſpoſleſs, 


And turn his ſoul to nghtecuſneſs, 


Conſider and be aſtoniſhed, O my foul ! at the 
condeſcenſion of the great God, that hath been gra- 
cious to thee the chief of ſinners, that hath ſhewn 
thee thy miſery, and raiſed thine eyes to look to 
the blood of atonement for pardon and peace 
and eternal life, that he might reſtore thee to the 
joys of his favour, and crown thy life with freſh 
inſtances of his loving-kindneſs, from day to day. 
He fills the wilderneſs with heavenly manna, and 
refreſhes thee with water from the rock; he leads 
thee up to Prjgab's top to view the prothis'd land, 
and there gives thee a tate of the grapes of Efcoll, 
to ſtrengthen and encourage thee in thy combats 
with thine enemies in the way; and leſt thou 
ſhould'ſt faint in the day of battle, he himſelf goes 
before thee, to protect, ſupport and comfort thee. 
O give thanks unto the Lord, O my foul ! 

2;th. Thou art the king of glory, O Chriſt !: 
the everlaſting fon of the Father, very God of 
very God, the prince of peace, and the glory 
of thine Iſrael, When thou took'ſt upon thee 
to deliver man, thou did'ſt not abhor the vir- 
zin's womb, nor- the meanneſs of a ftable and a 
manger, in which to make thy firſt appearance at 
thy birth. O How infinite thy condeſcenſion and 
thy love ! may my foul lye low at thy feet in a 
ſenſe thereof all my days! But how much more 
ſhould'ſt thou be abaſed, O my foal, under a 


ſenſe of thy Redeemer' s lowlineſs and love to thee, 
H A in 
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in making thee the tabernacle of his reſt ; wonder. 
ful indeed, that he ſhould by his Spirit dwell i 
thee | Be aſtoniſh'd, O heavens, at this ! Be aſto. 
niſh'd and melt away in humble adorations thereof 
O my ſoul! my vile ſoul, ten thouſand times 
more mean and vile than the ſtable or the man- 
ger. O wonder of angels! O aſtoniſhing con- 
deſcenſion of my Saviour ! O my Jeſus, this day 
haſt thou viſited and exalted my ſoul 3; thou haſ 
drawn me With bands of love, and exalted. my 
ſoul unto heaven ; there by faith have I beheld 
thee, my Jeſus, my advocate, and my reſt, at the 
right hand. of thy father : there haſt thou entred, 
my forerunner, there my Lord, my God, haſt thou 
prepared a place for me. Thou haſt pitied our 
fallen race, thy right hand hath brought us al. 
vation; thy kingdom ſhall be exalted to the end 
of the earth, and thy glory ſhall be magnify'd 
for ever and ever. | his day my foul doth! mag- 
nify thee, my God, and glory in thy falvation, 
for thou haſt ranſom'd my life from death, my 
ſoul from the devil; it hath eſcaped as à bird 
from the ſnare of the fowler, and fled into thine 
hand and found ſanctuary; thou haſt waſh'd me 
from my filthineſs, and cloath'd me with a- white 
garment. O love! love! unparallell'd love | fo: 
which I will rejoice in thee, and will declare thy 
loving-kindneſs and thy taithſulneſs * ever and 
ever. 
Fan, 2d, 1752, In the morning on my bed 


how en y did'ſt thou maniſeſt wh loving 
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kinJneſs to my ſoul, my Lord and my God; ſurely 
thou art love, a fountain of love. Bleſs the Lord 
O my ſoul, &c. 

11th, Found God in his anftuaty, was re- 
freſhed at his table, and renewed my vows of 
fidelity afreſh in his ſtrength. May his grace be 
ſufficient for me under every tryal, and his glory 
be magnified in my weakneſs. 

19th, Monday morning in bed at Mr. 3 5 
in S,vannah J found my God preſent, and my 
Spirit rejoiced in him, the author of my ſalvation : 
O how amiable; how defirable is the Lord to the 
ſoul that is filled with the glory of his preſence ! 

March 1/8. Sabbath morning, awoke fill'd with 
anxious cares, I loath'd *em, begg'd deliverance 
and apply'd to reading the holy ſcriptures, par- 
ticularly St. Fohn chap. t. But, O, I can't deſcribe 
the loveſineſs of my God, my Saviour; he fil'd 
my heart with his loving-kindneſs; he is in- 
deed the delight of my ſoul, and the glory af my 
ſtrength ; he is all my deſire, and all my ſalvation, 
and I will glory in his grace, for ever and ever; 

zd. This day hath the Lord viſited my ſoul 
indeed, and cauſed his goodneſs to pals before me! 
O that I could declare the ſweetneſs of his loving- 
kindneſs, and condeſcenſions of his grace, in com- 
parifon with which all worldly comforts and delights 
are but vain juys. The greateſt condeſcenſion of 
princes is but a faint ſhadow of his, who veil'd 
his Godhead'in our 'fleſh, and bow'd his head to 
ſuſtain our curſe, and purchaſe our ſalvation, .Q | 
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how ſhall I declare his goodneſs and merey 90 


unworthy me. | this day was raptur'd under the 
light of his countenance, whilſt contemplating 


the riches of his grace; his love diffus'd it's ſweet. 


neſs thro* my ſoul ; I breath'd forth bleſſings and 
praiſes with delight. I felt my ſoul united to 
Jeſus indeed, my joys were unutterable ! I enyy{ 
not princes the glories of ten thouſand worlds; 
if laid in the ballance with my ſweet Jeſus, they 
are ſurely to be rejected with abhorrence ; for truly 


he is love, and the perfection of all excellences ſhin- 
ing in him raviſned my heart; I was even fick 
of love, I long'd far more compleat enjoyment 


of my Lord, and freedom from fin, O when ſhal 
I behold him as be is, and-be fill'd with his fulneſi 
never, never to loſe the enjoyment of this love, 
this glory, this heavenly viſion mare. O my foul, 
receive thou the pledge of his love, as a token o 
his continual affection to thee, his protection «f 
thee, and that he will in very deed cauſe al 
things to work together for thy good, in time and 
to eternity. Let it aſſure thee that he careth for 
thee, and will ſuſtain thee under all thy adverhties 
that he ſympathizes with thee under all thy dil 
treſſes, and after purifying thee as gold in the 
furnace, will ſurely deliver thee, and raiſe thee to 
inherit the joys of higglorious ſalvation. Thereſote 
ariſe, ſhake thyſelf from the duſt, break forth into 
ſinging ; let a ſenſe of his favour and a proſpect o 


glory at hand, diſpel thy gloomy doubts, and caſt of 
thy garments of mourning z let it raiſe the joy 
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thy countenance, and | cauſe a chearful mien to 
appear thro thy life and converſation, and be thou 
ready to bind up the broken hearted, and adminiſter 
comfort to the diſconſolate ; tell the great things 
the Lord hath done for thee, ſo ſhalt thou  honou® 
thy maſter, and ſuſtain the lambs of the flock, and. 
raiſe the hearts of his afflicted ones to truſt in his 
name and glory in his ſalvation. 

151%. J found my God in his hacker the 
ardours of my heart were fixed on him, and my 
ſoul delighted to bleſs his holy name. I found him 
the ſtrength. of my heart, and the joy of my ſoul, 
and I will rejoice in him and extol his holy name, 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

16th, In the morning on my bed, I awoke: 
with a verſe of Doctor Watts's, viz. 


Thus will he ſend ſalvation down, 
And. we ſhall render praiſe ; 
We, the dear people of his love, 
And He our God of grace. 


1 mus'd upon God's goodneſs and mercy, my af- 
fections being raiſed to cleave to him; I arofe 
and gave thanks unto him, and found my de- 
fires to centre more particularly on God the Fa- 
ther for ſome time, and to him. I breathed out 
my deſires, reſting on God the Son, as mediator 
for acceptance with him; and my Spirit was fil- 
led with love and thankfulneſs to the Son for 
my acceſs to the Father in and by him; I com- 
mitted my ſelf and all my affairs to my Redeemer 
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to be governed by his Spirit, and dealt with a 
his pleaſure for his glory, intreating to be kept 
cloſe with him in continual communion: I con- 
ſidered God the Holy Ghoſt as the author and 
giver of life, and joy, and peace, and love in 
my ſoul ; and my ſpirit was drawn out to wel- 
come him into my heart, and bleſs and magnify 
his holy name. And thus my affections were centred 
alternately on the Father, Son and Spirit: O glo- 
rious intercourſe ! O happy union! O joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory! Rej ice O my foul, for 
ever in, and extol the God of thy ſalvation. O 
rejoice and give thanks, and ſpeak well of his 
name, for his mercy endureth for ever. | 

April 5b. Sabbath morning, I awoke with my 
God preſent, and the following verſe from D.. 
Watts occurr'd : 


Cold thountaing” aid the midnight air 
Witneſs'd the fervour of thy prayer. 


This rous'd me to my private devotions. I 
was anxious for a compos'd frame of mind to 
obſerve the ſabbath and worſhip of God, with a 
reverential awe of his majeſty upon my heart; 
and he heard and manifeſted his glory to my foul, 
compos'd my thoughts, and ſtrengthen'd me for 
the duties of the day. I found his gracious pre- 
ſence and affiſtance in family prayer alſo; my 
foul did cleave to him, and my Spirit rejoiced in 
him. I found his gracious preſence with me, the 
moſt of the day, and at night in our ſociety in 

prayer 
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prayer he greatly enlarged my deſires, and rais'd 
my conceptions of divine things. O glorious God, 
my God, how excellent is thy loving kindneſs! 
How infinite thy grace ! How low thy condeſcen- 
ſions ! How great the obligations on me thy poor 
unworthy creature, to love, obey, and ſerve thee, 
and to praiſe thy name for ever and ever ! 

Augiſi gib. Being anxious for a diſpoſition of 
heart ſuited to the duties of the ſabbath 1 aroſe 
early to prayer, and found ſome fervour of heart; 
after prayer, I aroſe and open'd my bible, at xvii.” . 
of Feremiah ; the 7th, 14th, and 17th Verſes, were 
bleſſed cordials to my Janguiſhing ſau]. My foul 
reſted in God, and in bim enjoyed a fulneſs of 
ſatisfaction commenſurate with its higheſt wiſhes, 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul! his favour is life, his 
loving-kindneſs is better than life ; ſhame cover- 


ed my face, becauſe of my backſlidings, my 
ſoul abhorr'd itſelf becauſe of its fooliſhneſs. But 
thou art the glory of my frame, my life, my God ! 
Thou art the perfection of beauty; and the life 
thou haſt beſtow'd upon me here, ſhall be ſpent 
in ſtriving to attain to that holineſs, goodneſs, and 
truth, which ſo wonderfully recommend thee to 
my foul. O God of my falvation, thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity without ab. 
horrence ; do thou pity me and waſh me. that 1 
may be clean, inſtamp thine image on my heart 
that I may be holy, and glorify thy name for 
evermore | 


I 355. 
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13th. Awoke early and roſe to prayer. I HRA 
for a feeling ſenſe of love in my heart to my God; 
J contemplated his love to me, particularly re- 
deeming love, and my ſoul was mov'd to love 
him with all its powers. O thou moſt high and 
holy one, doſt thou viſit me! O my God thou 
haſt raviſh'd my ſoul ! Why, O why ſhould my 
fooliſh heart ever rove from thee * Why do ! 
not loſe my ſelf in thee, thou perfection of glory? 
Thou ſea of bliſs! O my God, I would be ſwal- 
low'd up in thee, for thou art my life and my 
glory; my ſoul wou'd: make its continual boaſt of 
thee, and thy glory ſhall be its continual aim. 0 
grant me wiſdom and ſanctiſy my affections to do 
thy will ! O ſtrengthen thy ſervant to walk before 
thee in thy perfect way, and my ſoul ſha'l ti- 
umph in thy ſalvation. 


The wonders, Lord, thy love has wrought, 
Exceed my praiſe, ſurmount my thought; 
Eternity's extent ſhall ſhow 

My grateful ſenſe of what I owe. Watt. 


14th. This morning the Lord hath viſited and 
refreſhed my ſoul. Truly God is good to Iſrael. 
Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me al 
my days. I ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the 
Almighty, and reſt my ſoul under the banner of 
his love; he will cauſe my bow to abide in ſtrength, 
and bring to nought the devices of my enemies, 
My God is a ſhield and a ſanctuary to all that fear 
bim and rely on his ſalvation, Surely I had fainted 
8 and 
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and fell, and the ſhadow of death had covered me, 
q had I not believed and truſted in his falvation ; 
but for ever bleſſed be God, that led my ſoul to 
- hope in his mercy, and wait on his ſalvation, for 
he hath viſited and delivered my ſoul, and ſet my 
feet upon a rock, and eſtabliſh'd my goings 3 I ſhall 
not be mov'd, my foul ſhall glory in his grace, and 
rejoice and ti jumph in his ſalvation for ever. 

165. Sabbath morning, I aroſe before day to 
prayer; my foul thirſted for God, I ſought him 
with importunity, and he heard ; he bowed the 
heavens, and deſcended by his Spirit into my heart, 
and fill'd it yet more with fervent deſires towards 
him. My ſoul even panted for God, and I became 
faint, and lay down again, but my heart ſtill aroſe 
unto God, and he fill'd it with his fulneſs. O 
amazing grace ! O love unſpeakable and full of 
glory! O what is the condeſcenſion of princes, to 
the condeſcenſion of my God | Why me ? O God 
Almighty, why me? vile me. I was a beaſt be- 
fore thee ; but thou haſt viſited and redeem'd me, 
thou haſt drawn me to the fountain of my Redeem- 
er's blood, thou haſt bathed my ſoul there. Thou 
haſt given me beauty for aſhes, the oyl of joy 
for mourning, &c. Thou haſt ſet me up upon 
a rock, even the rock Chriſt Jeſus, and put a 
new ſong in my mouth, &c. and I will fing of 
thy righteouſneſs and thy truth, and make. my 
boaſt of thy mercy and thy ſalvation all the day 
long, for thou art my king and my God, and thine 
own arm hath brought me ſalyation. _ 
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© Dear Jeſus, thou thy love to-me, 
© In want, in pain, in ſhame has ſhow'd; 
© For me on the accurfed tree, | 
Thou poured'ſt forth thy precious blood, 
© My ſoul from hell, thou did'ſt redeem, 
© Thy love ſhall be my conſtant theme,” 


18th, Aroſe before day to prayer, and my de- 
fires aroſe to God; I ſought him whom my ſoul de. 
lights to embrace in the arms of faith; but my 
belov'd was gone, he was withdrawn: I lay down 
again and mus'd, and again aroſe, and read. the 
firſt Pſalm, ad and 3d Verſes, His delight is 
in the law of the Lord, &c. and he ſhall be 
like a tree, &c.“ Theſe verſes the Lord was pleaſed 
to bleſs to me, and enabled me to pour out my 
ſoul: in ſtrong deſires for greater attainments to- 
wards perfection in holineſs, to be fruitful, in good 
works, to the praiſe and glory of his grace: and 
my ſoul did magnify the Lord, and bleſs. bis holy 
name for the riches of his grace that I had re- 
ceived. Truly he is good to all that wait on him» 
to all whoſe hearts ſeek to cleave. to him ſtead- 
faſtly in the way of his commandments z in theſe 
will I meditate day and night. I will ſet the 
ordinances of my God, as frontlets between mine 
eyes, that they may not rove after vanity. O 
| help me my God for I am. weak, and my ſtrength 
is in thee. | 


Thy law divine, O give to ſhine 


In me as cluſters on the vine: 
| It's 
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It's end I ſee, 'tis ſweet to me, 
It's glory binds my ſoul to thee. 
O ſtrengthen me, in life to ſhow 
The love I to its precepts owe. 


21/7. Early in the morning I read the iv Pſalm, 
having firſt begg'd of God enlightening grace, 


and in prayer acted faith on theſe words of my Lord 


Jeſus. Mat, vii. 11. Heu much more ſhall your 
heavenly father give his holy Spirit to them that aſe 
lim, And the Lord granted my requeſt, and bleſ- 


ro reſt in thy ſalvation, | Thy faithfulneſs is eſta- 


fear thee, endureth for ever and ever. 


He breathed on my ſoul, and caus'd it to de- 
ght in the condeſcenſions of his grace. My foul 
embrac'd him in the arms of faith, and reſted in 
his love. O infinite condeſcenſion ! Who, who. 
can fathom the depths of the I. ve of God in Chriſt, 
Jelus to fallen man, or . conceive the thouſandth 
part of that bleſſedneſs, that he has prepared for them 
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O Iſrael, and happy, art thou, O my ſoul, for thy 
God is the Lord Jehovah ; ſtrong is his arm, his 
widom alſo is infinite, and his mercy and faith- 
ſulneſs abide for ever with thoſe that fear him 
N and love his commandments. Rejoice. thou in 

the 
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ſed me in my meditations on that pſalm, Bleſſed 
be thy name, O Lord, that haſt cauſed my ſoul 


bliſhed as the heavens, and thy mercy, to them that 


Auguſi zoth. Sabbath morning, aroſe to prayer, 
nd the Lord drew out my affections to him. 


that love him. Happy, for ever happy, art thou 
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821 
Dear Jeſus, thou thy love to me, 
In want, in pain, in ſhame has ſhow'd; 
© For me on the accurfed tree, | 
Thou poured'ſt forth thy precious blood, 
© My ſoul from hell, thou did'ſt redeem, 
© Thy love ſhall be my conſtant theme.” 


180. Aroſe before day to prayer, and my de- 
ſires aroſe to God; I ſought him whom my ſoul de- 
lights to embrace in the arms of faith; but my 
belov'd was gone, he was withdrawn: I lay down 
again and mus'd, and again aroſe, and read the 
firſt Pſalm, ad and 3d Verſes, * His delight is 
in the law of the Lord, &c. and he hall be 
like a tree, &c.“ Theſe verſes the Lord was pleaſed 
to bleſs to me, and enabled me to pour out my 
ſoul in ſtrong deſires for greater attainments to- 
wards perfection in holineſs, to be fruitful, in good 
works, to the praiſe and glory of his grace: and 
my ſoul did magnify the Lord, and bleſs. his holy 
name for the riches of his grace that I had te- 
ceived. Truly he is good to all that wait on him, 
to all whoſe hearts ſeck to cleave. to him ſtead- 
faſtly in the way of his commandments ; in theſe 
will I meditate day and night. I will ſet the 
ordinances of my God, as frontlets between mine 
eyes, that they may not rove after vanity. O 
| help me my God for I am. weak, and my ſtrength 
is in thee. | 


Thy law divine, O give to ſhine 
In me as cluſters on the vine: 
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I's end I ſee, 'tis ſweet to me, 
It's glory binds my ſoul to thee. 
O ftrengthen me, in life to ſhow 
The love I to its precepts owe. 


21/7. Early in the morning I read the iv Pſalm, 
having firſt begg's of God enlightening grace, 
and in prayer ated faith on theſe words of my Lord 
Jeſus. Mat, vii. 11. How much more ſhall your 
heavenly father give his holy Spirit to them that aſe 
lim, And the Lord granted my requeſt, and bleſ- 
ſed me in my meditations on that pſalm, Bleſſed 
be thy name, O Lord, that haſt cauſed my foul 
ro reſt in thy ſalvation. | Thy faithfulneſs is eſta- 
bliſhed as the heavens, and thy mercy, to them that 
fear thee, endureth for ever and ever. 

Augu/t 3oth. Sabbath morning, aroſe to prayer, 
nd the Lord drew out my affections to him. 
He breathed on my ſoul, and caus'd it to de- 
ght in the condeſcenſions of his grace. My foul 
embrac'd him in the arms of faith, and reſted in 
bis love. O infinite condeſcenſion ! Who, who. 
can fathom the depths of the l ve of God in Chriſt, 
Jelus to fallen man, or . conceive the thouſandth 
part of that bleſſedneſs, that he has prepared for them 
that love him. Happy, for ever happy, art thou 
O Iſrael, and happy, art thou, O my ſoul, for thy 
God is the Lord Jehovah ; ſtrong is his arm, his 
widom alſo is infinite, and his mercy and faith- 
ſulneſs abide for ever with thoſe that fear him 
and love his commandments. Rejoice thou in 


the 
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[84] 
the Lord, O my ſoul, for he is the horn of thy 
ſtrength, thy ſhield, thy glory, and his arm hath 
brought thee ſalvation. 

Septem. 14th. Yeſterday great deadneſs poſleſs'] 
my ſoul, it increaſed to day, I Joath'd myſelf, and 
in the night I aroſe to prayer, I ſought my God, 
but his ſpirit departed from me; I lay down again 
reſting in him as my fole ſupporter and helper, | 
ſlept, and awoke in the morning with the gracious 


'aids of his Spirit maryfeſted in my ſoul, exciting 


me to bleſs and praiſe his holy name, and my 
ſoul was made to delight itſelf in him. A Storm + 
aroſe on the earth, the rains deſcended and the 
winds blew; but in my ſoul was a perfect calm, 
for it reſted on the rock Chriſt Jeſus, O bleſ- 
ſed are they who are anchored in the haven of 
his grace; there all is calm, and ſtorms of wrath 
can never enter. And bleſſed and happy art thou, 
O my ſoul, for there thy bark lies anchored; there 
thou may'ſt lye ſafely when ſtorms of vengeance 
fill the wicked world with terror, - When black- 
neſs and horror ſhall cover their faces, then, 0 
then ſhalt thou, my ſoul, appear as a bride in 
the day of her eſpouſal, prepared for the reception 
of her bridegroom ; joy ſhall ſparkle in thine eyes, 
and pleaſure ſhall cauſe thy countenance to bloom 
as the roſe, Then, O then, ſhalt thou rejoice and 


+ N. B. The ſtorm here referr'd to was that dreadfil 
one, in which Charles-Town was-nigh periſhing in the 
waters. | | 
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glory in thy Redeemer, and ſhout the triumphs 


of his grace. 
17th, In the morning bebe diy aroſe to 


prayer; my ſoul ſought the preſence of the Lotd, 
but found not its wiſh'd for joy in him; however 
it reſted on his favour, and I Hay down again. In the 
morning I aroſe and ſought” him in meditation on 
his love and his promiſes in his word, and found the 
deſires of my heart increaſe towards him - the ardours 
of my affection were fixed and 'center'd in him 
Surely it is good to wait on the Lord, to pray over his 
word, and to meditate on his goodneſs, righteouſ- 
neſs, and truth; his loving-kindnels has been ever 
of old manifeſted to them that fear. him, and 
diligently wait on him for \ ſalvation. Bleſſed is 
the man who truſteth in the Lord, and whole hope 
the Lord is; and bleſſed art thou, O my ſouls 
for he only is thy hope, thy truſt, thy rock, thy 
ſhield, thy ſtrength, and the horn of thy ſalvation. 
Rejoice and ſing of his righteoulneſs. and truth, and 
extoll his goodneſs and merey which endure for ever. 
19h, Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, be thou, O Lord 
my God, that aſt viſited my ſoul the night paſt, by 
15 quick' ning Spirit, and bleſſed be wy + name 
ior thy. mercies, this morning. Glary, gary ta 
thee in the bigbeſt; for thou draweſt me with the 
cords of love, and the bands. of a man. 
Was euer equal piey found ? 
The prince of heauem roſig ua his breaths. 
And pours: his life aut: on the ground, 


To ranſom guilty wotens from death. 2 
Pl I 4 Theſe 
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Theſe words were brought to my mind, 200 


lay on my heart. Dear Lord Jeſus, let thy love 


to me ever engage my love and obedience to 
thee! O ſandtify my heart, and let my liſe be 
ſpent in thy ſervice and for thy glory ! Let my 
ſoul and body be a living ſacrifice to thee 3 O make 
it holy and acceptable in thy ſight. | 

234. At Capt. H——'sin Georgia. A day de- 
voted to God, as a day of thankſgiving for hi 
great goodneſs and mercy in delivering my ſel 
and family from the threatening danger of a prex 
ſtorm the 11th of Sept. 1722. This being Friday, 
and having much buſineſs to do here, and being 
anxious to return home before the ſabbath, that 
I might diſpatch my buſineſs there next Mon- 
day, it was difficult for me to finiſh my buſineſ 
here, in order to get down in time, and to ful- 
fil my vow unto my God, of keeping this as a day 
of thankſgiving to him. I ſet myſelf before day 
to ſeek him by prayer, and devoted the morning 


to him in holy exerciſes, and he graciouſly a. 


ſiſted me with a ſuitable diſpoſition of hear, 
and manifeſted his gracious acceptance of my ſa- 


crifice of love and thankfulneſs. I read part of 


Doctor Watts's ſermon on Fob xxiii. Verſes 3, 4. 
O that 1 knew where I might find him! &c. and 

in reading, almoſt every ſentence was bleſs'd to 
me. Wonderful were the diſplays of divine grace 
to me; I was got near to God indeed, and 
my ſoul was drawa out to bleſs him, and to 
devote itſelf to him afreſh with all its powers, 
nd to plead for wiſdom and grace, to ſerve him 
: 4 | | accept: 


1871 
acceptably for ever. By faith I faw him a God 
of infinite majeſty and holineſs, and lay low be- 
fore him under a ſenſe of my own vileneſs ; and 
my Jeſus was precious to my ſoul in all his of- 
fces. My God the Holy Ghoſt was precious to 
me as a quickening, ſanctifying, enlightening, / 
and comforting Spirit. I ſaw by faith my God 
the father as a fin-pardoning God, a faithful 
covenant-keeping God, and as a tender compaſ: | 
ſonate reconciled father to me, thro' his ſon Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord and Saviour; and my Spirit a- 
dared and rejoiced in him with thankſgivings and 
praiſes, It magnified him alſo as a righteous judge, 
and knowing that he had committed all judgment 
te his ſon Chriſt "Jeſus, my heart rejoiced that 
my judge was my advocate with the Father, and” 
had appeas'd his juſtice by the atonement of his 
blood, and purchaſed for me a compleat redemp- 
tion and falvation. Truly my foul delighted in 
God, and was highly exalted by his Spirit to 
love, and fear, and praiſe him with all its pow- 
er; and reſolved to ſpend the day in religious 
exerciſes, in prayer, reading, and meditation, 
thankſgivings and praiſes. But my anxious con- 
cern for my buſineſs, and to get home at the time 
before mentioned, drew me out, and I did ſome 
buſineſs that I eſteemed abſolutely neceſſary, and re- 
turned to my devotions; and my God did graci- 
ouſly continue his preſence with my ſoul, and it 
ſill fejoiced in his grace. But Col. H-—— ſoon 
after coming to me about other buſineſs, I was 
f I 2 | i 
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again called away from my retirement, and whilf 
out, fell into company and amuſed my ſelf with 
their trifling converſation ; and tho' my conſcience 
accus'd me for tarrying in it aſter my buſineſs 
was done, I indulg'd my vain curioſity and ne. 
glected my avow'd duty, till vt evening I returned 
burthen'd with guilt, And after prayers in the 
family, and a lifeleſs prayer in ſecret, I lay down 
nin heavinels to, reſt, and towards day. I awoke, 
but my Spirit was greatly diſtreſs'd with a ſenſe 
of my falſeneſs and ingratitude to God, Anguiſh 
poſſeſsd my heart, and my bitterneſs was. intol- 
erable ; I beat upon my breaſt thro” the vexation of 
my ſoul for my fooliſhneſs. I had vowed. unto 
the Lord, and had begun to perform it, and how 
graciouſly did he meet me in the path of duty, 
and folace my ſoul with the raviſhing delights of 
his acceptance and love? How ſweet and refreſhing 
was the intercousſe. betwixt him and my . ſoul, 
how fervent my deſires and prayer for wiſdoo 
and grace to-ſeive him acceptably, and be. kept 
near him for ever; and how did I long to, be, ſpent I >: 
for him, whoſe great goodneſs had filled my. heart? i loo 
But alas, how am I fallen! How am I brougit W Pe 
down from my glory, my joy, my ref, I ſaidia. da 
mine anguiſh, whither ſhall I flee from thy Spirit, W 
or hide myſelf from thy vengeance, for lo I am of 
in thy hand! thou incompaſſeſt me on every ſide, WM ne 
and thy viſitations preſerve my being, I will 
fall down before thee; thou ſearcher of hearts, 
and I will make my ſupplications unto. thee my 
Judge 
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judge, for againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, 
and done evil in thy fight. Lord, I am unwor- 
thy to be called thy fon; but, O caſt me not off 
for ever. I will lye at thy feet for. mercy; 1 
will look unto my Jeſus on the croſs, I will 
reſt on the atonement of his blood, which cleanſ- 
eth from all fin; I will plead his loving-kindneſs 
of old, his endearments in the day of my eſpouſ- 
als, tho" now I have crucify'd him afreſh, and abus'd 
the loving-kindneſs of his Spirit. I will con- 
fels my fins unto thee my God, and reſt upon 
thy word, that thou art juſt and faithful to forgive 
me my fins, and to cleanſe me from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs. My foul was till forely diſtreſſed, and my 
burthen intolerable z I felt what is meant by that 
expreſſion in the book of Proverbs, * A wounded 
Spirit, who can bear. Yet my foul ſhall reſt in 
the Lord; my Jeſus is my advocate, tho I have 
ſhamefully grieved him. I lay down again, but 
my heart was as a troubled occean; I rolled 
to and fro in bitter anguiſh, becauſe of the op- 
preſſion of my ſou}, under a ſenſe of its ungrateful 
abuſe of his infinite love; I ſought to him, to 
look on me as he did once on backſliding, perfidious 
Peter; and he, attentive to my cry, diffolved my 
hard heart into tears of contrition, diſſipated all 
my anguiſh and my fears, and calm'd the tumulty 
of my ſoul. I will extoll his mercy and faithful- 
neſs for ever and ever. ren | 
24th, At Mr. F. B——'s in Punyſburg, twixt 
twelve and one * at night, n 
| 3 | 


mee with the graces of his Spirit, the orna- 
ments 
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and let me in: my God do thou reward his 
with the light of thy favour upon his foul; and 
thy bleſſing on his houſhold. I gave thanks toit tl 
my God, and lay down to reſt, I aroſe early W mag 
to prayer, and found my God preſent ; I lay down 2 
again, but my ſoul aroſe to God; he was indeed 
the deſire and delight of my ſoul, and its chief 
Joy. Truly he is compaſſionate and gracious, truly 
his faithfulneſs faileth not, and his loving-kindoeſg 
to them that fear him endureth for ever. Why 
me, O Lord, why doſt thou viſit me? perfidious 
me ? but to manifeſt thy unchangeable love and 
faithfulneſs, and that thy mercy endureth for ever. 
O magnify the Lord, my ſoul, and extoll his 
holy name for ever and ever. Thou hadſt 
ly backſliden, O my ſoul, and dealt unfaithfully 
with thy God; as a whoriſh woman thou haſt de. 
parted from thy vow to the Lord, thou haſt turn'd 
aſide to vanity, and ſhame had covered thee, and 
thy perfidiouſneſs had bowed down thy Spirit, and 
thine anguiſh had conſum' d it, becauſe of thy fool- 
iſhneſs. Thou waſt mourning an abſent God, and 
his injur'd grace, and thy ingratitude prick'd thy 
foul ; ſo that thou waſt ready to cry out with guilty 
Cain, * My puniſhment is greater than I can bear. 
but bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be thy God, O my 
foul, who drew thee to look again unto him 
whom thou hadſt pierc'd that he might give thee 
repentance and remiſſion of thy ſins, that he 
might pour forth freſh oyl into thy wounds, and 
bind them up with bands of love; that he might 
cloath thee with change of raiment, and adord 
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ments of his ſalvation. Bleſs the Lord „O my fouls 


cleave thou to him with all thy powers; and make 
it thy ſtudy evor to pleaſe him and worthily ta 
magnify his holy name, for ever and ever. 

25th, In my journey from Pumſburg, my beart 
was fill'd with thankfulneſs, and I was enabled to 
ſpeak freely to my ſervant of the things pextaine 
ing to the kingdom of God and his ſalvation, as I 
had done in my paſſage from Savannah. O that 
my God may open his heart unto inſtruction ! 
and bleſs my counſels and admonitions to his 
converfion and ſalvation, that I may behold him 
with me, when I come into the joys of my Lord 
Jeſus. Dear God, difpel his darkneſs, and in thy 
light, let bim fee light, and rejoice in thy ſalvation. 

October 8th. From the time I wrote laſt till 
now, has been a time of trial and uneaſineſs from 
the diſobedience of ſervants, &c. Dear Lord God 
grant me wiſdom to govern my houſe for thee, 
as becometh thy fervant and the dignity of thine 
honour. Before day this morning I awoke in a 
dream of ſuch a nature as moy'd me to beg of the 
Lord to be fed with heavenly food; I aroſe to pray- 
er, and my ſoul ſteadfaſtly long'd to be made can- 
formable to him in wiſdom, righteouſneſs and ſane» 
tification of heart; it reſted on him for the fulſil- 
ment of its defires. 1 lay down again, but my 
Spirit aroſe o God with fervent deſires, panting 
for holineſs of heart, and wiſdom and ſtrength, ta 
do his will on earth : I loath'd my ſelf becauſe 
of my many repeated backilidings and ungrateful 


returns 
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returns for his love; which mov'd me to beg ra- 
ther to be ſtript of every worldly comſort, than 
ſuffered thereby to diſhonour him. I ſlept and 
awoke again in a comfortable frame. Awoke my 
partner in life to move her to bleſs the Lord with 
me, and to perſevere in cleaving to him, with all 
her powers; and he graciouſly fill'd my ſoul more 
abundantly with the raviſhing delights of bis 
Sp.rit. O love unſpeakable and full of | glory! 
Rejoice in the Lord O my ſoul, and ſpeak his 
goodneſs and mercy ; ſet him ever before thee, 
and declare his ſalvation to all about thee. There in 


being no publick worſhip to day, I was enabled to W glo 
pray and read ſermons, &c. to my family as uſual. W c.. 
May Jeſus, and his graces be 5 
My portion and my lot; Ih 
And worldly things eſteem'd by me fea 
Not worth an anxious thought : his 
Direct me, Lord, to rule my houſe, ban 

In wiſdom's perfect way; * 
Thy truths may all our hearts eſpouſe, : T 
Thy laws may all obey. o 


1885. At P-- R--1 viſited the Rev. Mr. P-- ſpent he 
the evening with him in religious converſation ; be 
found him a little warm in argument ; he was ſound 
with reſpe& to juſtification by faith in Chriſt only, 
on account of Chrif's righteouſneſs, and not for any 
righteouſneſs of ours, but not. ſo with reſpect to * 
fanRifcation, as a work of God's Spirit in us re- © 
eeiv'd at the time of our juſtification, &c. I ep. © ©" 
| at wh 


I W: 1 
at and in the morning on bed was muſing 
on our evening's converſation z my Spirit aroſe. to 
my God and was fill'd with his preſence. The. 
glorious ſcheme of man's redemption, ſeem'd more 
clear to me than ever; my foul ſeem'd even ſwal- 
low d up in the love of God; my ſoul rejoiced in God 
the father, bis wiſdom and love in this wonderful 
ſcheme, and for drawing me to his dear ſon; it re- 
joiced in his ſon my dear Redeemer, in his free un- 
dertaking and love infulfillioga perſect righteouſneſs, 
in ſatisfying, for ſin, in procuring peace, love and 
glory ſor me; it rejoiced in my God the Holy Ghoſt 
for his love, in convincing me of ſin, of righteouſ- 
neſs and of judgment, and revealing Chriſt in me. 
30th, Was viſited by ſome polite friends: I was, 
anxious to impart. unto them ſome ſpiritual bene- 
fits, and the, Lord graciouſly gave me the aid of 
his holy Spirit in prayer the next morning in my 
family with them. O that his bleſſin gs may attend 
my weak endeavours, to engage their hearts to ſeek; 
a ſpiritual: union with him, thro' Jeſus Chriſt. O 
dear Redeemer, make them one with thee! that/ 
thou may 'ſt be glorified in them, and they may! 
be graciouſly: accepted as thine, and be glorify'd. in, 
and by thee: Amen, dear Jeſus, Amen 
Mu. 55. Sabbath morning, about two o'clock, 
awoke, and found my deſires with God; I aroſe to 
prayer, and afteswards lay doun again and meditated 
on his great goodneſs to ſinners in Ohriſt Jeſus, 
and eſpecially to my own ſoul. Why me, Lord. 
why me taken, and ſo. many left to periſh in their: 
tranf- 
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tranſgreſſions ? O grace, free grace] Even ſo it hath 
pleaſed thee, holy Father, that in me the riches of 
thy grace and patience ſhould be manifeſted to them 
and angels, and the glories of thy love magnified 
in me, in me a chief of ſinners. My heart wa: fil- 
led with God, and with all its powers my Spirit did 
cleave to him. I was humbled under a ſenſe of 
my fooliſh backſlidings. O hateful ingratitude 
O curſed folly, to fin againſt infinite love! O ſtu- 
pendous love, to ſtoop to ſuch a loathſome and 
hateful creature] Then did my Spirit ſtrive and 
pl-ad with God for ſteadfaſtneſs of grace and 
love to ſerve him acceptably all my days ; then 
did I truly trample the world under foot, and 
eſteem'd all its glories as droſs and dung, in 
compariſon with the ſuperior excellencies of the 
favour of my God in Chriſt Jeſus. And how was 
my heart raviſhed with the love of God the Father, 
in drawing me to his Son for life and ſalvation ? 
How did my ſoul delight in him, and in the diſ- 
plays of his grace? I awoke my partner to join 
with me in bleſſing and praiſing the moſt high God 
for all hs ſalvation; and exhorted her to preſs 
on, to redouble her diligence and zeal to ſeek him 
with all her powers, and not to reſt till ſhe could 
triumph in his ſalvation. Surely the Lord will 
turn her captivity, and her ſoul ſhall yet rejoice 
and glory in his ſalvation. And ſurely goodneſs 
and mercy {hill follow me all my days. I fhall 
abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty, and his 


banner over me ſhall be love. My ſoul ſhall praiſe 
N | him 


him 


C95] ; 
him in life, it ſhall rejoice in him at death, it 
ſhall triumph in his ſalvation. . 


© Tho? earth and hell with malice burn, 
Still I ſhall go, and ſtill return 

« Safe in the Lord; his guardian care 

* Preſerves my ſoul from every ſnare, Waits, 


Nov. roth. How often do I reſiſt the authority 
and abuſe the moſt tender regards of my Lord 
Jeſus, my head, my ſpouſe; and yet he bears 
with my weakneſs, and the ſtreams of his bene- 
ficence are daily flowing in upon me; he does 
not harſhly chide, but with cords of love, ten 
thouſand times more powerful than Sinai's thun- 
der, does he allure and draw my ' heart to ſub- 
miſſion and duty. O love unparallelPd, unſpeax- 
able and glorious! O how forcible is love! it 
melteth the rocks, removeth mountains, ftoppeth 
the raging of the ſea, breaketh ſtubborn oaks, 
and turns lyons into lambs. O love, love ! thou 
moſt excellent of graces, poſleſs for ever my 
heart, and influence all its ſtreams of thought and 
affection. O my ſoul, imitate thy Jeſus, thy head, 
thy Lord, thy glory.. O my deareſt Jeſus, make me 
perfect in thee, thou fountain, thou ſea of love 

11th, Gong to the houſe of the Lord the 
example of my Redeemer's love affected me, and 
reprov'd my miſcondut the day before, and my 
Spirit was humbled before the Lord for my folly. 
And O how gracious is the Lo:d ? He manifeſted his 

love 
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love again unto my ſinful ſoul, in his houſe of 
prayer. This day Capt. D— B— and his ſpouſe 
preſented their iniant daughter to the Lord in bap- 
tiſm, as alſo //— P— his ſon ; my heart was 


moved to intreat a bleſſing of the Lord for the [ 
children, that he wou'd be graciouſly pleaſed to 1 
baptize them with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſanQify \ 
.them even in infancy, eſpecially the infant of- his I 
perſecuted baniſh'd ſervant D= B. P 
1610 
Dear Jeſus to thy faithful arm Cargi 
Theſe babes committed are ; Lord | 
Lord, ſeal and bleſs and keep from harm favour 
"Theſe lambs left to thy care. [land 
12th. Lord's Day, a day of love and joy, -and * 
pladneſs of heart; my ſoul was highly favour'd of "MW 
the Lord, at the holy ſacrament of his ſupper, and bs ble 
in the ſeciety afterwards: It was a day of blefling deal 
to many friends that waited upon him in his holy * 
ordinance. Bleſſed be the Lord for all the diſplays IP 
of his grace! My foul, this day didſt thou feed on ly do 
thy dear Redeemer by faith with thankſgiving. xople, 
This day did'ſt thou pay him thy vows in the pre» em 
ſence of his people, and renew thy obligations Maar. 1 
to be his, for ever. This day he accepted thy Cod. 
facrifice, and ſhewed thee that his body was meat IM 
indeed, and his blood was drink indeed. This day is gra 
did he diffuſe the virtue thereof thro' thy heart, I my 
and give thee to ſee that thou art one with him. O Win tc 
ſtupendous grace] O love unparrallell'd and full 0 glor 


of glory! May a favour thereof be ever freſh up- 


on 
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1 my heart all my days, and may it excite my 


ſoul to render love and bleſſings, and praiſes,” and 


thankſgivings unto thee, my dear Lord Jeſus, thro” 
time and to eternity. 


Lord, I am thine, for ever thine, 
My ſoul doth cieave to thee; 
My deareſt Lord be ever mine, 
I'll have no love but thee, 


16th, At evening ſet away from Littlefield for 
Geirgia, in Capt. B——s boat. I found the 
Lord graciouſly with me ; it rain'd, but we were 
avour'd with a fair wind; we run down to Rows. 
[land by low water ; came too ; the wind aroſe 
ad blew very hard; but, bleſſed be God, we were 
anchored in a ſecure place, and the Lord fill'd my 
ſoul with a ſenſe of his goodneſs and mov'd me 
to bleſs him with all my powers; but more eſ- 
pecially towards morning I ſeemed moyv'd to beg 
thankful heart. My ſoul was drawn out to the 
Lo:d to ſeek this ſingular bleffing, and afterwards T 
ay down and flept, and then awoke, call'd up the 
people, gave them ſomething to refreſh them, ſet 
them to work, and the wind was fallen and more 
fir. My heart was fill'd with thankfulneſs to 
God, O how condeſcending, is God, how ſwift 
to hear! how ready to manifeſt the diſplays of 
lis grace to- the ſouls that ſeek him fully! O that 
ul my powers could be ever on the ſtretch for 
lim to ſhew forth his moſt worthy praiſe, and 
o glorify his name in time and to eternity ; to 


R whom 
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whom alone belong honour and power, might and | 
majeſty, and love and praiſes everlaſting, Amen, . 
| c 


What ſhall I render to my God, do 

For all his kindoeſs ſhown ? and 
My feet ſhall viſit thine abode, - 
My ſongs addreſs thy throne. ung 


My ſoul was moved to intreat for the Rev, Mr f 1 
P——, that the Lord wou'd inſpire him wich the 
graces of his Spirit, and fill him with his fulnck urn. 
for the glory of his name and grace; and for ſe- Capt 
veral other friends, that God wou'd bleſs them. „erf. 

19th. Sabbath morning, reach'd Mr. P— G—';, * 
came too, perform'd morning prayer in the Schu- "mT 
ner; the Lord was preſent with my ſoul. Wa * 
kindly invited aſhore, Was enabled to give per- 3 
tinent replies to ſome worldly ſayings of the = 


perſon that gave me the invitation, who waſh _ 
extreamly kind ; after breakfaſt, my conſcience * . 
reminded me of duties incumbent on me for ;. (al 
inſtruction on board, and to endeavour to promote WM nd f 
the due obſervation of the Lord's day. But my curſ- ¶ About 
ed complaiſance and cowardice prevented me till 3 
evening, when the tide ferv'd to proceed on myW: 0 
voyage. I came on board, conſcious of my ſloth- * 
ful, ſhameful diſobedience to the divine law, and * 
the example of my dear Redeemer, whoſe dil. opp 
gence to do his Father's will, I ought to have Pp 
copied after, and the conſideration of whoſe love that 1 
in my redemption and ſalvation ought to have. 

| ry been 33 
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deen ſtronger than a thouſand importunities of 
-reature-friends to have engaged my heart to 
go his will. His injur'd Spirit was withdrawn, 
and I was leſt in heavineſs to mourn an abſent 
God, and my own perfidious ingratitude ; and 
thus to bewail my folly three days ere he was 
intreated to return, and give me any ſenſe of his 
preſence. 

234. Return'd to Savanna; was detained till 
Saturday ; ſet off, but, the wind being contrary, re- 
turn'd again; went aſhore, ſpent the evening with 
Capt. D and Mr. M— in heavenly con- 
verſation z lodged at his houſe. Sabbath morning 
beſore day I awoke; aroſe to prayer, and my de- 
fires aroſe to God; I longed for nearer approacheg 
to him, and to claſp him in*the arms of faith, 
and to be filled with his fulneſs. But the Lord 
witheld himſelf, and vouchſafed only a ſenſe of 
my acceptance and a compoſed mind to wait upon 
him in ardent breathings, for aſſiſtance to keep 
his ſabbath, and to reverence him in his ſanctuary, 
and ſhew forth the favour of his name to thoſe 
about me; lay down again, was refreſh'd with 
ſleep; aroſe to prayer; was enabled to wreſtle 
for a bleſſing for my yoke-fellow, that ſhe might 
glory in divine grace; was afterwards aſk'd to of- 
feiate in family prayer; the Lord gave me aſſiſt- 
ance in it, bleſſed be his holy name ; I ſpake freely 
of divine things at breakfaſt by his affiſtance. O 
that he may bleſs it to the quickning and comfort- 
ng of his ſervants in their heavenly journey ! 

RT At 


hat tet. Aa. | 


At 10 o'clock, went to church: Mr. O— tea 


neſs; let thy glory ariſe here and ſhine, even a 
the noon day |! 


vation. In the afternoon the - wind ſprung: up 
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prayers and preached ; my ſoul was lifted up in- 
deed to join in divine worſhip ; Mr. O—5 tex 
was Jahn iv. 23. from whence he excellently 
treated of inward piety, and purity of heart 
wrought by the Holy Ghoſt, and of the ſpirituality 
of the chriſtian life and worſhip of God. Grant 
O Lord, that thy word may run and be gloriked 
in this place. O make its miniſters as flames c 
fire, its officers peace, and its exactors  righteoul. 


27th, Over- ſlept my ſelf this morning, and loſ 
our tide, Bleſſed be God who awoke me from 
my ſleep in fin to a divine life in himſelf, and 
did not ſuffer me to let ſlip the day of my ſul 


and we ſail'd over the Sound againſt tide. 
28th, Awoke before day; aroſe to prayer; the 
Lord þreath'd upon my heart, and my deſires 
were centered in him; I pleaded his paſt good 
neſs to me, and the glory of his holy name, a 
an argument for greater communications of his 
grace to be revealed in me; for the ſucces d 
the goſpel in the hearts of thoſe about me, and 
for my dear yoke-fellow, to partake with me | 
my joys, and be firengthen'd and confirm'd tt 
ſpread the favour of his name with me in our ii 
mily. Never were my deſires more fervent | 
prayer, nor my confidence in his fayour mor 
ſtrong. In the afternoon arrived at B——4 b W 
kindly invited by Mr. S— $— to his * 
pen 
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ſeat the evening in religious converſation ; had 
an opportunity of ſpeaking freely of the experi- 
ence of my own heart in my converſion to a 
poor cripple, with a view to excite him to enquire 
into the ſtate of his ſoul. Lodg'd that night 

at Mr. $ ——s, 
24th. About three o'clock awoke, my God 
being graciouſly preſent with me; I aroſe to 
prayer, and my ſoul did cleave to him with all 
is powers. I eſteem'd not only all that I poſ- 
ſeſſed, but my very life, as not to be accounted 
of in affeftion when compar'd with the intereſt. 
or honour of his name. I panted for higher 
degrees of heavenly wiſdom and ſanctiſication of 
heart to ſpread the ſavour of his grace; my heart 
was enlarged, for divine goodneſs poſleſs'd all its 
powers, and 1 long'd for the accompliſhment 
of my work on earth to finiſh my courſe, that 
might obtain the end of my faith, the glory 
of my longing panting, foul, my deareſt Jeſus. 
My dear boſom partner lay near my heart, and 
with ſtrong fervour of ſoul I beſought the Lord to 
manifeſt his glory in her heart, and fill her with 
the joys of his acceptance and love. My poor 
Negroes I preſented as uſual to the Lord, as a' 
part of my charge for his acceptance and bleſ- 
lng. I did not forget his poor perſecuted ſaints, * 
and the ſucceſs of the goſpel. I lay down again 
and ſlept 3 awoke at day, aroſe to prayer; 
was filled with the fulneſs of my God; the in- 
krelts of Zion lay near my heart, and the proſ- 
K 3 v - > perity 


{ 102 
perity of her children ; I ** the caſe of 
my boſom-partner again to the Lord, and he 
gave me an anſwer of acceptance; my Negroes alſo 
1 again recommended to his blefling. My foul 
never more delighted in him, nor long'd more 
to quit this earthly tabernacle, to be fixed with 
him in the perfection of holineſs, ä 
December 1/4, At Col. = before day, awoke 
and roſe to prayer ; lay down again ; ſpoke to 
my boſom-partner of the common ſalvation ; the 
Lord filled me then with his preſence, and aſſiſted 
me in converſation. Truly he is gracious, and 
| his mercy is ever towards thoſe that fear him, 
[ and delight themſelves in his favour and the light 
j of his precepts. 
34. Lord's Day, Mr. F— A— preached; my | 
heart was lifted up to God to grant him aſfiſtance 
and a bleſſing on his inſtruction; and the Lord 
refreſhed my ſoul with his gracious preſence. 
4th. Aroſe before day to prayer, and the Lord 
viſited me with the foul-rayiſhing joys of his fa- 
vour, Bleſs his holy name, O my ſoul ; let his 
goodneſs and mercy ever engage thy love and 
obedience, O ſhew forth a ſavour of his moſt 
worthy name, and diſplay the glories of his 
grace all around thee ! 
17th. Lord's Day, God graciouſly viſited my 
ſoul in the morning at home, and in his ſanQuary ; 
my ſoul greatly delighted in him, his preſence 
overflow'd all my powers, and my heart breath'd 


forth thankfulnels and praiſes to him. But un. 
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fable as water is my treacherous heart; for few 
mon being ended, I ſaw a certain gentleman come, 
and went to compliment him ; worldly conver- 
ſation preſently enſued and filled up the inter- 
val betwixt ſermons; I was ſhock'd ſoon after» 
upon reflection, at ſo preſumptuous a violation of 
both law and grace; my Ged juſtly offended 
departed from me, and my ſoul was filled with 
bitter remorſe, O curſed folly to ſtoop to a crea- 
ture, and abuſe the folly of my Creator ! The joy 
and glory of my life neglected, and his laws vio- 
lated thro” a ſordid fear of man, Great God, let 
thy pardoning mercy cover this my preſumptuous 
lin, and ſo impreſs a ſenſe of it on my heart, 
that I may with my lateſt breath review it with 
ſhame ! Surely thy mercy is infinite, and there- 
fore I am not conſumed. 

24th. Lord's Day, the Lord viſited my ſoul in 
his ſanctuary. How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hoſts, when dignify'd with the pre- 
ſence of thy glory, and thy ſpirit diffuſes its odoury 
thro' the hearts of thy people. How precious 
unto me is the glory of my heart, my God: my 
ſong ſhall ever be of thy goodneſs, for thy mercy 
endureth for ever. This day my brother 1 8 
infant was baptized by the Rev. V — H—; my 
ſoul was importunate with my God, that he 
would receive. it as his, and ſeal it with the bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt ; and he graciouſly. filld 
my heart with joy, in believing that his bleſſing 
will xeſt upon the child: glory to God in the 


. 

higheſt for the privileges of his grace in Chrift 
Jeſus. 87 

1753, Jan. 4th. I ſpread my outward difficul- 
tie; before the Lord, and committed to him the 
diſtreſſes of my foul, pleading his power to help; 
J confeſs'd my folly, and he humbled my heart before 
him, and fill'd it with a confidence of his favour and 
bleſſing. O my deareſt God, what friend is like 
thee, or what ſuccour like thine ? O help me to tell 
the world thy love, and to diffuſe a ſavour of thy 
goodneſs to the ſurviving generation ! Let me no 
more doubt of thy fatherly care of me; make me 
ſtrong in faith to reſt on thy faithfulneſs, and to ſce 
my ſelicity compleatly ſecur'd in thine all-ſuffici- 
ency. To thy name I will give glory and praiſe 
for ever, Amen. 

71h, Lord's Day. The Lord ſtrengthen'd me for 
the duti:s of the ſabbath in my family, and gra- 
ciouſly manifeſted his acceptance of my f.crifice, 
by filling my heart with a Celightful ſenſe of his 
favour. They that wait on the Lord ſhall renew 
their ſtrength ; he is near to all that ſeek him in 
ſincerity, his mercy to them that fear him en- 
dureth for ever. 


Nor children's children e'er ſhall find 
A God unfaithful or unkind. Matis. 


8tb. I read Mrs. Row:'s devout exerciſes of the 
heart ; and bleſſed be God who has put them 
into my hand, and by them often refreſhed my 
heart, and quickned my diowſy fpirit to wait up. 
on 
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on him with ſteadſaſtneſs and delight, and for 
ever bleſſed be his name for ſuch inſtances of his 
grace, ſuch infinite diſcoveries of his love to poor 
ſinful mortals; herein we may ſee ſomething of 
his great condeſcention to believing ſouls, and. of 
the heights that are attainable in this life, thro? 
our union with Jeſus Chriſt; he makes us (thro 
faith) to ſee and feel that we are indeed one with 
him, and te rejoice in hope of being partakers 
with him in his glory. O bleſſed — . of the 
divine union, God manifeſted in the fleſh, in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, Be aſtoniſh'd at this, my 
ſoul! and even loſt in the wonders of divine love. 
O beights and depths unſearchable and full of 
glory! praiſe him, praiſe him, O my ſoul, extoll 
his name, for his wiſdom is unſearchable, and 
his mercy and truth endure for ever and ever. 

March 11th, My foul has been under trials 


and diſquietude for a long time, and the Spirit 
ef the Lord withdrawn; this morning the Lord 
return'd and refreſh'd my drooping Spirit. Bleſſed 
be his holy name, who has not utterly forſaken 
me: ſurely his compaſſion is infinite, and his mercy 
endureth for ever! 

18:h, This mofning on my bed the Lord viſit- 
ed my ſoul. Bleſſed be God who prepareth my 
heart to keep holy his ſabbath, and to worſhip 
in his ſanctuary; there he refreſh'd my ſoul, and 
ſtrengthen' d my heart to reſt ſatisfied on his ſal- 
vation. Surely he exalteth the lowly, and ſatiſ⸗ 
heth the hungry ſoul. My ſoul ſhall ever reſt on 

him» 


1 
him, and give thanks unto his name; for he is all 
my hope and all my falvation, and he hath aſſured 
my ſoul of his favour, thefore my tongue ſhall 
ſing of his righteouſneſs, and my heart ſhall re. 
Joice and triumph in the ſtrength of his arm, and 
in the greatneſs of his ſalvation. 

April 18th. Mr. H. preach'd on Solomon's Song 
chap. ii. verſe 4. and O the love of my Redeemer 
did fill my heart! he blew upon my garden, 
and cauſed the ſpices thereof to low out. O love, 
love! who can declare thy power, or deſcribe 
the fragrance of thy perfume ! Thou filleſt every 
cavity of my heart, and doſt ſecretly captivate 
every power and faculty of my ſoul to thee the 
quinteſſence, the perſection of love and glory, 


O when ſhall I come and be ſatisfied with thine 


embraces, my Jeſus? When ſhall I plunge my ſelf 
in that ocean of delightful bliſs, the ſtreams where- 
of make glad the city of cur God? My dear 
Lord Jeſus, aſſiſt me to fulfil my courſe, to gloriſy 
thee on earth; and haſten, dear Lord, the day 
of my ſtanding before thee to behold thy 
glory without a veil between. - O come, Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly! Amen, 

15th, Lord's Day, awoke in the morning with 
thoſe werds, Solomon's Song v, 5. I thought it 
was the voice of my belov'd, And muſing on the 
words, was quickned to ariſe to him, by the ſlothful 
ſaying of the ſpouſe, © I have put off my coat, 
how ſhall I put it on?* I aroſe and gave thanks 
to his name, and begg'd he wou'd prepare my 


heart 
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heart for the ſervices of the day, and eſpecially 


being ended at the dawning of the day, I lay 
down again, had a refreſhing ſleep, and awoke 
with my Lord preſent; he fill'd me with a ſenſe 
of my vileneſs and the ſreeneſs of his grace, till 
with holy aſtoniſhment I cry'd out, Why me, 
Lord! why me? Why was I made to know the 
power of thy love, and the freeneſs of thy grace? 
Oy God, doſt thou in very deed dwell with 
man! Thou art the king of glory, O Chriſt ; 
thou art the glory of thy Father, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon. And didſt thou veil thy 
Godhead in our fleſh to redeem us to thy elf ? 
and doſt thou veil thy ſelf in my filthy falſe heart, 
to draw me to thee, to poſſeſs the heights and 


my Jeſus, my ſweet Jeſus, how ſhall I manifeſt 
thy love, or the glory of thy ſalvation? O how 
ſhall Þ ſhew forth that gratitude that is due from 
me unto thee? How ſhall I magniſy thy worthy 
name, and extol the glories of thy ſalvation. O 
my Jeſus, thou life of my ſoul, and ſoul of my 
joys, do thou flay all thine enemies within me, 
and ſanQtify my heart, and make it upright be- 
fore thee, that the "fragrance of thy grace may 
fow forth, and the glory thereof appear in my 
life and converſation! O give me a triumphant 
faith, and wiſdom, and grace, to inſpire my ſoul 
with nob le views and reſolutions, worthy of a 


follo wer of thee, that ſo I may trample the 9 
an 


to meet him at his holy table. And my prayer 


depths, and breadth and length of thy love! O0 
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and its vanities under my feet, and not ſtoop ty 
mean things ; that I may hate every appearance of 
folly, and ever purſue the things that are excellent 
and lovely in thine eyes: that I may recommend 
the ſweetneſs of thy word and ſpirit unto all men, 
and glorify thy moſt holy name, my lovely Redeem- 
er. To thee with thy Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
one God, my God, be glory, and dominion, and 
bleſſing, and praiſes everlaſting, Amen, and Amen, 


My dear Almighty, and my friend, 
Where can ſuch ſweetneſs be, 


As I have taſted in thy love, 
As I have found in thee ? 


May, 13th. Lord's Day ; a day worthy of ever- 
laſting remembrance, a ylorious ſabbath to my 
ſoul ; and bleſſed be the name of the Lord, who, 
for many ſabbaths paſt, has always viſited and 
refreſh'd my ſoul on the mornings of his holy days, 


day of his reſt ; and, O that I cou'd, as I ought, 
honour him on his holy days; O that I cou'd ſhew 
forth a ſavour of his worthy name to all about 
me; for he is good, infinitely good, and his tender 
mercies are ever to thoſe that fear him, and reſt only 
on his ſalvation. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, for 
his mercy endureth for ever: He has eſtabliſh'd 
with thee his covenant, and in faithfulneſs doth 
he draw thee, for his own name's fake, He hath 
given thee the blefling of Abraham his choſen, and 
the ſure mercies of David his ſervant, and put 
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Surely the Lord delights to honour the conſecrated 
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a new ſong in thy mouth, even ſalvation to my 
God and to his Chriſt for ever and ever. 

20th. Sabbath morning, awoke greatly per- 
plexed in my mind with worldly diſquietudes; I 
loath'd my ſelf before the Lord, and ſought his 
relief with my whole heart ; I cry'd unto him for 
deliverance from the burdens of my mind, and 
to be compos'd for the duties of the ſabbath, that 
he might be glorified in my houſe, and the 
Lord heard, and graciouſly reliev'd my Spirit, 
and fill'd it with the endearing glories of his grace, 
O why me, Lord! why me? A polluted worm, 
unholy and unfit to look towards thy feat ; but 
praiſes unto thee my God and my glory, that, 
thro! the blood of ſprinkling, the blood of the 
covenant, thou haſt purified my ſoul, purged away 
its pollution, and drawn it with the cords of 
love ; and bleſſed, for ever bleſſed, be the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the ſins of the world. 
Thou, O Lord, art become my ſalvation, and 
my ſoul cleaveth to thee, and my tongue ſhall 
ſing aloud of thy righteouſneſs, and glory in thy 
ſalvation, O keep me in thy perfect way for 
thine own name's ſake, and ſtrengthen my feeble 
hands for the ſervices of my day, that my life may 
declare thy praiſes. Amen, 

27th, Lord's Day morning ; being anxious to 
cleave to the Lord in my affections, and to keep 
his ſabbath with a perfect heart, I aroſe early in 
the twilight, and went out to private prayer in 
my garden, and there my God graciouſly met me, 
L | and 
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end fill'd my ſoul with his preſence. O glorious 
intercourſe ! my ſoul reſted on him, and breath'd 
forth its deſires into his boſom ; and, whilſt I 
loathed my ſelf for my own vileneſs, he was 
moſt precious unto my ſoul, and I ſaw my ſelf 
bleſſed in his bleſſedneſs. Surely his goodneſs and 
mercy ſhall follow me all my days, and I ſhall 
zbide under the ſhadow of the Almighty ; I ſhall 
be ſatisfied with his fullneſs, and delight my ſoul 
with his loving-kindneſs for ever and ever, I 
was ſtrengthen'd to wreſtle with the Almighty in 
prayer for Rev. G— I/— and W— H— and 
our church and little ſociety, and the intereſt of 
Zion in general, Surely the Lord fill'd my heait 
with fervour, and my mouth with arguments, 
that his name might be glorified on earth, and his 
Uving health migh be diſplay'd among all nations! 

June 3d. Sabbath morning, at , went to 
my daughter's grave, to view it once more, and 
dropt a tear over the duſt that once lov'd me, 
and was lovely to my heart. O my child ! my 
child! thou art engraven upon my heart; how 
hall I forget thee whoſe filial love did ſo often 
refreſh my fpirit ? But, O! thy death cuts my 
ſoul, becauſe of thy importunity to ſce me and [ 
knew it not; but what ſhall J ſay, was not the 
hand of the Lord in this? I will be filent, leſt I 
be found to fret againſt him, I turned away from 
thence to pour out my ſoul before him, and to 
ſeek grace to keep his ſabbath, and ſpend my life 


confiſlent to his holy will; and the Lord heard 


my 
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my cry, anc comforted my heart with the raviſſr- 
ing delights of his favour. O joy unſpeakable 
:nd full of glory ! Surely thou art Jove, and the 
jovs of pleaſant children are not to be named as 
delights, when ſet in the ballance with thy ſelf, or 
even the taſtes of thy favour. O love, love 
when ſhall I appear with thee, and be filled with 
the pleaſures of thy preſence, that I may no more 
fin nor loſe the bliſsful joy. Went to meeting; 
heard the Rev. Mr. B— ; his diſcourſes were 
ſound and ſavory ; but cou'd rot approve the 
cuſtom of not giving'out the pſalm line by line, 
as the illiterate part of the audience, and particu- 
larly the poor negroes, could not join in that noble 
part of divine worſhip. * Let all things be done 
to edification.” I obſerved the profatiation of the 
ſabbath, in the too general converſation of the 
people about triffes and worldly buſineſs, before 
ind between ſermons. A fure ſign, that the love 
of God and his law do not properly influence the 
heart, Great God, keep my heart, eſpecially on 
thy ſolemn days, and in my ſolemn approaches 
to thee, and ſuffer me not to preſume to violate. 
thy laws, or mock thee with unholy ſacrifices. 
O pity and forgive this people, and tuin their 
hearts to reverence thy great name! Amen. 
10th. Sabbath morning; I aroſe and went out 
to meditate and pray, and my good God revealed his 
goodneſs in my ſoul, O the delight, the heavenly 
tranſpott, exceeds all expreſſion ! my foul was even. 
brallow'd up in the divine enjoyment, whilſt it 
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receiv'd the pledges of the Redeemer's love, and 
ſaw the condeſcenſions of his majeſty to a worm, 
leſs then nothing, and vanity before him. O, why 
me Lord! why me? O let a ſenſe of this love 
lay me at thy fect for ever! Let me ever eſteem 
it the glory of my ſoul to celebrate thy praiſe, 
and do thy will. O let my life be ſpent for this 
worthy end, and let every faculty and power of 
my ſoul and body unite and harmonize in this 
nobleſt of ends, that the Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, may receive the tribute due, O my 
dear God, ſpeak, and thy divine image ſhall be 
transfus'd thro' my ſou), and all my powers obey 
and delight in thee. This day I was call'd to 
pray and read ſermons in the congregation, in the 
abſence of our miniſter ; I was terrified with 2 
ſenſe of my weakneſs and incapacity for the work, 
(becauſe of ſcoffers) and cry'd unto God for 
ſtrength, that his name might be glorified in my 
weakneſs, and he put ſtrength into my ſoul, and 
words into my mouth in prayer, and hll'd me with 
a joyful ſenſe of his acceptance of my poor ſacri- 
fice. Surely tis good to wait upon him in his 
ſanctuary; tis good to exert our ſelves for the 
intereſt of his Zion; 'tis there his mercy gently 


flows, and the divine ſtreams refreſh our hearts ; we 


drink of the fountain of life, and rejoice and tri- 
umph in the ſalvation of our God. Who ſhall 
not praiſe thee, thou king of ſaints? Who, that 
taſtes thy love, ſhall not glory in thy ſalvation ? 

O deareſt Lord God, diffuſe a ſavour of thy name 
| thro 
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tiro* the world, that all the nations may love 
and bleſs thee. O fill thy churches with thy glory 
and make thy people joyful in thine houſes of 
prayer. O deſcend to us, let us behold thy good- 
neſs in thy ſanctuary, and fear, and love, and 
praiſe thee for ever and ever! O bleſs. thy mi- 
nifters, fill them with thy fulneſs. Bleſs thy ſervant 
placed over us, and return him to us anointed with 
freſh oyl, and filled more abundantly with wiſdom,. 
zeal, and love, that thy people may be edified, and 
finners, a numerous train, may be turned thro” thy 

eſſing unto thee ! Amen, dear Lord Jeſus, fay 


Amen. 

13th and 14th of June, in the morning ex- 
erciſes of meditation and prayer in private, the 
Lord viſited and comforted. me greatly; and the 
reading Mrs. Rewe's devout exerciſes was greatly 
bleſs'd to me, as a means of raiſing my affecti- 
ons to the Lord, The ſweet intereourſe greatly 
raviſhed and delighted my ſoul. O unworthy me! 
vile me! But the mercy of my God ſuperabounds, 
and his compaſſion is infinite. Tho? I am falſe, yet 
he abideth faithful, and will not caſt me off, fot 
his own name's ſake; he ſhews me that my Re- 
deemer liveth, that I have an advocate with the 
Father, and that becauſe he lives, I ſhall live 
allo, O may gloty, and honour, and bleſſing, 
and praiſes be aſcrib'd unto his moſt worthy name, 
from my ſoul' for ever! O ye angels of his that 
excel in ſtrength, aſſiſt my fovl! to praiſe him! 0 
magnify him for his wonders of love to- my ſoul! 
. L 3 
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I fought the eternal God, and he has not ex 
poſed my hope to. ſhame,” I will truſt in the 
name of the Lord, for he will ſurely pluck my 
feet out of the miry clay, and deliver me from 
all my fears; and my ſoul ſhall praiſe him in 
life, and devote all its powers and intereſt to 
the honour of his holy name for ever, Amen. 
24th. Lord's Day, the Rev. Mr. F. P. preach'd 

in the meeting: it was a day of bleſſing to many: 
the glory of the Lord appeared in his ſanctuary 
to many, and my foul was filled with-the good- 
neſs and glory of the Lord. Having obtain'd 
mercy to draw near to him, the words of Ahaſuerus 
to Ejth:r, gave me encouragement; What is thy 
petition ? &c, and I ſaid, If I have found grace in 
thy ſight, give me, my Lord, a wiſe and under- 
ſtanding heart to govern my houſe in thy fear; 
give me grace to ſerve thee acceptably all my days; 
give me holineſs and integrity of heart, ſanctify 
my affeclions, make me perfect, and bleſs me with 


the continual light of thy favour ; give me favour { 
for my ſervants, O ſanAlify them thro* thy truth, t 
and I am bleſt. I aſk not the riches of the world, f 
great God, but the rich graces of thy Spirit for me, P 
and all mine; that we may truly love thee, and 8 
render that glory to thy name which is thy due; ( 
that we may ſpread the glory of thy name, all f 
around us. Then did I fully and abſolutely de- 

vete my ſelf to him, to be his for ever, the , 
holy angels being witneſſes of the ſurrender ; 1 


made no covenant for the world. 
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Fuly 24. Dear Capt. D— B— viſited me; 
we had ſweet fellowſbip in converſing on divine 


things. 


zd. Rode with him part of the way in his 


journey; unboſom'd our minds to each other; I 
told him ſome particular intercourſes of God 
with my ſoul, and acquainted him with my out- 
ward burdens and ſupport, He told me, he be- 
liev'd God wou'd ftrip me to cloath me better, 
Deareſt Lord God, ever give me an intereſt in 
the affections and prayers of thy ſaints. But, O 
my Jeſus, ten thouſand times rather let me ſhare 
in thy love, and interceſſion with thy Father. O 
let my worthleſs wretched ſoul find a place in 
thy heart, an aſylum to fly to in diſtreſs, for my 
ſoul can find no reſt for the ſole of her foot, 
but in thee, my life, my ſtrength, my God, my 
glory; and deareſt Redeemer, let the affectionate 
requeſt of thy ſaints for me be rewarded with the 
abundant bleſſings of thy love! O pity thy per- 
ſecuted ſaints eſpecially. Let the right arm of 
thy power engage for them. O ſave, protect, com- 
fort and ſtrengthen them | O gather in thy diſ- 
perſed ſheep, feed them in green paſtures, and 
make them fat and flouriſhing, and joyful in thee } 
O make thy ſaints to flouriſh on earth, and con- 

found the devices of the wicked for ever 
6th. Went out to morning prayer; add 
Rowe on gratitude for converſion; my foul was 
fll'd with thankfulneſs for its ſalvation, and all 
my powers were engaged in adoring my God 
Jehovah 


— — 5 
— 
— — — 


> — 4 al. at. "6 E — 
— — 
” r — 


— 


\ 


LT 


J 115 I 
Fehovah, all the ſacred Three, one God, for their 
various offices of love in the great work of my 
redemption and ſalvation. O glorious harmony 
of love! truly God is love, perfect love, this is 
his darliag attribute; he delights to be known by: 
the name of the Lord God, gracious and merciful, 
ftw to anger, and of great kindneſs, ſhiwing mercy 
to th:uſard, of them that love bim, and paſſing by 
the iniquitics of his perfple. *Tis he, my foul, 
that forgiveth all thy iniquities, healeth all thy dif- 
eaſes, and crowneth thee with loving-kindneſs and 
tender mercies. My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in 
the Lord, and declare his loving-kindneſs to the 
children of men; the righteous ſhall hear and. 
be glad, and ſinners ſhall conſider and- fear, and 
turn unto the Lord, and reſt themſelves in his 
ſalvation. Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul, and affiſt 
me, ye his angels, to bleſs and praiſe his holy 
name for ever and ever. 
7th. Awoke early, with my. deſires cleaving to 
the Lord ; went out to meditate and pray; read 
Mrs. Rowe on the evidences of ſincere love of 
God; her language and evidences exaQly agreed 
with the language and evidences of my own foul 
my God was precious indeed, and my time was a 
time of love; my ſoul reſted in my God as its 
bfe, its joy, its reſt, its glory, and its all in all, 
xs. portion in time, and to eternity. And; bleſ: 
fed be the rock of my ſtrength, and the horn of 
wy. falvation ; for what fſhajl I lack, fince I have 
* : immen- 
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immenſity beſore me; or of what ſhall I be afraid, 
having infinite wiſdom, and omnipotent power 
engaged forme? Can God want means to ſecure, 
or ſtrength to prote and ſave me? Or can he, 
that has drawn me out of darkneſs and the 
bondage of Satan, and repleniſh'd my foul with 
the light of his favour and the privileges of his 
children, that has waſhed me in his blood, and 
purified my heart from dead works, by his ſpirit, 
can he that has created this vehement defire for the 
enjoyment of him, and cauſed me to reſt as it 
were in his boſom, and feaſt on his hidden ſweet» 
neſs, or ſhall he that is perfect in love and truth, 
who keepeth covenant to a thouſand generations, 
ſhall he forget and forſake me? why then did he 
remember me when I lay in my blood, under 
the bondage of Satan? Surely he that hath v.ſited 
and drawn thee, and manifeſted his glory in thee, 
and the joys of his falvation, will never leave 
thee nor forſake thee? No, ſurely he will not 
alter the thing that is gone out of his mouth, 
nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail, O that my 
life could be a continual ſacrifice of love to the 
Lord | O that I could diffuſe a ſavour of his name 
into the hearts of all that come near me; that 1 
might ſhew that he is a God juſt, wiſe, and true, 
holy and gracious. 

$th, Went out to ſecret prayer; read Mrs- 
Rowe's devout rapture; it was bleſt to my ſoul : 
bleſſed be my God that condeſcended to ſatisfy my 


* ſpirit with a glorious ſenſation of his good- 
neſs. 
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neſs. O when, dear Lord, (Hall the holy ardour 
be perpetual, ſo as never to ſuffer an intermiffion ? 
O pity and pardon- the imperfections and failings 
of the ſoul that longs to have no will but thine ! 
O perfet thine image in me, O letme glorify 
thee in life, and let thy holy will be done in me, 
and by me! Great God, ſoeak light and life thro' 
my ſoul ; thou haſt created it, make it holy, O my 
God. O ſtamp thine image on it, that thou 
mayſt delight in it, and glorify it with thy pre- 
ſence. This day I devoted my ſelf once more 


to the Lord for ever; he is witneſs, and his 


angels are witneſſes of the ſolemn tranſaQion, 
T have here entred it as a memorial to my ſoul before 
the Lord: I covenant not for worldly wealth, or 


the delights thereof, but for union and ſonſhip 
with him, to be inſpired with wiſdom and every 
neceſſary grace, Order my life aud all my af- 


tairs in it conſiſtent with thy will, O my God, that 
thou mayſt be glorified in my, foul and body, 
and in all the benefits that thou ſhalt be pleaſed 


to favour me with, both of a ſpiritual and tempo- 
ral nature. What more ſhall I ſay, deareſt Fa- 
ther in Chriſt? my Lord, pardon the imperfection 


of this ſurrender, aud accept and ratify this con- 


tract thro' thy 'firſt-born ſon, O hear me for 


his ſake, I am ever thine |! 


H. B. 
15th. Sabbath morning aroſe early; anxious 
for a ſuitable ſrame of mind to keep the day holy; oy 
Went 


Cl 
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went out to ſecret prayer; read DoAor att; on 
Chriſt dwells in heaven, but viſits on earth. 


He has engroſs'd my warmeſt love, 
No earthly charms my ſoul can move; 
I have a manſion in his heart 

Nor death, nor hell can make us part. 


My foul aſcended in love and thankfulneſs ; 
my eyes ſtream'd with a ſenſe of my unworthi- 
neſs, and the Lord was precious to my ſoul in- 
dced! All my powers were overcome with his 
goodneſs and mercy; my ſoul thirſted for per- 
fection in holineſs, and ſtrength to do the will of 
my God as I ought. O who wou'd not ſerve 
thee, thou king of ſaints? who wou'd not 
delight to bleſs thy name, thou Lord of heaven and 
glory of angels? thou art the ſtrength of my heart, 
the joy of my ſoul, my God, my g'ory. O how 
ſhall I magnify thy holy name, and ſhew forth 
thy praiſes, O my holy Lord God, I am un- 
worthy to wait at thy feet, or me tion thy tre- 
mendous name. O pardon my ſinfulneſs, and ac- 
cept the ardent defires that thou haſt breath d 
into my ſoul, and behold not the iniquities of 
thy ſervant, but pardon them and aſſiſt me to 
cleave to thee for ever, for thou only art the life 
of my joy, the centre of my ſoul. O what 
ſhall I ſay, my ſoul longs for thee, for thee, my 
God. O when ſhall I behold thee as thou arts 
and be filled wi:h thy fulneſs for ever! | 

224, At Mr. 7— S— ſabbath morning; the 

Lord 


— 
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Lord viſited my ſoul with the refreſhments of 
his grace, and fill'd it with thankfulneſs and joy; 
truly he is found of all that ſeek him in ſince- 
rity, and delights to manifeſt his love to the ſoul 
that thirſts for his preſence. 

27th, In the morning before day at home on 
my bed awoke, and the Spirit of the Lord was 
preſent with me. O bleſſed be God, who is be- 
come my God in covenant; ſurely he heard my 
prayer, and has given me the defires of my ſoul, 
I begg'd of him wiſdom in the days of my youth, 
and in old age he hath ſatisfied me with the 
knowledge of his love, with a certain confidence 
of his favour. He hath cauſed his goodnels to 
paſs before me, and filled all my ſoul with the 
joys of his ſalvation ; he hath given me perfect 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, his Son is 
become my redeemer, and by his blood of a- 
tonement hath he ranſomed my ſoul, and purchas'd 
for me pardon, peace, and glory, and convey'd 
and ſeal'd them by the Holy Ghoſt, and my fe- 
licity is ſecured by his veracity for ever. Tho' 
I change, he is my God and cannot change; bleſ- 
ſed and for ever bleſſed be the rock of my ſtrength ; 
my ſoul ſhall glory in his grace, and triumph 
in the conqueſt of my Redeemer for ever and ever. 
Iwill ſpeak of thy goodneſs, O Lord, and declare 
thy ſalvation to the children of men. I awoke 
my partner to tell her the goodneſs of the Lord, 
and to excite her to a conſtant perſeverance in 

in ſeeking his favour. | 


Auguft 


SE 

Auguſt 5th. Mr. $S—— preach'd two ſermons in 
our meeting-houſe with much life 2nd power, on 
Rem v. 6. Bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be the God 
of our ſalvation, who ſends his ſervants to viſit 
and invite us to his love, My ſoul did magnify 
the Lord for his goodneſs and mercy, and a 
thankful ſenſe of his great love did overcome all 
my powers; and bleſſed be the God of my ſal- 
vation for his ſabbath-morning-viſits, ſo frequently 
repeated, to prepare me for the duties of the day. 
My deareſt God in Chriſt Jeſus, be thou ever 
preſent with me but eſpecially on the days of 
thy conſecrated reſt, 

7th. Awoke early, aroſe and went to ſecret 
prayer; the Spirit of the Lord came upon me, 
and fill'd me with joys of his favour. Truly God 
is good to [jra:l; bleſſed are they, O Loid, 
whom thou chooſeſt and cauſeſt to approach unto 
thee. This was the bleſſing and joy of all the patri- 
arch's and prophets, the glory of thy apoſtles and 
martyrs ;z this is the felicity of ſaints and angels 
above; and this is my bleſſing, my glory, and 
the chief felicity of my ſoul, and this I receive 
thro' my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thro' faith in his 
blood, and the merits of his righteouſneſs and 
mediation z and here only is the ſtrength of my 
hope, my joy, the baſis of my ſalvation, Awake 
my tongue, my glory, and ſing aloud of his right- 
eouſneſs and truth, proclaim abroad the glory of 
his love, the power of his grace, and extol the 
greatneſs of his ſalvation. 
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A teſtimonial to the excellent character 
of Mrs. MARY HuTsoN by two 
miniſters of her acquaintance. 


FH E perſon that is the ſubjeft of the following 

ſheets, ſo deſervedly had the gſteem of the large 
ſphere of her acquaintance, as to make ſome little 
memoirs of her exemplary life and triumphant end 
very deſirable, which would have appeared ſooner, 
bad there been opportunity, from the preſs. She was 
one of ſuch ſuperior excellency, and her memory is ſo 
dear to many, that the publication of the following 
ſheets needs no apology, ner her character any teſti- 
many to ſupport er reccommend it, wherever ſhe was 
luwn. But as tis likely this little piece may reach 
lend the limits of her particular acquaintance, the 
ſubſcribers efleem it an honour and pleaſure thus fub- 
licily to own the friendſhip which they enjoyed with 
this excellent woman, and therebyto witneſs that the 
jallaving pages contain but a few ſmall features of 
the amiable original, 

Tre comfortable end of any chriſtian's journey 
may prove an encouragement and ſpur to thoſe that 
are till running the ſame race. As the life of our 
deceaſed friend was a life of holineſs, in which, 
during no inconſiderable, but, alaſs ! too ſhart a ſpace 
of time, ſhe ſuſtain'd the character of a ſincere chriſ- 
tian, an affeftimate wife, a tender. mother, and 
condeſcending miſtreſs in a very uncommon degrees 
we hope our ſurviving friends will be animated in 
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their chriſtian courſe by her ſhining example ; and 
the more ſo, as they cannot but fill have in remem. 
lrance her uncommon qualification, and turn far re- 
ligious converſation, and her genuine unaffefied non- 


conformity to this world, fince ſhe had taſted ſome- 
thing higher. 

To give her character is neither our defign, nor 
within our abilities, unleſs we are allowed to apply, 


Prov. xxxi. 29. Many daughters have done vir- 
tuouſly, but thou excelleſt them all. 


J. J. ZuBLy, late minifler of the goſpel in 
South-Carolina, now in Georgia, 


Charler-Town,} J. EnmonDs, miniſter of the 
Jan. 31 2759. Goſpel in Charles - Town. 
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Mrs. MARY HuTSoON. 


7 NUARY 24. 1756, being Friday before 
our ſacramental ſabbath, I fet the day ap rt 
for prayer, meditation, and ſelf- examination; 
and hope that I met with God of a truth. His 
fivour is life, Oh! that he would ever dwell 
with me here, or take me to himſelf above ! Come, 
oh ! come, Lord Jefus! come quickly. Earth is 
a tireſome place without thee ; thou art my life, 
my peace, my joy, my all in all. 

Fan. 4th. This being the Lord's-day, aftes 
partaking of the Lord's ſupper, at night, as I lay 
awake, I was enabled to lift up my heart to 
God; and think I could ſay with David, my heart 
was fixed, and I truſt-I was truly in ſome mea- 
ſure in the fpirit on this bleſſed night never to be 
forgotten : Oh ! what ſweet communion with God 
had I for an hour I believe, and how freely could 1 

| pour 


1 


pour out my complaints to him. Oh! amazing 


condeſcention, that the great and eternal God 


ſhould humble. himſelf ſo as to dwell with ſuch. 


poor creeping worms ! nay more, he humbled 
himſelf for us to the duſt, and into the duſt. O 
may I never forget his dying, living lovg ! Help 
me Lord, to watch and pray this day that I en- 


ter not into temptation ! 
21/1, Laſt night I was enabled to pour out my 


ſoul ſweetly in prayer to my dear Redeemer 
and again I this morning was enabled to caſt my 
ſelf at his feet, with an humble and childlike 
confidence, I was enabled to wreſtle hard for 
freſh ſupplies of grace. How did I long and pant 
after holineſs, whilſt ſin appeared exceeding ſinful 
indeed to me. How were the deſires of my ſoul 
enlarged, whilſt my Lord filled me with. peace 
and joy in beheving ; and I ſeemed to have ſome 
kind of fellowſhip with the bleſſed angels, and 
longed much to be with them, and my dear fellow 


ſervants that are gone before me. And again this 


night I bad ſweet enlargement in ſecret prayer, 
Why me, Lord, why me? And what ſhall I ren- 
der unto thee, for theſe amazing mercies! 

Fan. 2d. 1757. I hope I have begun the new year 
with my God. Yeſterday heard a ſermon on the im- 
portance of time, from Eph. v. 16. Heard another 
to day on the ſame ſubject. It being the Lord's- 
day, may I be enabled to catch the precious mo- 
ments as they fly, and improve them all for my 
God. May 1 get, and ſtrive to keep nearer to my 

God 
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God than ever, redeeming the time, becauſe the 
days are indeed evil both as to fins and ſufferings. 
Erripe all in a flame! America has bled, and is 
threatned with further deſolation. Methinks I ſee 
my Lord beckoning, as it were, to his dear chil- 
dren to come to the ſecret chambers *till the in- 
dignation be over-paſt. Lord help me in ! Bleſ- 
ſed be thy narfte I have been much ſtrengthened 
and comforted in ſecret prayer of late. . 

7th. The return of our monthly day of prayer 
and humiliation, appointed and obſerved by ſeveral 
of our congregations, in which we bave been 
call'd upon by our miniſters, to humble ourſelves. 
before God, for our own, family, provincial, and 
national fins. I pray God theſe monthly faſts 
may be bleſſed to many ſouls, my own in particu- 
lar. May we humble ourſelves under his mighty 
hand, and who knows but he may repent, and 
return, and leave a blefling behind? I am con- 
hdent of this, that he will be an hiding-place 
to all his dear people, that put their truſt in 
him. | | | 

34. Being ſacrament-week, and reading Mr. 
Allen's letters, on the worth of holineſs and re- 
joicing in Chriſt, I was carried out much in earneſt 
deſires after the enjoyment of Chriſt, and to have 
holineſs wrought in my heart. And tho” but a 
poor weak wretch,, I was enabled to plead ſe- 
cretly and earneftly with the holy one of [frach 
that, as my ſanctification was agreeable to his wills 


for Chriſt's ſake he would ſtamp holineſs on my 
ſoul 
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foul, Oh! that I may abide in Chriſt, and that 
his bleſſed words may ever abide in me! May! 
meditate in them day and night, and may they be 
fweeter to me than honey or the honey-comb, 
more precious than the choiceſt gold, and then 
Jam ſure, whatever I aſk, agreeable to his will, 
it ſhall be done unto. me. Jobn, xv. 7. | 

4th. This being our day of prayer, and like- 
wiſe the Friday before our ſacrament, I roſe a 
little earlier than ordinary, and ſo got more time 
in ſecret, and I truſt I did not ſeek the Lord in 
vain. O who is a God like unto. our God ? Ahbun- 
dant in goodneſs and merey, paſting by iniquity, 
tranſgreſſion and fin, and forgiving his people, 
not only ſeventy times ſeven, but ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand, And ſhall I ſtill offend his 
holy majeſty? When, Lord! ſhall I ceaſe; from 
ſinning againſt thee, and glorify thee pexfeRly ? 
Haſten the time, O my God! Come Lord Jeſus! 
come quickly. The ſpirit and the. bride fay 
come, &c. and as I bumbly hope, I not only 
hear, but thirſt, let me humbly intreat thee 
once more to come quickly, I am weary, of 
living here, in this dry and baren land, where | 
do nothing but fin againſt my, God, O ! give 
thy poor weak child new ſtrength, and freſh ſup 
plies of grace, that I may run with patience the 
race ſet before me! May I ſoon fulfil as an 
hireling my day, that I may be taken home. to 
my father's houſe, where my Lord is long, 1 

are 
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before to prepare a place for me] When wilt thou 
come and take me to thy ſelf to behold thy glory ? 

20th. This being the Lord's-day, in the morn- 
ing I heard an excellent expoſition of the 14, 
15, 16, 17, and r8th verſes of the viii. chapter 
of Romans, My heart was glad at the very nam- 
ing of the chapter. And how did it grow warm 
at the hearing of thoſe ſweet verſes read ! and 
how did it kindle afreſh again and again, at the 
opening of them! in particular, at the thoughts 
of our being the ſons and daughters of God? 1 
could not help crying to my ſelf, why me ? Lord ! 
why me? Such a wretch as I am, to be a daughter 
of God! I was alſo particularly affected with the 
privilege of the ſpirit's witneſſing with our ſpirits 
that we are the children - of God, and hope that 
| received a freſh ſealing of the holy ſpirit, for 
it did indeed ſweetly witneſs with my ſpirit, that 
I was a child of God, and I was enabled to 
cry Abba Father! And when the preacher ſpoke 
upon the 17th verſe, and if children then heirs, &c. 
Oh! how was my heart at once melted down at 
the ſenſe of my own unworthineſs, and lifted up 
in admiring the amazing condeſcenſion of God 
to ſuch poor worms. Great is thought the ho- 
nour of being heir to a temporal crown, but 
what is this in compariſon with being an heir of 
God ! and, as if this was not enough, to be made 
joint-heirs with Chriſt | Why, my heart, art thou 
not quite loſt in wonder and ſurprize at ſuch con- 
deſcention ? But thus runs the royal charter —if 


Ko 


three o'clock, in a fweet frame. 1 ſung ſeveral 
* ſweet hymns *till my heart was in heaven. I was 
enabled to pour out my ſoul in prayer to the Lord 
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fo be that we ſuffer with him that we may be alh 
glorified together — together with whom? ſaints? 
ah ! but this is not enough— with angels? even 
this is not enough for thoſe whom the king of 
kings delighteth to honour ; but they muſt needs 
be glorified together with Chriſt. But ſtay, there 
is another cordial, that my Lord, I truſt, has te. 


freſhed and ſtrengthened me with this bleſſed. day, 


viz. the 18th verſe, fir 1 reckon that the ſuffering; 
of this preſent time are net worthy to be. compared 
with that gl:ry that ſhall be revealed in us —-not to 
us, but in us O ſweet words! the ſaints ſhall 
enter into glory, and glory into them. Then ſt al 
they be ever with the Lord, and he will give them 
that glory that the father gave him. Then they 
ſhall be admitted to the beatific viſion. The n they 
ſhall ſee the king in his beauty; in all the glory 
which his father hath given him, for this is the 
will ef Chriſt, and this is the will of God, that 
ſhall be done in and upon all his children at the 


great day. And have I, is it poſhble that I ſhould 


have this hope in me? Grant, Lord, for [Chriſt's 
ſake, that I may be enabled to purify my ſelf as 
thou art pure! Help me to watch and pray that 
TI may not enter into temptation ! O] that I may 


de enabled from hence forward to walk OL 
with my God! © © ; ai 


22d. T awoke this morning, butions tio and 
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in holy deſires, and longing to be diſſolved and to 
be with Chriſt, How freely could I have left this 
earthly tabernacle, and all my creature-comforts 
that moment, to have joined the general aſſembly, 
and church of the firſt - born, the innumerable 
company of angels, and ſpirits of juſt, men made 
perfect. My ſoul being ſprinkled. with the blood 
of the new covenant, how did I long to be with 
Jeſus the mediator of it; to behold the king in 
his beauty; to ſee my Lord face to face, and to 
be ever with him. , But I muſt come back and 
ſtay my father's time. I ſuppoſe I have more woik 
before me both of duty and ſuffering. And O 
my Lord, if thou wilt not yet take me out of the 
world, L pray thee keep me from the evil of it, 
and be my guide thro' the wilderneſs, This God 
is my God for ever, and ever, Pſalm xIviii. 14. 
and I truſt he will be my guide even unto death. 
Help me to watch and pray this day, that I may 
not enter into temptation ! 

March 6th. Being Lord's day, heard an ex- 
cellent ſermon on the words, F ary man ſerve me 
lt him follow me, &c. John xii. 26. Bleſſed be 
God, my heart was in ſome meaſure fix d; and 
upon comparing my own experience-with the duty 
of ſervants, and how they ought to follow Chriſt, 
was enabled to conclude, that I was indeed his 
ſervant, and was endeavouring to follow him in 
the way, tho' I fall ſhort in many things, and am 
but an unworthy ſervant, for which I defire to be 
humbled. And yet, unworthy as I am, my gool 

N maſter 


| [ 134 ] 

maſter paſled by all my innumerable tranſgreſſions 
and ſhort comings, and enabled me, with x 
lively faith, to lay hold on the promiſes, and take 


great comfort to myſelf ; eſpecially by the repeti- 
tion of thoſe words in a powerful manner, ho is 


on the Lord's fide? wha? I could ſcarcely forbear 
crying out, I am: and could not help often re- 
peating to myſelf thoſe Words, why me, Lord? 
why me? Why was I ſweetly compelled to come 
in while ſo many thouſands are ſuffered to follow 
their own perverſe will, and to continue in the 
road to ruin? Lord Jeſus ! I pray thee to cloath 
me with humility, and make me thankful. May 
I be more diligent and fruitful in every good word 

and work, than I have been in times paſt! 
27th. This morning, when I awoke, I was in 
ſuch adead and ſtupid frame, that it reminded me of 
Mr. Faves wings, which would have mounted 
upwards, but were depreſſed with leaden weights, 
In ſecret prayer I was but in an indifferent frame, 
as alſo in family prayer. But when I ſat down in 
the houſe of God, a ſenſe of his awful preſence 
there ſtruck me with fear and reverence ; I found 
myſelf compos'd by degrees and my heart fixed, 
tho', to my ſhame, I confeſs it, I had too many 
wandering thoughts in praying and finging. Never- 
theleſs my merciful high-prieſt paſſed by all, and 
gave me 2 feaſt of fat things. No ſooner was 
the text named, 1/aiah iii. 10. but I began to 
reliſh the word, and fed on it ſweetly throughout 
the ſermon, which was found, ſcriptural, and de. 
| livere, 
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livered with life and power. How ſweetly did the 
miniſter dwell on thoſe words, It ſhall be well with 
the righteous, He dwelt alſo ſweetly on the great 
and precious promiſes of the goſpel, and methought 
I could lay hold on them all. Why me, Lord ? 
why have I this glorious hope in me? 

April t. This being both our day of prayer, 
and the Friday before our ſacrament, I intend, 
God willing, to keep it as a day of humiliation» 
But O ! the goodneſs of my God ! notwithſtand- 
ing all my deadneſs and diſtractions the beginning 
of the week, he has viſited me already this morn- 
ing and turned my faſting into a feaſt. As I was 
looking into Joel for ſuitable helps for a faſt- day, 
I caſt my eyes on the laſt chapter of Zea, from 
the 4th verſe throughout the chapter. How pre- 
cious did theſe promiſes and all the promiſes of 
the bible appear to me! I ſeemed enabled to lay 
hold on them all. I opened the bible and laid 
it to my heart, with thoſe words, (which I have 
often uſed at ſchool without thought) dy book and 
heart ſhall never part. I then fell on my knees, 
vowed myſelf the Lord's, and dedicated myſelf 
afreſh to him, to be his in that everlaſting covenant 
ordered in all things and fure. How ſweet did 
that word appear to me? I have lived thee with 
an everlaſting live. And again, The eternal God is 
thy refuge, and underneath are the everlaſting arms. 
How was my heart melted down with a ſenſe of 
God's amazing goodneſs to ſuch a poor ungrateful 
wretch as I am; that I ſhould have faith to cry 
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out, My Lord and my God! and lay hold of all 
thoſe exceeding great and precious promiſes, O 
Lord! J pray thee, for Chriſt's ſake, be with me 
in all the Cuties of the day, May the ſun-ſhine of 
thy all-powerful grace melt my frozen heart this 
morning into penitential tears of ſorrow, that 1 
ſhould ever forget, or ſin againſt ſuch a God. I 
Pray thee to be with thy two ſervants that are to 
ipeak to us to day. 

34. This morning, (it being our ſacramental- 
fabbath) 1 was thinking of the duties of the day, 
and had that text brought to me, a garden incleſed 
is my ſiſter my ſpouſe ; a ſpring ſhut up; a foun- 
tain ſealed. I was much ſtrengthened and com- 
forted in ſecret prayer, and, I fear, was a little 
lifted up with it. Afterwards I had that text 
impreſ,!?d upon my mind, be ye cloathed with bu- 
mility. I went to public worſhip and heard a 
tweet ſermon on Cant, ii. 3. I fat down under 
bis ſhadow with great delight, &c. O how did 
my Lord make me to reſt under his ſhadow, and 
how ſweet indeed was his food to my taſte! 
Likewiſe at the table I was very comfortably re- 
freſhed, and I truſt I can ſay, he brought me into is 
hanguetting-houſe, and his banner over me was love, 
O what a maſter do I ſerve ! Nail me, my deareſt 
Lord, to the door-poſt of thy houſe, and bind- me 
to the horns of the altar, for thy ſervice 1s per- 


fet freedom, *tis ſweet liberty. 
10th. I awoke with thoſe words, Duſt thou 


art, and to duſt thou ſhalt return, which gave me 
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no concern, but, bleſſed be God, much comſort. 
Two or three mornings ago, I awoke with thoſe 
words in my mind, ſet thy houſe in order, &c. Iſaiah 
xxxviii. 1. and though I am yet alive and well, 
perhaps I may not have long to live. But thanks, 
everlaſting thanks to my God, I truſt the ſting 
of death is taken out by Chrift, my Redeemer (by 
whom, and thro' whom J have acceſs to the Father) 
and that thro' him, I ſhall have vidtory over the 
king of terrors. O how ſhall I praiſe my God 
enough for his diſtinguiſhing goodneſs to me ! This 
morning I have had ſweet communion with him in 
reading the word, ſecret prayer, and reading Mrs. 
Rowe's heart exerciſes and meditation. Since the 
morning my will has been croſs d, which has 
ſhewn me- a good deal of the corruption of my 
heart; and I now think the ſcripture that was 
brought to me this morning, was to teach me hu- 
mility ; for ſhall duſt be proud! Lord, cloath me 
with humility ! | 

19th. In ſecret prayer, I truſt, I had commu- 
nion with God. I had ſuch a deep ſenſe of in- 
dwelling fin, and of the burden of my own cor- 
tions, and of the perfect liberty of thoſe in 
glory, that my heart ſeemed to break with the 
longing it had to be diſſolved, that I might be with 
Chriſt ; and I hope I may ſay, through the riches 
ot free grace, that my fellowſhip was with the 
Father, and with his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. In ſuch a 
frame, the world ſeems to me to be an enemy's 


country, and my own body an infected nauſeous 
priſon, 


Ky : 24th. 
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24th, After a comfortable time in prayer, ſhe 
writes thus, O that I may be in the Spirit all 
this bleſſed day! but O my treacherous heart ! I 
am afraid to go out of my chamber, I am afraid 
of my children, my ſervants ; every object my 
eye ſees; every noiſe I hear; leſt they ſhould draw 
me from my God. But thou, O King of kings 
thou can'ſt eaſily command the peace. Bid every 
tumultuous thought be gone; every earthly care 
ceaſe, Draw my affections after Thee] Bid my 
whole heart be fixed, and it ſhall all be done as 
thou wouldſt have it.” | | 

26th. In meditation and ſecret prayer this morn- 
ing I had, I truſt, ſweet communion with God. 
J had fuch earneſt longings to be diſſolved and to be 
with Chrift, and the glorious company above, 
and ſuch deſires after perfect holineſs, and con- 
formity to Chriſt, that I hope I ſhan't be kept 
long from my father's houſe. 
- May 29th. Awoke this morning in a very ſtupid 
frame. My Lord aroſe from the dead; O that I 
could now ariſe from fin ! I have lately been 
guilty of a fin of omiffion, which grieves me, and, 
I hope, humbles me in the duſt, O when ſhall 
I ceaſe from finning ! Never, whilſt in this taber- 
nacle of clay; never whilſt impriſoned in this in- 
reed body of death. Lord, when wilt thou 
ſend thy angel to open the priſon-doors and ſet 
my ſoul at liberty? Come, Lord Jefus, O come 
quickly | for I am here in AH enemies country, 
in a ſtate of baniſhment, far from my ſather's 


houſe, 
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houſe. But if I muſt ſtay longer here, Lord Jeſus 
keep me from the evil of this world! May I be 
as a ſtranger and pilgrim, leaning on my beloved, 
as I go thro' the wilderneſs of this world! and 
grant me, Lord, now and then a taſte of the 
good wine to refreſh my weary ſoul, leſt I faint 
by the way. And Oh! that thou wouldſt be 
with thy ſervant who is to ſpeak this morning ! may 
the word come with, power to the conviction of 
ſinners, and comforting and building up thy peo- 
ple in their moſt holy faith, Heard a very good 
ſermon this morning, on the ſealing of the ſpirit ; 
but, not being well, could not give that attention 
which I ought; but yet (bleſſed be my God for 
free grace) was enabled to conclude, that I had 
been ſealed to the day of redemption (which was 
the text) and if the Lord permits us to go up to 
his houſe this afernoon, O] that he may be with 
his miniſtring ſervant who is to ſpeak to us. Par- 
don thy poor wezk child, O Lord! I beſeech thee ; 
pardon what thy holy eyes have ſeen amiſs in me 
this day; for alas! I am but dead and ſtupid, and 
do not attend on the duties of the day with that 
alacrity and chearfulneſs that I ought. When ſhall 
] keep holy the ſabbath-day ! 

Fune 10th, This being a day appointed by the 


government for a folemn and public faſt, I cannot 
but cry to God, that he would humble us under 


his mighty hand. The ſword of war is drawn 
and hangs over our guilty heads; both in England 
and America. Thy judgments, O Lord! are a- 
broad, but we have not, as yet, learned righteouſ- 

| neſs; 
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neſs. In general, we ſeem ſtupid and hardened. 
May we this day, like the Ninevites, not only 
faſt from food, but cry mightily to the Lord, that 
he wou'd avert the judgments that we deſerve (for 
ſhould we even be given up to our enemies we 
muſt ſay, Thou O Lord, art juſt, and all that thou 
haſt brought upon us) and may we turn every one of 
us from our evil ways! For thus faith the Lo d, 
Turn ye, even unto me, with faſting and with weeping z 
and with mourning. And rent your hearts, and not 
your garments, and turn unto the Lord ycur God, and 


if what follows don't melt our rocky hearts, ſurely 
they are harder than the nether milſtone ; For he 1s 


gracious and merciful, &c, O that my heart may 
this day be broken for fin, and may Chriſt the great 
phyſician bind it up! Laſt night I heard a good 
ſermon on the duty and nature of faſting, I am now 
going to public worſhip, Lord be with thy mi- 
niſtering ſervant, and us the hearers! May my 
heart be fixed, O God lam juſt returned from 
hearing a good ſermon on P/a'/m lxv. 2. O thou 
that heareft fraycr ! Bleſſed be God, I was pretty 
atientive ; but did not feel that brokenneſs of heart 
for my own fins, and the fins of the land, which 
I could have wiſh'd for, and which was ſuitable to 
the day and times, Oh! that I had but ſuch a 
heart - affecting ſenſe of my own ſins, and the ſine 
of the nation, as Daniel had when he humbled 
himſelf before his God with prayer, ſupplication 
and ſaſting. Well! Daniel's God is my God, and 
he can give me ſuch a ſpitit, O Lord, I pray 
thee 
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thee, for Chriſt's ſake, pardon my ſtupidity, and pour 
out upon me, thy poor child, a ſpirit of prayer 
and ſupplication; and likewiſe on the inhabitants 
of this province of every rank and degree | 

26th, Sabbath-morning. Had a comfortable time 
in meditation; I now hope to go up to the houſe 
of God. O that Chriſt may be in the midſt of us: 
that he would walk amidſt his golden candleſticks 
this day ! He holds the ſtars in his hands. May 
this ſun of righteouſneſs ſhine upon them this day; 
and may they reflect abundance of life and heat 
on the hearts of us the hearers! O that we may be 
in the ſpirit on the Lord's day ! Be ſhut my eyes, 
be deaf my ears, to every thing but my maſter's 
voice; and be ſealed: my lips, to every thing but 
the praiſes of my God: But to him may I be all 
eye, to ſee his glory; all ear to hear what God the 
Lord will ſay to this poor duſt this day; and all 
tongue to praiſe him for his mercies! O my God! 
I pray thee to keep my heart for me this day, for 
I am ſo helpleſs, and mine enemies ſo ſtrong, that 


I cannot keep it myſelf, Help, Lord, for I begin 


to flag already ! —— I am juſt returned from the 
houſe of God. I heard an excellent ſermon on 
thoſe words, Bleed are all they that put their truſt 
in him. Pal, ii. 12. Bleſſed be my God, I felt it, 
and was ſed this day with the bread of life. O! 
the bleſſedneſs of thoſe that have an intereſt in 
Ehriſt.! how clearly was it made out this day 
But. alas.! what am I? Being riow returned from 
public warſhip, this afternoon I am as flupid and 
dead as if I had no grace atall. O ws EY 
heart 
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heait ! when will it ceaſe from wandering ? I ſear 
never in this world, which makes me long to be 
at home in my father's houſe, to go no more 
out, but be ever with the Lord. There the weary 
are at reft, and our wicked hearts ceaſe from troub- 
ling us. Come, Lord Jeſus ! come quickly ! Tis true 
J am not fit to die; but thou art made unto me 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and canſt 
compleat the work of holineſs in me in a moment. 
 31/. Aroſe this morning very ſtupid ; lay awake 
fome time before I recollected it was the ſabbath ! 
and afterwards my heart was not ſuitably affected, 
and I was but , poorly in prayer: but ſince, 
in reading Mrs. Rowe's exerciſes of the heart 
(blefled be God) I have got a little life, and have 
been led out with longing deſires to be diſſolved, 
that I might be with Chriſt, As in the morning 
I ſeem'd like a ſnail creeping with my houſe on 
my back, ſo it made me long the more to get rid 
of this cumberſome fleſh, O, methought I, when 
ſhall theſe chains of fin be knocked off! when 
will the priſon-doors of this fleſh be opened, that 
my foul may eſcape like a bird out of its ſnare, 
and fly away, and be at reſt | I am now go- 
ing to cleanſe the body, that I may appear 
decently in the houſe of God: O that Jeſus 
would cleanſe my ſoul ; and grant, Lord, thatmy 
heart may be fixed this day. May I be in the 
ſpicit on the Lord's day, and O Jeſus! be with 
thy ſervant that is to ſpeak to us this morning! 
Heard a very good ſermon on the life of faith. 


Gal. ii. 20. Bleſſed be the Lord I felt it, and was 
"oh | much 
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much better than I expected. Help me Lord to 
live a life of faith! Heard à good ſermon this 
afternoon on thoſe words in the P/alms, I will ſa- 
tisfy her poor with bread, Tho', to my ſhame, 1 
confeſs I ſeemed to have loſt my appetite to the 
bread of life, and did not reliſh it as I have ſomes» 


times done, yet Lord I pray thee grant it may 


nouriſh my ſoul to eternal life ! 
September 10th. Another ſabbath gone, and I am 


afraid loſt to me! O how little have I improved 
it! but cold and indifferent in ſecret prayer in the 
morning, a little better in family prayer, but 
worſt of all when when it ſhould be the beſt; I 
mean in the houſe of God. I was dead in time 
of prayer, and troubled with diſtracting thoughts 
all the day, Heard two good ſermons on 7/ai. lv, 5. 
But oh! what am TI the better for them? Lord 
pardon, for Chriſt's ſake, the ſtupidity of this 
day. But, bleſſed be my God, that I have been en- 
abled this evening to pour out my complaints be- 
fore him: for when he frowns I cannot ſmile 3 
and when he ſeems diſpleaſed, nothing can give me 
joy. All my creature-comforts (and thanks to 
his name I have many) are as nothing to me; 
when my Lord hides his face. Well bleſſed be my 
my God that it is ſo. O may I never find = 

pineſs any where but in Chriſt ! 
18th, Heard an excellent ſermon to-day on the 
chriſtian armour. I pray thee, thou captain of 
ſalvation, gird it cloſe on me, and ſtand by me in 
the day of battle, for I am a poor weak coward ; 
eſpecially, I pray thee, help me to wield the 
ſhield of faith aright; and O go with me to 
, | thy 
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who is to ſpeak to us ! 

October 2d. Surely this was an high day with us; 
honourable on a double account, being the Lord's 
day, and the Lord's paſſover (the goſpel paſſover 
I mean) being celebrated. Being ſomething hurried 
the week paſt I was but in an indifferent frame, 
but was more compoſed than I expected under a 
good ſermon preached from Epheſians. iii. 19. I 
think I fed on the word, and found it ſweet to my 
taſte. I was compoſed, and my thoughts fixed at 
the table; and God dealt far better with me than 
I deſerved, tho' I had not ſuch a ſenſe. of my own 
unworthineſs, nor of the loye of Chriſt, as I long'd 
for, and have ſometimes had. In the afternoon 
I heard a good ſermon from John xiv. 21. But 


different frame ; yet Lord I pray thee, for Chriſt's 
ſake, grant the ward I have heard this day. may fink 
deep into my heart, ſo that I may bring forth bet- 
ter fruit for the future, than I have done yet. 

1615. Aroſe this morning not well in body. or 
ſoul, but I was drawn out much in ſecret prayer, 
in longing deſires after compleat victory over all 
my ſpiritual enemies; and had hopes full of immor- 
tality, Methought I longed to ſee the king in his 
beauty. I heard an excellent ſermon this morning 
on thoſe words, what man is he that liveth and fhal; 
not ſie death ? Pfalm Ixxxix. 48. Bleſſed be God, 
I felt it, and rejoiced in it, that the ſting of 
death is taken out by Chriſt, for I truſt he will be 
to me only as a rough meſſenger to carry me home 
to my ſather's houſe. LE. 


thine houſe this afternoon, and be with thy ſervant 


O to my grief and ſhame I confeſs I was in an in- 
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Dear Madam, 


Never heard of your late illneſs *till I was in- 

formed you was dying ; which I was much 
concerned and ſhocked at, eſteeming you one of 
the beſt friends J had in the world: but how did 
my heart overflow. with joy and gratitude, when I 
AC your kind Jetter (and the book from Mrs. 
) by which I not only had the pleaſure to 
7 you were on the recovery, but that your friend- 
ſhip for me was carried to the greateſt height. I 
wy ſince ſeen Mrs. T-—, who informs me, that 
when ſhe came to the houſe, you ſeemed in all 
appearance dying; and was perfectly reſigned; but 
particularly concerned about her and; myſelf, Oh ! 
dear madam, what have I done to merit ſo af- 
fectionate a concern from you? Nothing; but J 
have ſome ſmall hopes that it is the Lord's doing, 
who, through his infinite mercy, perhaps may 
make you an inſtrument of reforming © me. But, 
be the event as it will, doubtleſs your good inten- 


O tions 
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tions will meet with their proper reward. As for 
me, without divine aſſiſtance in a very extraordi. 
nary manner, I deſpair of coming up to any de. 
gree of holineſs; wherefore I beg, that as you 
have begun, you will continue your goodneſs in 
praying for me, and admoniſhing me; and that 
you will encourage me by letting me know, from 
time to time, the progreſs you make, and the joy 
you find in the holy life you have begun. You 
deſire my opinion of the book you ſent me: I 
confeſs when I firſt peruſed it, and juſt after it 
ſome of Mr. s letters, I thought them 
too ſtrict, but upon ſearching the - ſcriptures [ 
found them the very ſame. Oh ! my friend ! how 
have I been deceived? The ſcriptures ſeem as 
new to me, as if I had never-looked into them 
before. How different were my notions. of chriſ- 
tianity from the truth! That chriſtian humility ſo 
much recommended by our Saviour, I was, and 
am ſtill (though with remorſe I confeſs it) an ut- 
ter ſtranger to. This I find the hardeſt part of 
chriſtianity, *Tis pride, that great and dangerous 
fin, that ſticks cloſaſt to me. I cannot yet think 
of appearing mean and contemptible in the eyes 
of the world, &c. | 


LETTER I. 
March 31, 1744: 


4 pins dear Madam, 
Was unwilling to loſe ſo good an opportunity 


of writing you a few lines, ſince tis the 


only way we have of converſing wiſh « each other 
I at 


r 
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at a diſtance, But oh! it gives me much concern 
to think that ſhortly our diſtance will be greater 
ſill; and, poſſibly, then we ſhall never meet again 
in this world. But yet, my dear friend, let this 
de our comfort, that though abſent in body, I 
hope we ſhall be often preſent with, each other in 
ſpirit; and oh! let us always be earneſt for one 
another at the throne of grace! Surely I muſt 
forget myſelf, when I forget to pray for one that 
has been ſo dear and faithful a friend to me. In- 
deed, when I- reflect on the many ſweet hours 
we have had together, my heart is ready to burſt 
within me, to think there is probably now an end 
to them all, But, God's will muſt be done; and 
ſince 'tis bis bleſſed will that we muſt part here, 
let us pray earneſtly that we may not part for ever. 
O! that God would guide and keep us in the ways 
of everlaſting truth! May we be enabled to keep 
ſuch a watch over all our thoughts, words, and 
actions, that his holy fpirit may delight to dwell 
in us; and may we be enabled, at the ſame time, 
to come entirely out of ourſelves, and truſt only 


to Chriſt ſor our ſalvation! Indeed, my friend, 


your ſoul is exceeding: dear to me; and I truſt 


us precious in God's account. O! then ſhall I 
entreat you to be careful of it! Conſider how 


many temptations attend the grandeurs of this life. . 


And oh! for Chriſt's ſake, if you have any re- 
gard for your own happineſs here, as well as to 
all eternity (as I am ſure you have) do not throw 
yourſelf into greater (2d pen than your ſtation 

2 


neceſ- 
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neceffarify obliges you to; further than that you 
can expect no protection from heaven. Such my 
friend is my love to you, that I had rather never 60 
you, if I have hopes of your dear ſoul's proſperity 
than have you near me, and have that in danger, 
Perhaps I have been too free; but I beſeech you 
take it, as I think I intended it, in the pureſt friend- 
ſhip, and out of the moſt tenger regard. 1 am, 
dear madam, wiſhing you with the reſt of your 
family both ſpiritual and temporal happineſs, _ 

Tour alfectionate friend and Servant, 80. 


LETTEE©, 


Very dear Madan, 

T was with an unexpected pleaſure that J fe- 
1 ceived your kind letter by Mrs. P—— tho 
J was concerned to find that Your od diſorder 
has not left you, But is not this the language 
of that, and every other affliclion, that our reſt 
is not here? And yet, after all, we are apt to 
be too fond of the world; how much Worſe 
ſhould we be, if all things went as heart could 
wiſh ? Indeed I doubt not but hereafter we hall 
ſee (that is if we get to heaven) that our afflict ions, 
when ſanctified, were our greateſt mercies. Juſt 


as I was reading your important refleClions , on 
ſudden death, news was brought me of a melan- 
cholly inſtance of it in the death of a great man, 
which affected me much, and led me into man 
ſerious thoughts. O! how doth the grand le- 


veller (in the language of Mr. Hervey) pour con- 
tempt 
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tempt on all human grandeur ! How does he de- 
light, as it were, to bring down the -haughtineſs 


of man, and lay-his honours in the duſt ! Alas! 
what is man at his beſt eſtate, in his higheſt ho- 
nour, but vanity. Vanity of vanities, all is va- 
nity, faith the preacher, and don't we daily 
ſee the truth of this? And if, as you ob- 


ſerve, *tis terrible to be hurried into eternity 
without time to trim our lamps, how much more 


ſo muſt it be to have no oil in them? For we 
find, that the fooliſh virgins, as well as the wile, 
aroſe and trimmed their lamps, but they went” out 
becauſe they had no oil in them. Awful conſi- 
deration | ſurely then we cannot be too jealous 
over our own hearts; we cannot ſearch them too 
much; for I find, by experience, mine is deceit- 
ful and deſperately wicked; and then the conſe- 
quence of being deceived is ſo awful, that the 


very poflibility of it is ſhocking ! And yet how 


thoughtleſs are moſt with regard to eternity, 


though wiſe perhaps for this world! When a 


malefactor has been guilty of ſome capital crime, 
ſor which he is to appear before the judge to be 
tried for his life, how thoughtful is he generally 
on ſuch important occaſion ? Does he not, if it is 
in his power, fee the beſt lawyers? does he not 
ſtrive to get the ableſt advocates to plead for him, 
and with good reaſon, for his life is at ſtake ? 
nay, doth not every one act thus, if 'tis but to 
ſave a tract of land, or any ſmall part of his eſ- 
tate? But, O amazing ! the precious and immortal 
coul,. that is obnoxious to the divine juſtice, and 
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muſt ſhortly appear before the grand tribunal to 
be tried for life or death eternal, is by too, too 
many entirely negleQed ; without ſo much as one 
thought of ſecuring an intereſt in him, who is the 
only advocate with the father! O *tis good to 
have a friend in the court of heaven. Who would 
be without an intereſt in Chriſt for ten thouſand 
worlds? Miſtake me not, I deſign not theſe 
reflections for my dear- Mrs. no, I hope 
better things of her, but my thoughts running 
much this way, I have taken the liberty to com- 
municate them to you, knowing that you- have 
much patience, otherwiſe I am ſure you would be 
tired with this long epiſtle, ſo conclude with my 
belt reſpects to — and the family, 

Dear Madam, 

Yours, Sec. — 


LETTER N. | 
| 1752. 
| ND has my dear Mrs. — been again 
A in diſtreſs ? In ſuch extreme danger? Did 
the awful waves, commiſſioned by an almighty 
power, threaten to overwhelm her, and her dear 
little helpleſs babes with immediate death? O! 
what anguiſh muſt her dear ſoul have been in? 
my heart almoſt bleeds, even now, but to think 
of it! Did ſhe not cry to the Lord in her diſtreſs ? 
She did, and, oh amazing mercy ! that God, who 
is always more ready to hear than we are to aſk, 


Lind'y flew to her relief, and ſaved her out of all 
ber 
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her diſtreſſes. And did not this, my dear friend, 
melt your ſoul into praiſes and thankſgivings, that 
the Lord ſhould deliver you and yours, whilſt many 
others were ſwallowed up in the waves of deſtruc- 
tion? Methinks I hear you break forth in ſome 
ſuch ſoliloquy as this: Shall I fin any more 
« againſt my God, that has done fo much for me? 
© ſhall I flight all the warnings I have had from 
time to time! eſpecially this laſt, in which-judg- 
ment has been mixed with ſo much mercy and 
© love? Oh! no! I will now in the firength of 
« Chriſt,give up myſelf intirely to be the Lord's; too 
much of my precious time has been ſpent in va- 
© nity, the remainder of it I will devote to the 
„Lord.“ You cannot imagine, my dear friend 
how much it affected me only to hear of the diſ- 
treſs and danger you had been in. I did not know 
before how much I loved you. From this principle 
I am yery jealous, and concerned, left you ſhould 
forget theſe things, therefore I beſeech you, as on 
my bended knees, to give, up your whole ſoul and 
ſpirit entirely to the Lord. Indeed he is a jealous 
God, and will not be put off with part, of our 
hearts, and part of our ſervices z no, he will have 
our whole hearts, or none at all. It is ſaid in 
the holy ſcriptures, that, when the Lord's judg-- 
ments are in the earth, the. inbabitants will learn 
righteouſneſs, Surely, they have been evidently 
amongſt us, and ſhould we flight them, I trem- 
ble to think of the conſequence, left we ſhould be 
* ſuddenly deſtroyed, and that without remedy.—&c. 
| LET- 


152 
LETTER v. 


Dear Sir, 


Heartily ſympathiſe with you in your late great 
affliction. Has the Lord once more touched 
you in your tender part? Has he taken away from 
you the faithful companion and ſupport of your old 
age, and are you now left alone ? Well, dear fir, 
is there not a voice in God's providence, as well as 
in his word; and is not this the Janguage of your 
affliction? O truſt not in riches, truft not in friends, 
truft not in any thing beneath the eternal God, for if 
you do, they will prove a broken reed, and fail qeu 
when you fland moſt in need. Has God ſtopped the 
ſtreams ? O then, dear fir, Jet me intreat you to 
fly to the fountain ; look to Jeſus ; ſpend the re- 
mainder of your days in ftriving to ſecure an inte- 
reſt in Chriſt ; make him your friend, and he will 
be better to you, I am ſure, than all the friends 
you ever had; I ſpeak by experience. Bleſſed be 
God, I have all the temporal mercies I can defire 
yet, what are theſe to my Chriſt? Was it in my 
power, I would recommend him to the whole 
world. O!] he is a phyfician of great value, there 
is none like him, for he not only makes. up tem- 

loſſes to his people, but ſaves them from 
eternal miſery, for his blood cleanſes from all fin ; 
and not only ſo, but he will at laſt crown them 
with a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of 
glory. And is not this encouragement enough 


for us to ſet out in earneſt for another world? 
What 
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What pains do many take to heap up a little 
yellow duſt, that will be ſure to fail- them at laſt ? 
but treaſures in heaven will never fail. No, when 
every thing elſe fails, they will remain; when 
the night of death comes on us, then the ſun 
of righteouſneſs will ariſe with healing in his 
wings. Methinks nature, providence, and reve- 
lation now all call upon us for retirement and 
ſerious conſideration. Surely in this dying coun- 
try, and theſe dying times, we ought often to be 
conſidering our latter end, that we may learn how 
frail we are. And what reaſon we have to live in 
an habitual preparation for eternity, leſt we ſhould 
be . ſurprized with the ſummons of death. Let 
us then be followers of our friends, who, through 
faith and patience, are now inheriting the pro- 
miſes, that at laſt we may all meet with joy, 
never to part any more. I hope you will excuſe 
my writing thus freely, for I affure you it is 
out of the great regard I bear you; and believe 
me to be, 
Dear fir 5 

Your fincere friend, and 
humble ſervant, &cs 


* 
o 
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LETTER VL 


a ft bebind her, containing pious Advice to her 
C hildren. 


Ay Deare/i Children, 


HILST you are reading theſe lines your 
poor mamma's hands that wrote them, 
her tongue that has intreated you to come to 
Chriſt, and prayed over you, and her eyes that 
have often wept over you, and her heart that has 
been poured out to God with ſtrong cries for your 
periſhing ſouls, I ſay theſe will be mouldering in 
the cold grave, that houſe appointed for all living. 


the inſtructions you have had from your tender pious 


all the excellent ſermons you have heard from him, 
and other faithful miniſters ; ſhall all, I ſay, de 
Joſt ?* Or, which is worſe, riſe up in the judgment 
againſt you? God forbid |! 


were it poſſible, with tears of blood.— I pray you, 
J entreat you, by the mercies of God, by the agony 
and bloody ſweat of Chrift, by his croſs and paſ- 
ſion, by his precious death and burial, by his re- 
ſurrection, and glorious aſcenſion, and by the 
coming of the Holy Ghoſt, I charge you, be ye 
reconciled to God, How do I travail again in 
birth with you, *cill Chriſt be formed in you! As 


an evidence of my tender concern for you,. I 
leave this behind me; that by it when dead, 
| I 


And what ſhall all my endeavours be loſt ? And all 


father? All the good example he has ſet before you; 


0 my children ! how could I weep over you, 


r aw ein 
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J may yet ſpeak to you. Conſider me there- 
fore as no ſpeaking to you from the grave. You 
will ſee your poor mother's face no more, till 
the time of the reſtitution of all things, when 
Chriſt ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, 
with the voice of the arch-angel and the trump 
of God, with all the holy angels and ſpirits of 
juſt men made perfect, to be glorified in all his 
ſaints, and to take vengeance on his enemies z and 
then my poor children, you muſt all ſtand in the 
judgment, on the right or on the left hand of 
Chriſt. And oh! how will you look your parents, 
and which is infinitely more, how will you look 
Chriſt in the face, if you ſhould be found at his 
left hand, after all he has done for you here; 
aſter all the warnings, intreaties, and advanta- 
ges you have enjoyed above thouſands? O ! my 
children, how wou'd you bear to have that ſweet 
ſaviour, that has been ſo long intreating you to be 


recenciled to himſelf, that is now ſo ready to ſhew - 


mercy, become your enemy? to hear thoſe ſweet 
lips, that are full of grace and truth, pronounce 


thoſe dreadful words (oh! how ſhall I think of 


them without trembling myſelf) Depart =m—' 


Whither ? why into everlaſting burning ; for theſe 


mine enemies, who have had ſo much light, and 
ſo many advantages, have no cloak for their fin, 


but muſt be caſt into outer darkneſs, the deepeſt 
place in hell. They would not have me to reign” 


over them, they muſt now have Satan to reign 
over them in eternal torments. And that Chriſt 
4 whoſe 
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whoſe eyes will dart love and ſweetneſs into his peo- 
will dart ten thouſand lightnings into his enemies, 


hearts. How will they then with hideous ſhrieks 


fly from his preſence, and call upon the rocks and 
mountains to hide them from the wrath of the 


lamb, when the great day of his wrath is 
come | 


bear all this wrath that will come upon the wicked 
to the utmoſt ? Can you bear to dwell with ever- 
laſting burnings? If not, oh! fly to Chriſt, whilſt 
he may be found; call upon him whilſt he is near; 
betake yourſelves to him whilſt his arms of mercy 
are ſtretched out to receive you. Throw down 
your arms of rebellion; caſt yourſelves at his feet; 
cry for mercy day and night; take no denial; 
plead for pardon ; plead for an intereſt in Chriſt ; 
plead for your poor, naked, miferable ſouls, 
that they may be waſhed in his precious blood, 
which cleanſes from all ſin, Whether you know 
it or not, my children, you are by nature wretched, 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 
Pray to God to make you ſenſible of your miſery. 
Pray to him to anoint your eyes with eye: ſalve, 
that you may fee excellent things in Chriſt, and 
in the goſpel. - Pray for gold tried in the fire, even 
all the graces of the ſpirit, that you may be all 
glorious within, rich in faith, rich in good works, 
and pray hard for the white raiment, the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt to cover your naked. ſouls, I once 
more intreat you, my dear children, follow hard 
: after 


And now, my dear children! are you able to 


— 
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aſter theſe things. Pray that God may be your 
father and protector; Jeſus Chriſt your redeemer, 
for he is mighty; and the Holy Ghoſt your ſanc- 
tifier and comforter; and then, who ſhall, who 


can, who will dare to harm you Then you will 


not miſs me, nor your father, if God ſhall take him 


beſore you, for Chriſt ſhall be all in all to you. 
Then ſhall your parents, and, which is infinitely 
better, Chriſt himſelf will receive you with joy 
at the great day; nay, as foon as you die, you 
ſhall be with Chriſt, , 
And now: let me give you a few more important 
admonitions, and inſttuctions. I charge you, as 
you name the name of Chriſt, to depart from all 
iniquity, Fly from the very appearance of fin, 
Shun evil company, leſt you ſhould be found 
partakers of their ſins, and infected with their 
ways. Aſſociate yourſelves with the excellent ones 
of the earth, real Chriſtians. Strive, if poſſible, to 
ſit under a ſound faithful miniſter. Search the ſcrip- 
tures; read a chapter ot two every day; prize 
them above the choiceſt gold, foſhalt they become 
ſweeter to you than honey, or the honey- comb; 
bleſſed be God 1 find them ſo. Read none but 
good books: be ſure to pray in ſecret morning and 
evening. If yeu have it in your power, choke 
that bulineſs or calling which will be moſt for the 
glory of God, the good of your ſouls, and the 
benefit of others, which are all conneRed together, 
In a few words, do ju/tice ; love mercy ; and walk 
#umbly with God, And, again, I would intreat you 
| 2 ed 88 
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to ſtrive againſt pride. Don't deſpiſe the poor, 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. Pray hard 
for humility, and pray for that faith which puri- 
fies the ſoul, and works by love. Pray thut you 
may love God with all your heart, mind, and 
ſtrength. Love your brothers and ſiſters. Love 
all your chriſtian brethren, and love your enemies, 
Feed the hungry, cloath the naked, viſit the ſick ; 
and whatever elſe is neceſſary, aſk of God, and 
he. will teach you, ſo ſhall you have grace here 
and peace, ſuch peace as the world can never give, 


nor take away, even that peace of God, which 


paſſes all underftanding, and hereafter you ſhall 
have an eternal weight of glory, which God grant 


'for Chriſt's ſake. 


Adieu, my dear children ; till we meet, I hope, 


in glory. 
M— H—, 


4 Meditation by Mrs, HuTs0N on the Soul's 


Entrance into Gliry. 


Bl EST eſcape 0 happy change! my dying 
pangs, my cruel ſins, the fleeting world, 


and tempting devil, where are they? all gone! I 
now bid them an eternal farewell. My earthly 
tabernacle too dropped off! Happy deliverance ! 


but where am I ? Amazement all! I am all life, 


all joy! Ye ſhining ones! ye faithful guides] O 
fly with winged ſpeed, and bear me to my Lord, 


my Saviour and my God ! What appears yonder ? 
They 
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They are the everlaſting doors! How they fly 
open, on golden hinges turned! not to admit the 
king of glory, but a worthleſs nothing. 
Aſtoniſhment all! here is glory within glory! 
and O! what light is that outſhining the fun in 
its meridian height? Oh ] it is the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs | it is my Chriſt! I now behold the king in 
his beauty, in whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 


godhead bodily, I ſought him oft below in tears, 


but find him here. And, oh | tranſporting thought! 


ſhall ever behold his lovely face without a veil, 
Gaze, my happy ſoul ! *till- thou art fully chang- 
ed into his lovely likeneſs. I kindle afreſh, and 
glow with ſacred love! Sweet, ſweet flame ! Oh! 
he ſmiles, my much injured Lord forgives, ſmiles 
on, and molt kindly receives his ungrateful creature, 
Tell me, ye angels! for you know, how ſhall [ 
addreſs my Lord? Alas! I am loſt in wonder and 
amazement, and muſt, in awful filence, fall at 
thoſe bleſſed feet, that were once torn with rugged 
iron. Well done, doſt thou ſay my Lord? Alas 
my nature, life, and all were fin. I only was 


defilement, what was right was thine. Grant me 


the comfort, and thine ſhall be all the glory. 


What melodious ſounds do I hear! and what 


glorious forms ate theſe ! angels and arch-angels! 
ſweet hymning ſeraphs ! bright cherubs ! and my 


nearer friends, the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect. Here are Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and 


all the glorious company of prophets and apoſtles, 
and the noble army of martyrs! How do they 
P 2 ſhine ! 
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ſkine! and all join in the ſong of Mefes and the 
Lamb. Harmony indeed ! extaſy divine]! now I 
ſweetly join the heavenly hoſt; and my foul is 
fixed, without a wandering thought. O! I now 
know experimentally the meaning of that wondzaus, 
phraſe, that I once but faintly gueſſed at, even the 
fer more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 


Sime Account of Mr. Mary HuTso0N, in her 
Departing Maments. 


The d:a:h-bed of the Fufl is et undrawn 
By mortal Hand 3 it merits à divine — 
Nionr-Thovenrs. 


URING the former part of her illneſs, Mrs. 

HuTsoN complained much of darkneſs and 
deſertion; but before ſhe died, the day broke, 
and the dark ſhadows fled away. Many very com- 
fortable expreſſions dropped from her dying lips, 
ſome of which were as follow. viz. When one, 
whoſe tenderneſs for her would hardly ſuffer him 
to mention it, told her, he apprehended ſhe was 
very near her diſſolution, ſhe aſked what made 
him think ſo ? (for, though ſhe apprehended ſhe 
ſhould die, ſhe did not think herſelf dying juſt 
then) for ſhe ſaid ſhe found no great alteration 
in her caſe at that time: He told her, it was 
too evident to him; upon which ſhe broke 
out in theſe expreſſions, * * it K Ay I 
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© ſo near my father's houſe ? Metbinks tis tos 
good neus to be true] and my clouds begin to 
* wear away too! Methinks I am unworthy. to 
go to heaven! I have never done any; thing for 
* God ; but he has mercy on whom he will have 
© mercy / Death comes, not as a murderer. 
© I hope, but as a porter to open the door. He 
* is a little rough and rude, tis true, but his door 


opens into endleſs ] fe. The Lord is my righteou/- 


* A = * 


appear, then ſba ] we alſo appear w th him in glery. 
If I ſhould lie ſpeechleſs any time, ſaid ſhe, be 
ſure to whiſper Jeſus in my ears.“ When her 
children were called in to ſee her, ſhe ſaid to 
them, My dear children! be ſure to get an in- 
© tereſt in Chriſt ; if you die without it, *twould 
© be better for you never to have been born.“ 
Looking at her nails when the blood was ſet- 
led under them, ſhe ſaid, See here the marks of 
death, turning to a friend that ſat by, who 
replied, See the difference between a chriſtian and 
a carnal perſon ! what terrifies the finner pleaſes 


Lay 


her. Yes, ſays ſhe, * blefled be God it does 


« pleaſe me: This fleſh ſhall rg in bepe. In a 
word, the talked with the greateſt compoſure of 


her approaching diſſolution, and gave particular 
directios about the plainneſs of her coffin, and 
funeral, &c. with as much freedom and eaſe, as 


if ſhe had been ſpeaking about any of the com- 
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nefs and ſtrength. Then Chriſt who is our life ſhall 


— — — ꝓ—H——— — 9 


J 162 ] 
mon affairs of life; and at length, without ſo 
much as a groan, or ſigh, fell aſleep in Jeſus, be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the morning, on 
Monday the 21/7 of November, 1757. 


Let me die the death of the rightgous, and let my 
daft end be like her's / 


APP EN DIX 


AVING laid before the public the diaries and 
H letters of the above mentioned excellent 
perſons, the editors think it not improper, as they 
have introduced them with a preface, to cloſe them 
with the following obſervations, which they efteem 
neceſſary and uſeful, and a ſuitable appendix to 
the preceding memoirs, 

I. The perſons whoſe diaries and letters are bere 
preſented to the public view, bore, not only an 
unſpotted, but an eminent character for true pie- 
ty and virtue, as amply appears from the teſti- 
monials already produced on their behalf, and of 
which we have even further evidences than what 
have been given. We frankly own that if their 
profeſſion of religion, and the accounts of their 
experiences had not the ſuperadded weight of an 
holy and exemplary life, we ſhould not pay any 
regard to them ourſelves, nor invite others to a 
ſerious attention to the papers they have left be- 
hind. But when their behaviour before men ſhone 
with a permanent and attractive beauty of holineſs, 
and when their unblameable and edifying walk 
atteſted to all around them that they were the 
Children of God, and the true diſciples of Jeſug - 
Chriſt, we cannot but apprehend that what they 
declared they felt and experienced in their own 

ſouls 
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ſouls deſerves the moſt ſerious regard, and may 


well be improved by all as an incentive to an hap- 
py reſemblance of them in the internal diſpoſiti- 
ons of their hearts, and their amiable and uſe. 
ful examples. 

II. The perſons, whoſe memoirs are here pub- 
liſhed, imbibed a powerful ſenſe and favour of 
the doctrines of the goſpel, eſpecially ſuch as te- 
late to the guilt and pollution of fin, the atone- 
ment and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt for our 
juſtification, the influences of the ſpirit in con- 
verſion, ſanctification, and ſpiritual peace and joy, 
together with the great articles of the final judg- 
ment, the reſurrection of the body, and the ever- 
laſting ſtates both of happineſs and miſery. Theſe 
ſentiments ſeem to be inwrought into their very 
ſouls ; they believed them, they embraced them, 
they lived upon them; they conſidered and im- 
proved them as the baſis of their hopes, as the 
ground of their comfort, and as their incitements 
and attractives to holineſs; and, in a word, it Was 
from the power of theſe doctrines they were en- 
abled to do iH, to love mercy, and to walk hum- 
bly before God *, to glorify him in life, and paſs 
thro' the valley of the ſhadow of death it ſelf not 
only without amazement and terror, but even 
with a chearful confidence, and the opening dawn 
of the heavenly glory in their hearts, Such pious 
lives and ſuch happy deaths under the efficacy of 
theſe principles may tend to confirm our faith, 


» Micah vi, 8. | ; 2" 
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(as the ſame doctrines at the ſame. time appear 
with ſuch clear and full evidence from the ſcripture) 


that they are the very truths of God, and therefore 
the influences of them are not to be {lighted, and 
much leſs contemned and ridiculed as the dreams 
of fanaticiſm, or the reveries of a. melancholy. 
mind, and a diſordered, and deluded imagination. 


III. Though it may be obſerved from the ac- | 
counts that thoſe holy perſons give of themſelves, | 


that they had moſt elevated and ſublime tranſports, , 
yet let it be remarked that at other ſeaſons 


they bewailed the. inconſtancy and diſtraction of, 


their minds in ſpiritual duties, and their coldneſa 


and indifference, their dullaeſs and ſtupidity to- 


wards God, and that ſometimes they appear almoſt 
deſerted and forſaken of him, and left to combat, 
with great darkneſs, and deep and heavy dejec- 
tion and forrow. This viciflitude of experience 
we wauld the rather have regarded, that no paor 
fainting feeble- minded chriſtians may be diſcouraged 
though for a time they may be ſorely harraſſed 
with doubts and fears, and may be lamenting 
after a departed God, remembring that other 
ſaints have had their gloomy as well as lu- 
cid ſeaſons, and that clouds and. darkneſs are 
what other chriſtians have experienced, to whom, 
God has afterwards revealed the wonders of his 
love, and vouchſafed his ſtrong conſolations, 
eyen js unſpeakable and full of glory t. A veiling 
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cloud, or even a long winter's night, are he ar- 
guments of an extinguiſhed or unreturning ſun, 
or the ſigns of an ever-during darkneſs, 

IV. Should any chriſtians upon reading the tri- 
umphs and extaſies of theſe holy perſons at ſome 
ſeaſons, be apt to. conchude that they them- 
ſelves are not the children of God, becauſe they 
have never felt ſuch high or ſuch frequent eleva- 
tions and raptures, let them remember that God is 
a great ſovereign, that he grants his conſolations 
in what meaſures and at what times he pleaſes, 
and that it is not the tranſport of joy, but the 
ready determined and obedient ſpirit, which is the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt evidence of a real renova- 
tion, and an intereſt in the ſpecial favour of hea- 
ven, and that (tho' all chriſtians could wiſh that 
their paſſions were, like the unconſuming fire in 


the tabernacle of old, perpetually aſcending to God 
in a blaze of devotion,) there may be much ho- 
lineſs in that heart, where there may be no high 


degrers of ſenſible comfort, as iron may be moſt 


intenſely hot without the eruption of a flame or 
ſpark from the burning maſs. May we but find our 
hearts full of pure purpoſes for the glory of God, 
full of zeal for holineſs, full of reſolute determi» 
nation to maintain the war againſt ſin and Satan, 
and this as our ſober, cool, and deliberate choice 
in dependance upon divine grace, we have cer- 
tainly the utmoſt warrant to conclude that we are 
true chriſtians, though we ſhould haye little or 


no ſenſible exultation and joy; but at the ſame 
time 
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time we ſhall always deſire that the ſacred elevation 
of our paſſions towards God may be ſuperadded 
to the right direction and determination of our 
wills, ever eſteeming it by no means unworthy 
either of the man or the chriſtian to own our af- 
fections kindled into a powerful flame under the 
ſenſe of the love of God in Chriſt, and the 
opening appropriating proſpect of the promiſed ap- 
proaching eternal glory. 


Are paſſions then the pagans of the ſoul ? 

Reaſon alone baptiz'd ? Alone ordain'd 

To touch things ſacred. O for warmer ſtill ! 
Young's Night Thoughts, B. 4. 


V. But though we would by no means have 
chriſtians apprehend that the great touchſtone of 
Piety lies in the ſenſible emotions of the affections, 
yet we cannot but apprehend from the word of 
God that if perſons were more like the pious ex- 
amples here ſet before their view, i. e. that if they 
more diligently watched their own ſpirits, that if 
they more ſtrictly guarded againſt the appearances 
of evil, and cruſhed the firſt embryos of iniquity, 
that if they lived more in holy and habitual con- 
yerſe and meditation upon God and Chriſt, the 
word of grace, and the promiſes of glory, and if 
they were more careful, upon the leaſt commiſſion 
of fin, or the leaſt inclination to it, to apply to 
the throne of grace thro* Jeſus Chriſt in the 
freſh exerciſes of repentance and faith, for im- 

mediate 
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mediate pardon and immediate help againſt thek 
remainders cf corruption; we cannot but ap- 
prehend that in this way, chriſtians would more - 
frequently experience the ſenſible and fuller joys 
of religion, and a richer communication of the ear- 
neſts and firſt-ſrujts of the ſpirit, than they have 
as yet found, * God is a ſun and ſhield ; the Lord 
will give grace and glory: no good thing will he 
withold from them that walk uprightly. Ard + the 
work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effet? 
of righteouſneſs quictneſs and aſſurance fer ever, 
+ He that hath my commandments, ſays our Lord, and 
heeps them, he it is that loves me; and he that loves 
me, ſhall be loved of my father, and I wiil lyve him, 
and will manifyt my ſelf to him. & Having therefore 
theſe promiſes, the. promiſes that God would dwell in 
bk us, and walk in us, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all 
| ; filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, e ey holineſs in 
If the fear ' of God. 

VI. And laſtly, we cannot help e 
more obſervation, namely, that the perſons, to 
whom theſe diaries and letters belong, appear to be 
exceeding quick and ſuſce ptive as to the leaſt at- 
tack of temptation, or the leaſt eruption or moti- 
on of ſin. What others would call no ſin, or a 
very ſmall one, they felt, they lamented as a horrid 
crime, (and what is it leſs in the ſight of an in- 
finitely ho'y God?) and thoſe failings, which 


j 


® Pſal, Ixxxiv. 11. + Ifa, xxxii. 17. 
Þ | John xiv. 21. & 2 Cor, vii. I» 
3 | others 
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paſs off without any notice, were to them like the 
puncture of a thorn or needle upon the apple of 
the eye. Such were the high conceptions and ex- 
quiſite ſenſations as to ſin and holineſs which poſ- 
ſeſſed their ſouls. Hereby we may diſcover the grand 
ſecret of an eminency in piety and goodneſs. Low 
apprehenſions and faint ſenſibilities of holineſs and 
ſin will produce no very illuſtrious examples of god- 
lineſs. But when we have ſtrong ideas of the de- 
formities and horrors of iniquity, and of conſe- 
quence as powerful ſentiments of the beauty and 
bleſſedneſs of obedience, and theſe accompanied 
with tender and lively feelings correſpondent to our 
ideas; then it is that we ſee the way opened for 
the attainment of the loftieſt pitches of practical 
piety ; and we are formed into the ſame mind with 
the glorious apoſtle St. Paul, * Who, forgetting the 
things that were hehind, and reaching forth unto thoſe 
things that were before, preſſed toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
He that ſhoots at a ſtar, though he will not reach 
it, yet will ſhoot much higher than the man who 
only levelled his arrow at the clod under his feet, 
How much the careful obſervation of what paſles 
within us, the frequent examination of ourſelves by 
the divine word, and a daily regiſter of the poſture 
and frame of our ſpirits towards God, may conduce 
to the keeping alive a due ſight and ſenſe of the 


* Phil, iu. 13, 14. 
2 b vileneſs 
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vileneſs of ſin, and the excellency of holineſs, may 
not be readily conccived by ſuch as have made lit- 
tle or no experiments of this nature. But let us be 
allowed to recommend this excellent way which our 
pious forefathers purſued, and in which the perſons, 
whole tranſactions of this kind we have now pub- 
liſhed, experienc:d it may be bath unſpeakable 
pleaſure and advantage in their Chriſtian progreſs. 

Theſe obſervations we have judged proper to an- 
nex to the preceding Memoirs; and at the ſame 
time cannot help remarking how correſpondent the 
the experiences, which the foregoing ſheet, contain, 
are to the experiences of the people of God record- 
ed in ſcripture, and e pecially to thoſe in the Pſalms: 
and we ſcrup.e not to ſay, that if to be humbled for 
fin, and deeply to reſent and bewail it; if to fly to 
the covenant love and mercy of God in Chriſt je- 
ſus for pardon ; if to rely upon and plead the influ» 
ences of the bleſſed ſpirit for growing holineſs and 
preparation for heaven ; that if frequently to wait 
upon Gott in the duties of his worſhip, public and 
private; that if to inſpect our own hearts and lives, 
and often call ourſelves to the tribunal of conſci- 
ence, and examine whether our works are wrought 
in God; that if to ſtir up ourſelves. to lay hold 
upon God, to del ght ourſelves in him, to triumph 
in the Redecmer's rizhteouln,fs, and grace; and that 
if to obey the Almighty as our ſovereign, and to 
enjoy him as our portion; we ſcruple not to ſay, 
that if theſe, or any ſuch like exerciſes of ſoul, be 
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termed legality, or enthuſiaſm, or by any other re- 
proachiul name, we truſt we ſhall, notwithſtanding. 
theſe cenſures, approve, recommend, and practiſe 
according to ſuch a method, and by ſuch maxims, 
as we ſee the cloud (the gathering and increaſing 
cloud) of witneſſes that are gone before us acted in 
t:is manner; and as we are well ſatisſied that this 
is the way which ſcripture has pointed out to the 
heavenly inheritance and glory, ——* Strive to en- 
ter in at the flrait gate.—— + Mort out your ctun 
ſatv: tion with fear and trembling, fr it is Ged that 
Works in you b:th to will and to do of his gend pleaſure. 

t Give diligence to make your calling and election 
ſure. Be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
peace without ſpot and blameleſs.—There is therefore 
no . condemnation to them which are in Chrift Jeſus, 
who walk nat after the fiſh, but after the ſpirit,— 
| For they that are after the fleſh, do mind the things 
ef the fleſh; but they that are after the ſpirit, the 
things of the ſpirit. For to be carnally minded is death ; 
but to be ſpiritually minded is life and peace. 
q And without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


Luke xiii. 24 f Phil. ii. 12. f 2 Pet. i. 10. 
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